MIC Worship Service — 2023.09.17
Title: "Honoring God's Name" % 1 }F v : [FADIIE #i#5< 3/

Text: Exodus 20:7, NIV
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless
who misuses his name.
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Introduction

Ohayou gazaimasu! Good morning, dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we will continue our series
of messages based on the Ten Commandments. Specifically, we will focus on Exodus 20:7, which says,
"You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name."
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Many individuals often associate the 3" commandment solely with the inappropriate use of God's name as
a form of profanity. While this is indeed a part of it, there is a broader and more profound significance to
this commandment. Before delving into the commandment itself, it is essential to comprehend the
importance of a name, particularly the significance of God's name.
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I. The Significance of God's Name
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A. Names convey identity and character. In the Bible, names are more than mere labels; they reveal
character and purpose. God's name is no exception. His name is special because it carries His personal
identity.
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In Exodus 3:14, when God reveals His name to Moses as "I AM WHO | AM," He discloses His eternal,
unchanging, and self-existent nature.
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In Exodus 34:6~7, where God reveals His name as "The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness." God's names showcase His attributes of holiness,
love, mercy, and faithfulness.
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In John 17, Jesus prayed to the Father about His disciples, stating, "I have revealed you to those whom you
gave me out of the world... | have made you known to them." In both verses, Jesus essentially says, "/
have revealed your NAME to them." God's name points to His character.
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Additionally, a name reflects one's reputation. In Biblical times, people selected names for their children
with great care, considering the meanings behind them.
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ILLUSTRATION: Becoming parents afforded us the privilege of naming our children. We decided early on
that our children’s names should be biblical and express a godly meaning.
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e Jodie — This name translates to “from Judea” which is derived from the Hebrew name Judah,
meaning “praised” or “thanks.” However, it also has English origins, where it's considered a shorter
form of the name Josephine, which means “God will increase.”

e Josiah (Josh) - “God supports and heals.” In the Bible, Josiah was a king who ruled Judah and was
known for his love and devotion to God (1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 22~23).

e Jocheved (Joyce) — From the Hebrew name T22i' (Yokheved) meaning "Yahweh is glory". In the Old
Testament this is the name of the mother of Miriam, Aaron and Moses. This remarkable woman of
God gave birth and devised a way to save his son Moses from the Pharaoh’s murderous intent.
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We also see the significance of reputation when we think about the importance of the family name. Any
dishonorable action by one family member tarnishes the reputation of the entire family.
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Proverbs 3:3~4 - 3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart. # Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.
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Proverbs 22:1 - A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or
gold.
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A name also denotes authority. Notably, humans did not name God; rather, God revealed His name to
humanity. Naming animals symbolized humanity's authority over the animal kingdom. In contrast, man
assigns names to false gods, shaping their character, reputation, and authority (e.g., Greek gods). God
disclosed His name to humanity because He possesses absolute authority, and His name signifies this
authority.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider a messenger for a king who lacks inherent authority but, when acting in the king's
name, commands respect. David exemplified this when confronting Goliath, declaring, "I come against you
in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel” (1 Samuel 17:45). David acknowledged
the authority behind God's name.
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The two most significant names of God are "Jesus" and “Lord." "Lord" is the Hebrew name "Yahweh,"
meaning "I am who I am," signifying God's self-existence, eternity, and sovereignty. "Jesus" means
"salvation." Acts 4:12 says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The apostle Paul combined both names when he
wrote in ...
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Philippians 2:9~11 - ? Therefore God exalted him [Jesus] to the highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name, 1° that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, * and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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God’s name is important because it signifies His character, His reputation and His authority. And that is
why God commands us to use His name properly.

PO L, O THEE, A5, MEZERTL2EERLOTY, 6 22, IR HITH
DA ZIELEI X2 TELNLHDTT,

B. Misusing God's name disrespects Him. Using God’s name frivolously or in a curse is so common today
that we may fail to realize how serious it is. The way we use God’s name conveys how we really feel about
Him.
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What are some ways that people can misuse/disrespect God’s name? There are several ways to misuse
God's name:
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1. Misusing God's name with our words. We must exercise caution with our words, as the tongue can be
a source of harm. Misusing God's name includes blasphemy, irreverence, cursing, and profanity.
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Blasphemy - Speaking directly against God and His character.
Irreverence - Speaking disrespectfully about God.

