MIC Worship Service — 2023.09.03
Title: “The Foundation of True Worship”
Text: Exodus 20:1~6, NIV
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L And God spoke all these words: 2 “/ am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery. ® “You shall have no other gods before me. * “You shall not make for
yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below. ® You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am
a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who

love me and keep my commandments.”
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Introduction

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today we gather to delve into the rich wisdom of God's
Word, specifically the Ten Commandments. Why were the Ten Commandments necessary

for God’s people?

FURMEHIZWEHBR D ABIMHKEOE I A, SHIE. Fh/zbld, MOEEEDENBRIEIC
DWT, BITHRICOWTIBY FIFTEZTALVWERBWE T, Tld, 348, AN BOR
ICEBEL>7-OTL&OIM?

At the foot of Mount Sinai, God showed the Israelites the true function and beauty of His laws.
The commandments were designed to lead Israel to a life of practical holiness. In them,
people could see the nature of God and His plan for how they should live -- to serve as a

guide to living a life that pleases our Creator.
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The instructions and principles were designed to guide the community in fulfilling the unique
requirements of each individual in a compassionate and conscientious manner. Nevertheless,
during the era of Jesus, there was a misconstrued perception of the Law. It was commonly

viewed as a pathway to successin both the earthly realm and the afterlife. People believed

that strict adherence to every legal detail was the method to secure God's protection against

external threats and calamities. Consequently, the act of following the Law became a goal in
its own right, rather than the means to fulfill God’s ultimate law of love.
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Today, we will focus on the first two (2) commandments, found in Exodus 20:1~6. These

commandments provide a basis for our relationship with God, urging us to love and worship
Him above all else. Let us consider the rich wisdom contained within this passage, seeking
guidance and inspiration to deepen our devotion and commitment to the Lord. // What does it
take to build “7he Foundation of True Worship”?
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I. We must devote ourselves to God - Exodus 20:1~3
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! And God spoke all these words: 2 “/ am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery. ® “You shall have no other gods before me.”
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A. One can rightly hold the belief that these words were communicated by God to the entirety
of Israel, as they congregated at the base of Mount Sinai. At that moment, God responded
audibly in answer to Moses, who was present among the assembled people at the foot of the
mountain. Subsequently, the people expressed their preference for Moses to act as an
intermediary rather than having direct communication with God.
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Exodus 20:18~19 - ¥ When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the
trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a

distance ¥ and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God

speak to us or we will die.”
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Following this incident, Moses ascended the mountain once again to receive further divine

revelations intended for the people (Exodus 20:21ff).
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Exodus 20:21 - 7he people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick

darkness where God was.
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B. God made a sovereign declaration in Exodus 20:1~3. He spoke directly to His people,

establishing the principle of exclusive devotion: "You shall have no other gods before me"

(v.3).
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Please take note that the Israelites had just come from Egypt, a land of many idols and many
gods (just like in Japan). Because each god represented a different aspect of life (education,
marriage, business, etc.), it was common to worship many gods in order to get the maximum
number of benefits. When God told the Israelites to worship and believe in Him, that wasn’t so

hard for them — He was just one more godto add to the list!
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But, when God said, "You shall have no other gods before me" (v.3), that was difficult for
the people to accept. If they didn’t learn that the God who led them out of slavery in Egypt was
the only true God, they could not be His people — no matter how faithfully they keep the other
nine (9) commandments. Thus, God made this His 1%t commandment and emphasized it more
than the others.
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APPLICATION: Brethren, the 1%t commandment calls us to exclusive devotion to our Creator. It

is not merely a rule but an invitation to center our lives around Him. This introductory

statement sets the stage for everything that follows. It reminds us of God's sovereign authority

and His deliverance of the Israelites from bondage, symbolizing our own deliverance from sin

through Jesus Christ. In short, God's love and deliverance from bondage of sin are reasons

enough for us to wholeheartedly serve Him.
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Il. We must avoid the dangers of idolatry - Exodus 20:4~6
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Exodus 20:4~6 - ? “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. ° You shall not bow down to
them or worship them; for |, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for

the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.”
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ILLUSTRATION: There’s a story of Hide Yoshi, a Japanese warlord who ruled over Japan in the

late 1500s and commissioned a colossal statue of Buddha for a shrine in Kyoto. It took five
years to build, but the work had scarcely been completed when the earthquake of 1596
brought the roof of the shrine crashing down and wrecked the statue. In a rage Hideyoshi shot
an arrow at the fallen colossus. "/ put you here at great expense,"he shouted, “and you can't

even look after your own temple.”
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The Israelites fashioned a golden calf as a symbol of their desires (See Exodus 32:1~8),

showing the ease with which we can be enticed by worldly idols.
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But, the commandment against idolatry is not confined to bowing before physical images. It
extends to anything that takes precedence over God in our lives. Nowadays, we can allow
many things to become gods to us. Money, fame, work, technology or pleasure can become
gods when we concentrate too much on them for personal identity, meaning and security. No
one sets out with the intention to worshiping these things. But by the amount of time we

devote to them, they can grow into gods that ultimately control our thoughts and energies.
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The great writer C.S. Lewis wisely noted, "/t would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not
too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and
ambition when infinite joy is offered us." et us take heed and recognize that the pursuit of

fleeting pleasures will never satisfy the depths of our souls.
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Jeremiah 35:15 - Again and again | [God] sent all my servants the prophets to you. They said,

