MIC Worship Service — 2023.10.01
Title: "Honoring Our Parents: A Timeless Commandment”
Text: Exodus 20:12
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your
God is giving you.
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Introduction

Good morning, Brethren!
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In our ongoing exploration of the Ten Commandments, today we delve into the 5th
commandment — honoring our parents, as outlined in Exodus 20:12. This is a timeless principle
that transcends generations and speaks to the essence of human relationships.
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I. The Significance of Honoring Our Parents
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A. They are influential figures

BRERI-BAHEBHEH S AL WDS & [THRRIIEEHDODHBAY] 7-H 5T,
ATRBIZENDHLIANMTH S

1. Our parents shape our lives in profound ways, impacting our outlook, values, and view of
authority.
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Beyond passing on their genes, our parents played a pivotal role in shaping our perspective on
life. They either provided encouragement or deterrence in our pursuit of interests, talents, and
aptitudes, significantly influencing the way we perceive the world. Their acceptance and praise, or
conversely, neglect and belittlement, helped mold our outlook.
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Moreover, our parents influenced our perception of authority. The manner in which we embrace
or reject authority today can often be traced back to the lessons learned from our parents. They
instilled in us the understanding that certain boundaries needed to be set, specific expectations
met, and particular individuals respected and obeyed. These early lessons about authority within
the home set the stage for how we relate to figures of authority like teachers, employers, officials,
pastors and even our relationship with God.
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2. Our parents influence our understanding of success, finances, etc.
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Additionally, our parents imparted their values to us. During our formative years, we absorbed
their beliefs about what was significant and what was not. If they prioritized success, you likely
inherited that drive. If they practiced fiscal restraint, you probably adopted a similar financial
approach. Education became valuable to you if they emphasized its importance. If your parents
nurtured a genuine and evolving connection with Jesus Christ, you likely recognized the worth of
that spiritual relationship. Whether you embraced or rebelled against these values, they
undeniably played a substantial role in shaping the person you have become. In essence, your
parents have left a lasting imprint on your life.
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B. They’re imperfect too
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God calls us to honor our parents not based on merit but out of obedience and our relationship
with Him. We acknowledge that no parent is perfect; they have their flaws and shortcomings. // But
these Dads are cool... I'd like to show you a short video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
4GpchOoEUM
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There exists only one perfect parent, and that is God. The rest of us are deeply flawed individuals,
including imperfect parents.
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ILLUSTRATION: If we examine the families portrayed in the Bible, we find that none of them
qualify as perfect. If you think your family is dysfunctional, consider the Adam-Eve, Isaac-
Rebekah, or Hosea-Gomer families from the Bible. Can you even name one perfect family from
the Bible? The reality is that most families experience the typical ebb and flow of a love affair,
characterized by moments of elation and moments of frustration.
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Susan Hill's insight rings true: "The moment you have children yourself, you forgive your parents
for everything." Imperfect parents are the norm, not the exception. Nevertheless, God calls us to
honor our parents regardless of their imperfections. The 5 commandment is not contingent on
their merit or the quality of their parenting. It is based on our obedience to God and our
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relationship with Him. By honoring our parents, we demonstrate our commitment to obeying
God's command and embracing the life He has designed for us.
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While it may be true that some parents may not seem deserving of our honor due to their actions,
we are nevertheless urged to bestow honor upon them. It is essential to recognize their worth and
refrain from dishonoring them, even if they have caused us pain. It's crucial to understand that by
dishonoring our parents, we ultimately inflict more harm upon ourselves than upon them.
Therefore, let us choose to honor our parents despite their imperfections.
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[I. The Command to Honor Our Parents
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A. Honoring our parents knows NO age limit
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Honoring our parents is a lifelong commitment; it extends beyond childhood. Regardless of age,
we can continue to honor our parents, even after they've passed away, by preserving their
memory.
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B. Ways to honor our parents at different life stages
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A. As children, your duty is to obey your parents. Children are called to obey their parents,
listening and respecting their guidance. In our earliest years, it is our duty to heed our parents'
guidance.
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Ephesians 6:1 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
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Colossians 3:20 - Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
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To obey implies more than merely following commands blindly; it means to listen with the intent to
comprehend and adhere to their guidance. However, this does not grant parents a carte blanche
to dictate any course of action. One must never obey our parents if their instructions contradict
God's Word or lead to sin. Nevertheless, children are called to obey their parents, even when they
may hold differing opinions or believe they know better.
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There are circumstances where children may not grasp the reasons behind their parents'
decisions. This underscores the importance of yielding to parental wisdom.
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ILLUSTRATION: One summer evening, during a fierce thunderstorm, a mother was putting her
young son to bed. As she was about to turn off the lights, he timidly inquired, "Mommy, can you
sleep with me tonight?" Her response was a warm hug and these words, "I'm sorry, dear, | have to
sleep with your daddy."