Cursing - Uttering curses using God's name.

Profanity - Using God's name as a common curse word.
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Using profanity and obscenity, particularly in relation to body parts or functions, is wrong according to the
Bible. While some consider this part of the 3" commandment, it's a distinct issue.
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2. Misusing God's name with our actions. Misusing God's name occurs when our actions deny Him,
especially when we practice hypocrisy, lead ungodly lives despite claiming to be Christians, use God's name
for personal gain, pray for personal benefit without seeking God's will, or pray without belief.
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3. Misusing God's name with our vows. Misusing God's name in vows includes making idle vows, rash
vows, false vows, and breaking vows.
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It is crucial to recognize that taking God's name in vain goes beyond using it as a mere swear word; it
encompasses our words, actions, and commitments. Misusing God's name is disrespecting His holiness and
character. It's like using the name of someone you love to promote lies or evil deeds, tarnishing their
reputation.
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Il. The Consequences of Misusing God's Name
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A. God will not hold the guilty guiltless. God takes the misuse of His name seriously, and there are
consequences for dishonoring it. This emphasizes the importance of reverence and respect in our
speech and actions.
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ILLUSTRATION: The Story of Nadab and Abihu
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Leviticus 10:1~3 - Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added

incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. 2 So fire came

out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 Moses then said
to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said: ““/Among those who approach me | will be proved
holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.”” Aaron remained silent.
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As we have read, Nadab and Abihu offered unauthorized fire before the Lord and were consumed by fire.
Their disregard for God's holiness serves as a sobering reminder of the consequences of treating God
lightly. And, that includes misusing His name.

bR EHmATE LY, AT LT ETIZFEORITEZAAIICKZ I SITT-0T, kTHEXRL
SNFE L, HOMEBEIZEE LM O0ITAIL, #EaRA LD 2 LIk DR A2 RmUNICEVE
ZEEET, 2oFIiE, oA EEATLIZELEENTVET,

In the NT, the Jewish people mistakenly accused Jesus for claiming to be God. When in fact, He is God.
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John 10:31~38 - 31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “/
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere
man, claim to be God.” 3* Jesus answered them ... 3¢ what about the one whom the Father set apart as his
very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because | said, ‘l am God’s
Son’? 3 Do not believe me unless | do the works of my Father.38 But if | do them, even though you do not
believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and | in the
Father.”
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ll. Living Out the Third Commandment
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The prohibition to not misuse God’s name is also a call to use it properly. What are some ways?
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A. Reverence in speech. Let our words reflect the holiness and character of God. Avoid using God's name
in vain, whether through profanity or empty religious clichés.
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B. Reverence in actions. Our actions should align with the name we bear as Christians.
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1 Peter 1:15~16 - >"But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do." 16 for it is written: “Be
holy, because | [God] am holy.”
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C. There is power in God’s name. There is a proper context where we can invoke His name.
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1. In prayer - As Jesus taught in Matthew 6:9, we pray, "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name."
Using God's name in prayer acknowledges our dependence on His character and invites His presence into
our lives.
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2. In worship - Use His name carefully. Reference His name lovingly. Use God's name as an act of worship.
In Psalm 29:2, we are invited to “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the
splendor of his holiness.”
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God clearly wants His personal name to be remembered forever. And the best way to remember His name
is to do what King David and other biblical writers did: use His name freely, especially in prayer, praise,
vows, and in retelling His marvelous works throughout history.
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3. In doing the work of the ministry — As Jesus allowed the use of His name to drive out evil spirits.
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Mark 9:38~39 - 38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told
him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 3° “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a
miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, “° for whoever is not against us is
forus.”
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We should respect God’s name and use it appropriately, speaking it in praise or worship rather than in
curse or jest. We should not take lightly the abuse or dishonor of His name.
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Conclusion/Application

Today, we've explored the profound message behind the Third Commandment, realizing that God's name
is not a trivial matter but a revelation of His character.
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Let us commit to living lives of reverence, honoring His name in our speech and actions.
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As we do so, may we experience the deep connection and the transformative power of knowing the God
whose name is "I AM WHO | AM," the compassionate, gracious, and loving God who calls us His own.
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