MIC Worship Service — 2023.08.20
Series: God’s Law

Title: “The Law of the Lord”
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Introduction

Good morning, Brethren! Have you ever heard about Joe Chappell and two other British men
who allegedly stole jewelry valued at about 100 million yen (US$690,000), from a high-end store
in Shibuya, Tokyo in November 20157 Apparently, they also seriously injured a security guard
during the heist.
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The Japanese police have obtained arrest warrants for all three (3) and placed them on an
international wanted list through Interpol (International Police). The men were later arrested on
different charges in Britain. Seeing an opportunity, Japan's government requested their

extradition. However, there’s a problem: the two countries don’t have an extradition treaty!
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Recently, a British court has rejected Japan's request to extradite Joe Chappell in connection
with a robbery in Tokyo, citing potential human rights violations by investigators. The court in

London made the decision on Friday, August 11, 2023.
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Seeking justice can be difficult, expensive and time-consuming. The justice system have
loopholes that can be exploited by clever lawyers and corrupt judges. Naturally, we long for the
execution of justice that is fair and that clearly demonstrates the truth. Thus, we appeal to a
higher authority. The only higher authority that will truly and perfectly execute justice, fairness,
truth and righteousness is God.
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Today and in the following Sundays, we will revisit the concept of God’s law. We will learn about
what His law entails and its implications to our modern life and in our pursuit of justice, truth

and righteousness.
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I. What is God’s law?
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In its basic sense, God’s law refers to the system of regulations that mirror God’s character,

are embedded into the created order, and are revealed in Scripture.
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God exercises control of this universe by /aw. Nature itself operates under His providential
government. R.C. Sproul, the late Reformed theologian, wrote: “7he so-called laws of nature
merely describe God’s normal way of ordering His universe. These ‘laws’ are expressions of

His sovereign will.”

MIZZA- L > TZDFHEZXELTEoNET, T4bb, BRAZOLHDH, HMOEERICL
ZEEOTTEHVTWVWHEED ZETY, WERMFEEOHRC.A7A—ILIE, #MOEAICD
W, [TZhoounwbhw? TBADEA] &, @AFEEZRFDIIT27-00AEE2RABLI-E

2



T ERWL, oo EE E, oFEEE L TOEEDENRDS, | EEVWTWVE
ER

ILLUSTRATION: Think of the sea creatures that look odd as compared to other fishes, for

example. Flatfish (such as flounders) swim on its side, instead of upright, and have eyes that

face skyward. So, how do they see the ocean floor? All flatfish have eyes on the end of stalks
that pop out of the head. Their eyes can also move independently, widening their field of vision.
Moreover, flatfish have a clever way of blending in. Their skin contains color-changing cells,
which either expand or contract to match their surroundings. So while flatfish may look unusual,
God has given them other qualities to compensate for their lack in order to survive and to thrive
in their environment. Flatfish demonstrate one example of God’s rule over laws of nature, His

creativity and sovereign will.
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Il. Examples of laws in the Bible
TIERIZ, TRBERBIZBOEEDF] 2HTHEL &£ D,
. BEICHITHEEDH
“Law” has many referents in Scripture.
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A. It can refer to the natural law that enables even those without God’s written law to know

right and wrong.
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Romans 2:14~15 -  (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things

required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. ** They
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show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also

bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even
defending them.)
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B. It can refer to what Christians call the Old Testament (Jesus cites a psalm as from the “aw”).
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John 10:34 - Jesus answered them, “/s jt not written in your Law, ‘| have said you are “gods”’?”
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C. It can refer to the writings of Moses, the Pentateuch [1*' five books of the OT] as distinct

from the rest of the Old Testament.
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Luke 24:44 - He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
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E. It can refer to the law of Christ—the new-covenant law written on the heart.
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Jeremiah 31:31 - “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when | will make a new covenant

with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.”
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Matthew 26:27~28 - %7 Then he [Jesus] took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.? This is my blood of the covenant which is poured

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
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2 Corinthians 3:6 - He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

UV PANDFR B 3B E— 6 ARTA LIS, BFL ORISR BE T <, HEI
H3BETT, XERBL, BELEDTH ST,

F. It (Law) can be used generally of all of God’s instruction throughout Scripture. Similar

terms can be used to indicate His word, which establishes order in the natural world.
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Psalm 1:2 - but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and

night.
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Psalm 147:15 - He sends his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.
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lll. God as the Lawgiver
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God is not accountable to any laws outside of Himself. There are no independent, cosmic rules

that God is obligated to obey. Rather, God is a law unto Himself. This simply means that God

acts according to His own moral character. His own character is not only morally perfect, it is

the ultimate standard of perfection.
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Genesis 18:25 - Far be it from you [God] to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of
all the earth do right?”
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APPLICATION: “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” |It's a rhetorical question. Of

course, God will always do what is right! His actions are perfect because His nature is perfect,

and He always acts according to His nature. God is therefore never arbitrary, whimsical, or

capricious. He always does what is right.
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We can count on His justice to vindicate the righteous and punish the wicked. But, more
importantly, God is able to show mercy to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him for

forgiveness:--
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1 John 1:9 - /f we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.
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Titus 3:5 — He [God] saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
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John 1:12 - Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God—
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IV. People as recipients of God’s laws

TEFEIC, [MOREEZRITZ2ELLTONEDL] FESDTNERV DA ZZEZTVEEL &

Do

IV. #HDEEEZITHEHELLT

As God’s creatures, we are also required to do what is right God demands that we live

according to His moral law, which He has revealed to us in the Bible. God'’s law is the ultimate

standard of righteousness and the supreme norm for judging right and wrong. As our sovereign,

God has the authority to impose obligations on us, to command our obedience, and to bind our
conscience. He also has the right and the power to punish disobedience when we violate His

law. [Sin may be defined as disobedience to God’s law.]
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Titus 2:11~14 - ¥ For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 2 It

teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright

and godly lives in this present age, ¥ while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, ** who gave himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is
good.
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Conclusion/Application

According to a 3rd century rabbi, Moses gave 365 prohibitions and 248 positive commands.
David reduced them to 11 in Psalm 15. Isaiah made them 6 (Isaiah 33:14~15). Micah 6:8 binds
them into three (3) commands. Habakkuk reduces them all to one great statement: “The just
shall live by faith.”

TR ISERICHFELLH S 78 (AL VHDIEEE) ([CLdnld. E—+t(3 365 DEILRIFL
208 DITHIREMEE O, FETEHHE IS BETINALE 1ILICES LT 5 TT, AY¥IL
ZNnz 621l ((HPVE3ZE14~168) (. IAEGCESHIE. TNoZ320GRHICELD
Fllo TLTANI 98I, ZNH0EE [ELVARRZOEMICE>TEES| & TRT
ZE—DODERLGFRICELHIZDTT,

Habakkuk 2:4 - “See, the enemy is puffed up, his desires are not upright—but the righteous

person will live by his faithfulness”
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May our lives be like trees planted by streams of living water, producing the fruit of
righteousness and becoming a source of inspiration and blessing to all those around us. Let us
remember that the law of the Lordis our guiding light, leading us to restoration, blessings, and

a deeper relationship with our Heavenly Father.
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