“Each of you must turn from your wicked ways and reform your actions; do not follow other

gods to serve them. Then you will live in the land | have given to you and your ancestors.”

But you have not paid attention or listened to me.
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APPLICATION: Letting the true God hold the central place in our lives keeps these things from

turning into gods (small “g”). The renowned theologian A.W. Tozer once said, "What comes
into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us."” Let this truth
echo within us, as we are reminded that our worship is not confined to Sunday services but
encompasses every facet of our lives. We must examine what occupies our hearts and minds,

for our true devotion is revealed through our priorities.

BEOMERT-LEDOANEDFRLICEL ZE T, INLDO/NI BRI ENMHL (hER"g") ITED-S
TLEYIDZHSCZENTEET, BELALRMFEEAW. L VY —EHDTRDOLIICEVE L7
[FRICDOWTEZR D EZITDITENRT L E, FABICE > THRVEERZETH D,
TEHn, b EFEITEBALFICERESINS DO TIERL, T bDANEDH oW BAIEIC
BEh2b0THsZezBWHLAEN L, COEEZI-HORICEN T LI TIEHY £HEA
Do ZIOTNIE. AT BDELIBRAELNIAY, T-EDEDBE &L IZAHNEE S T &HDH
M5h LTI,




I1l. We must direct our attention to obeying God - Exodus 20:5~6
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® You shall not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of

those who hate me, ¢ but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me
and keep my commandments.”
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A. God's declaration that He is a "jealous God" reflects His passionate desire for an
intimate relationship with His people. His just nature demands our devotion and
faithfulness. Yet, in the same breath, God promises to extend His steadfast love to "a

thousand generations" of those who love Him.
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Joshua 24:14~16 - ¥ “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the

gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Fuphrates River and in Egypt, and serve

the Lord. ¥ But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we
will serve the Lord.”*® Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to
serve other gods!
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B. Let us not forget the words of Psalm 37:4: "Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you
the desires of your heart.” The obedience born out of genuine love for God brings forth

blessings beyond measure.
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F.E. Marsh (1858-1931) was a great man of God, avid student of the Word of God, and a

prolific author. He enumerated some of God's blessings:
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e An acceptance that can never be questioned (Ephesians 1:4~6).
e An inheritance that can never be lost (I Peter 1:3~5).

e A deliverance that can never be excelled (2 Corinthians 1:10).

e A grace that can never be limited (2 Corinthians 12:9).

e A hope that can never be disappointed (Hebrews 6:18~19).

e A bounty that can never be withdrawn (1 Corinthians 3:21~23).
e A joythat can never be diminished (John 15:11).

e A nearness to God that can never be reversed (Ephesians 2:13).
e A peace that can never be disturbed (John 14:27).

o A righteousness that can never be tarnished (2 Corinthians 5:21).
e A salvation that can never be canceled (Hebrews 5:9).

o RLTELNDZEDRWESAA (T 1:4~6)
o RLTKSZtnhWHEHE (B—~70 1:3~5)
o RLTHICKZLODAEWEK (B5=2V b+ 1:10)
o RLTHIPRINDZLEDHWEE (51U >k 12:9)
o RLTKRETZZEDHWHEE (N7 6:18~19)
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o RLTEDNDZZEDHRWEA (B5—2VU >k 3:21~23)
e MHBILDOHEWED (F/*15:11)

o RLTEINZZEDHWEEDHFLEM (TLY 2:13)
o RLTEAINZZEDHEWEZE (I3 14:27)

e RLTHEENDZEDAHWE (BZ-2Y ¥k 5:21)

o RLTEWBENDZZLEDHWHEL (NTIL5:9)

Conclusion/Application

Beloved, as we've meditated on Exodus 20:1~6, let us be challenged and inspired to live lives

that reflect true worship. The call to exclusive devotion, the dangers of idolatry, and the
promises of obedience all converge to guide us towards a deeper relationship with our

Creator. May we, like the Psalmist, declare,
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Psalm 73:25 - "Whom have | in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that | desire

besides you."
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Let us go forth, anchored in the Commandments, embracing the God who loves us beyond

measure and calls us to a life of purposeful worship.
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