HHEDYFTDHRKETT, MLLWEROH, SEI/SVWEFEZENLDITTWE LT, BN
BAIEHEZOE LI EEFIEIBTHTE vV, SHIIT—HBIETINE?] £3hF L1,
FRRIEBF RN CIBELE LA, [THANR, NE—RIIERLbrWIALWD L, | &
BEZ LT-DTLT,

A lengthy silence was interrupted by his shaky voice, humorously labeling his father as "the big
sissy." This story exemplifies how children might not always comprehend their parents' choices.
Nevertheless, it remains essential for children to obey their parents. In many instances, our lives
have been safeguarded by adhering to our parents' guidance, preventing us from accidents,
harmful choices, or unfortunate associations. Therefore, as children, it is your responsibility to
obey your parents.
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B. As young adults, you should appreciate your parents. As you mature, you can appreciate

our parents' efforts and sacrifices. You should acknowledge the value of their teachings and seek
to emulate their positive character traits.
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As children grow older, it is a natural and positive development for them to gain independence
from their parents. With time, they begin to notice their parents' imperfections, idiosyncrasies, and
personal challenges. It can be tempting to believe that they possess greater wisdom and should
make their own choices. However, this perspective contrasts with the guidance provided in the
Bible.
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Proverbs 6:20-22 advises, "2° My son, keep your father’s command and do not forsake your
mother’s teaching. %! Bind them always on your heart; fasten them around your neck. 22\When you
walk, they will guide you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; when you awake, they will
speak to you."
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For young adults, one of the most meaningful ways to honor their parents is by embracing the
positive aspects of their upbringing. They can strive to develop the character and values instilled
by their parents, aiming to bring pride to their family.
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Proverbs 23:22~25 -?? Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your
mother when she is old. 23 Buy the truth and do not sell it -- wisdom, instruction and insight as
well. 2 The father of a righteous child has great joy; a man who fathers a wise son rejoices in him.
25 May your father and mother rejoice; may she who gave you birth be joyful!"
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It is often during young adulthood that individuals gain a deeper appreciation for the sacrifices their
parents made. They recognize the effort expended in raising them. Parenting is no easy task.
Have you ever considered how much easier your parents' lives might have been without you?
Have you taken the time to express gratitude to your parents for their patience and support? After
all, who else would have been willing to make such sacrifices?
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As individuals transition into young adulthood and beyond, they can truly comprehend the financial
and emotional costs associated with raising a child. Parenting is a significant financial
commitment.
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ILLUSTRATION: According to one report, figures on bringing up a child in Tokyo from giving birth
to graduating from college averages from about 29 million yen (about US$195,000) to over 60
million yen (about US$403,000). Within that total, living expenses could reach as high as 16.4
million yen (about US$111,000). The lower rates are those who opt to send their children to public
schools, while private education can make the difference of 30 million yen in total child-rearing
expenses, especially if they pursue medical studies. These numbers are based on a survey done
in 2005, still heavily utilized by many to provide figures for current child-rearing expenses -
however, costs may have fluctuated since then.
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Have you ever contemplated how your parents might have used that money for other purposes?
There's a saying that a parent is someone who carries photographs where they once carried
money. Therefore, it is crucial to appreciate all that your parents have done for you. As a young
adult, take the time to express your gratitude and appreciation for your parents.
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C. As adults, we must provide for our parents. Our relationship with our parents changes as we
become adults, but we can still care for them.
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As you enter adulthood, often through marriage, the Bible reminds us that a man is to leave his
father and mother and cleave to his wife. This transition signifies a change in your relationship—
you are no longer solely dependent on your parents. However, this shift doesn't mean that the
bond weakens; instead, it transforms. In adulthood, we are called to provide for our parents,
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emphasizing that while our parents may continue to give, we now have the opportunity to
reciprocate.
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What are some ways in which we can support our parents as adults?
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1. Keep open the line of communication with your parents. Honoring your parents means
treating them with respect and importance. Even as an adult, you can prioritize your relationship
with them by staying in regular contact, spending quality time together, and performing acts of
kindness on their behalf. Every interaction, call, and thoughtful gesture is an expression of honor
to your parents.
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2. Show respect for your parents. Respecting your parents involves speaking well of them,
regardless of their circumstances, even if they are frail or no longer with you.
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Leviticus 19:3 - “Each of you must respect your mother and father, and you must observe my
Sabbaths. | am the Lord your God.”
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Speak kindly about them, and listen to their counsel. The Bible provides examples of this, such as
Moses seeking advice from Jethro, his father-in-law and Ruth heeding guidance from Naomi, her
mother-in-law. Uphold a respectful attitude toward your parents.
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3. Address their needs. The Bible guides us to meet the needs of our aging parents, which can
encompass relational, practical, and financial support. 1 Timothy 5:4 emphasizes our duty to,
"show godliness at home and repay [our] parents...for this is pleasing to God."
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Reflect on the words of Jesus, who stressed the importance of honoring parents by caring for their
needs, denouncing those who neglected their responsibilities by giving to God instead (Matthew
15:4~6).
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Matthew 15:4~6, NLT - % For instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,” and ‘Anyone
who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother must be put to death.’ ®> But you say it is all right for
people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, | can’t help you. For | have vowed to give to God what |
would have given to you.’ ® In this way, you say they don’t need to honor their parents. And so you
cancel the word of God for the sake of your own tradition.
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In short, we have a moral obligation to assist in meeting our parents' financial needs, as affirmed
in 1 Timothy 5:8: "Those who won't care for their own relatives, especially those living in the same
household, have denied what we believe. Such people are worse than unbelievers." Jesus himself
set an example by ensuring his mother's well-being even as He was crucified. It underscores our
responsibility to provide for our parents.
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Conclusion/Application

Honoring our parents is a lifelong commitment rooted in obedience, gratitude, and respect. As we
do so, we not only fulfill a divine commandment but also enrich our own lives and relationships.
Remember, our earthly parents, imperfect as they may be, have played a significant role in
shaping us. Let us honor them, just as we honor our heavenly Father, who loves us with a perfect
love.
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