MIC Worship Service — 2023.08.27 Baptism of Tetsuo & Eriko Saito  PeAL=
Title: "Why Be Baptized?" [EfL #5217 5 PEHT
Text: Mark 1:1~11, NIV

1The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is written in Isaiah the
prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— 2 “a voice of one calling in
the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.””

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. > The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. ¢ John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message:
“After me comes the one more powerful than |, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. 81 baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 1°Just as Jesus
was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a
dove. * And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.”
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Introduction

Good morning, dear brothers and sisters in Christ! Today, we would like to explore a profound and sacred
topic — water baptism.
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ILLUSTRATION: Arguably, the most memorable experience for me baptizing someone happened in
Kanagawa Prefecture. A new believer and sailor was about to go on a long deployment and he wanted to
be baptized before he sailed. It was at Miurakaigan Beach ... in February, the coldest month in winter! The



elders with me said, “Pastor, you’re the youngest among us. Please do it yourself.” They meant to say, they
won’t assist me anymore because it was too cold for them.
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Our scripture reading for today comes from the Gospel of Mark, chapter 1, verses 1~11. But before we
delve into these verses, let us open our hearts and minds in prayer. [Prayer]
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"Why Be Baptized?"
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I. Baptism is a mark of true repentance - Mark 1:1~4
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Mark 1:1~3 - 1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2as it is written in
Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— 32 “a voice of one

calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.””
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The Gospel of Mark sets the tone by introducing Jesus as the Messiah (Christ) and the Son of God. The
Scriptures had long foretold the coming of the Savior, and John the Baptist's ministry prepares the way for
this fulfillment.
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Mark 1:4 - And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.
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John's message about baptism was a baptism of repentance (Greek, petavoiag = metanoias) symbolizing a
turning away from sin and a readiness to receive forgiveness. His role was to call people to redirect their
attention from a life of sin and to prepare their hearts for the coming of Jesus.
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In this passage, we see a clear connection between John's ministry and the act of baptism. Baptism, in
essence, is a call to prepare our hearts for the Lord. Baptism becomes a powerful symbol of our own
repentance and a commitment to follow Christ, as we receive the forgiveness and transformation that only
He can provide.
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How do we know if someone has truly repented? John the Baptist cites some examples in the other Gospel
record:
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Luke 3:8a — “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance....”
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Luke 3:10~14 - 12 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. ! John answered, “Anyone who has two
shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” *3 “Don’t collect
any more than you are required to,” he told them.

14Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t
accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”
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e To the crowd —John told them to be generous and willing to share to those in need;
e To the tax collectors — John told them to be honest; and,
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To the soldiers — John told them to be content with their salary and to uphold justice.
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In short, to repent includes leaving behind a life of sin in order to pursue a life that honors God and blesses
other people.
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Another reason why a follower of Christ must be baptized is because...
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Il. Jesus has set an example for us to follow - Mark 1:9~11
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1 Peter 2:21 - To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.
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Mark 1:9 — At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
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Here, we witness the pivotal moment of Jesus' baptism. He voluntarily participates in the act of baptism,
NOT because he needed to repent of sin, for he was sinless, but to fulfill all righteousness and set an
example for us.
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Matthew 3:13~15 - 3 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 1 But John tried
to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 13 Jesus replied, “Let it be so
now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
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Jesus understood why this seemed strange to John, but it was nevertheless necessary “to fulfill all
righteousness.” It wasn't solely this singular action that encompassed “all righteousness”, but rather, it
marked another significant stride in Jesus' overarching mission to identify with humanity, encompassing
both its fallen nature and inherent sinfulness. This mission found its ultimate fulfillment only at His
crucifixion.
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1 John 2:1 - My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
What happened next during Jesus’ baptism?
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Mark 1:10~11 - 29 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove. ** And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love; with
you | am well pleased.”
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In this act, we see the triune God (Holy Trinity) revealed - the Father, who speaks from heaven, the Son,
who is being baptized, and the Holy Spirit descending like a dove. This moment underscores the
significance of baptism as a divine ordinance, a means through which God works in our lives.
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Jesus' baptism was a pivotal moment as the Holy Spirit descended upon Him, and the Father's voice
proclaimed His pleasure, saying, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you, | am well pleased." Jesus,
sinless and perfect, underwent baptism not for His own repentance but to identify with humanity and
fulfill all righteousness.
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This event highlights the significance of baptism as a step of obedience (to follow Christ’s example) and
identification with Him.
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Ill. Baptism is fulfilling the requirement of the Great Commission - Matthew 28:18~20
III. FEALIIKREBmTOREEZHI-THDOTYT - v &1 OEEE 28 E 18-20 i

In the Gospel of Matthew, just before Jesus ascended to heaven, he gave his disciples a mission, known as
the Great Commission. In Matthew 28:18~20, He says:
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18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to

me. ¥° Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Baptism is an integral part of making disciples. It is a public declaration of faith, a mark of initiation into the
community of believers, and a commitment to follow Jesus' teachings. It signifies our allegiance to the
triune God.
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Conclusion/Application

In conclusion, baptism is not merely a religious tradition or a human invention. It is a divine ordinance that
reflects the Gospel message of true repentance, the remission of sins through faith, our transformation in
Christ, and our commission to make disciples. Just as Jesus entered the waters of baptism and the heavens
opened, revealing the Father's pleasure, may our own baptisms signify our commitment to Christ and open
the way for God's grace to flow into our lives.
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Let us remember the words of Jesus, who said, "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but
whoever does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16). Baptism is a step of faith, a pledge of
allegiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us live out this pledge daily, reflecting the
transformation that baptism signifies. Amen.
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