MIC Worship Service - 2023.10.08 Missions Month
Sermon Series: The Ten Commandments

Title: "Preserving and Promoting Life”

Text: Exodus 20:13, NIV - ¥ “You shall not murder.”

P =X AR
Twobzsp)BL]
HTY 7 hEE2 0E 1387 GIEER) - 13 &L Tidh oy,

Introduction

Good morning, dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we would like to explore a sacred
Commandment, one that lays the foundation for a life filled with love, compassion, and

purpose. Talking about life:--
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ILLUSTRATION: In a groundbreaking discovery, Dutch researchers believe they have identified

a potential upper limit to human lifespan. As life expectancy continues to increase due to

improvements in nutrition, living conditions, and medical care, there is growing interest in
determining the possible maximum age humans can reach.// This new study provides a
unique perspective. Using a comprehensive dataset that tracked the age at death of
approximately 75,000 Dutch individuals, statisticians from Tilburg and Erasmus universities in
Rotterdam have proposed a maximum age limit for women of approximately 115.7 years.
Interestingly, for men, the projected maximum age is slightly lower, at around 114.1 years.
This valuable data spans over three decades, lending strong support to the researchers'

findings.

[SOURCE: https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/researchers-discovered-the-maximum-

age-a-human-can-

attain?utm_medium=flipdigest.ad.20231002&utm_source=email&utm_content=article&utm_c

ampaign=campaign |
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The 6" Commandment we focus on is found in Exodus 20:13, "You shall not murder.” These

simple words remind us of our sacred mission as believers to preserve and promote life.
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I. The Sanctity of Life

The sanctity of life is a fundamental and deeply-held belief, particularly within religious and
ethical traditions. It asserts that human life is sacred, inviolable, and possesses inherent
worth and dignity. This concept has significant implications for how we view and treat human

life in various contexts.
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A. Religious foundations. Many religious traditions, including Christianity, Judaism, Islam,
and Buddhism, emphasize the sanctity of life as a core tenet of their faith. In Christianity, the

belief that humanity is created in the image of God underscores the sacred nature of human

life. Every human life, from the moment of conception (life of the unborn) until natural death
(in old age), carries intrinsic value and is deserving of dignity, respect, and protection. As
Christians, we are called to acknowledge and cherish this divine image in every individual.
This teaching is found in Genesis 1:26~27.
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% Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”?’ So God
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.
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The Bible also contains numerous verses and teachings that emphasize the value of life and

the importance of protecting it.
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B. Inherent dignity. The sanctity of life doctrine posits that every human being possesses
inherent dignity and worth, regardless of their age, race, gender, abilities, or circumstances.
This dignity is not contingent on external factors, achievements, or societal judgments. It is an

intrinsic quality that defines every individual.
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Murder, the taking of an innocent life, is the most direct violation of the commandment "You
shall not murder.” \We are reminded of Jesus' words in Matthew 5:21~22: "You have heard

that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder,’ and whoever murders will be liable to



Jjudgment. But | say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to
Jjudgment.” Our Lord teaches that the sin of anger can lead to the sin of murder in our hearts.
Therefore, we are called not only to refrain from physical violence but also from hatred,

resentment, and unforgiveness.
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C. Caring for the unborn. The sanctity of unborn life can be argued based on a combination
of ethical, religious, scientific, and philosophical perspectives. Among other things, the Bible
affirms the mystery of life from the time of conception as a demonstration of God’s amazing

work.
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Psalm 139:13~16 - * For you [God] created my inmost being; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.

| praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wondertul, |

know that full well. * My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the secret place,

when | was woven together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body;

all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
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Abortion is wrong because it takes the life of an innocent person, an act that God expressly
forbids (Leviticus 20:1~5; 2 Kings 24:2~4). The Law of Moses viewed unborn babies as
human lives worthy of the same rights and protections as adults. God required the same
punishment for killing a child in the womb as He did for killing a grown person. The penalty for
murder was death, even if the life taken was not yet born (Exodus 21:22~25). Abortion is
wrong for the same reason any act of murder is wrong. Killing an unborn child is no different

from killing our parents, neighbor, or the annoying guy at work.
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D. Protection from harm. One of the key implications of the sanctity of life is the duty to

protect and preserve human life. This extends beyond the prohibition of murder to include

safeguarding individuals from harm, violence, and exploitation. It underpins principles of
justice, human rights, and humanitarianism, urging societies to create laws and systems that

prioritize life's protection.
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One question arises and needs clarification: What is the difference between “you shall not
murder” and “you shall not kill”?
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The King James Version (KJV) of the Bible renders the sixth commandment in Exodus 20:13

and Deuteronomy 5:17 as “Thou shalt not kill.” This wording gives the impression that it is

always wrongto take a human life, with no exceptions. However, it is a wrong impression, for

the Bible elsewhere allows for the execution of certain eriminals (Genesis 9:6) and killing in
the context of warfare (1 Chronicles 19:18). So the command “Thou shalt not kill” cannot be

taken in an absolute sense. Instead, the Amplified Bible words it this way: “You shall not

commit murder (unjustified, deliberate homicide).”
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The misunderstanding of this translation has led to unnecessary confusion and personal moral
dilemmas spanning centuries. Among Christians, debates have arisen, and individuals have
grappled with their own ethical predicaments regarding involvement in the mijlitary during
times of war, the use of lethal force as /aw enforcement officers, or the defense of their
families against life-threatening attacks. It is regrettably true that safeguarding a nation,
society, or loved ones can sometimes necessitate actions that result in loss of life, but it is
crucial to distinguish these situations from murder. The commandment “"Do not murder”does

not encompass justified killing carried out as part of one's duty.
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E. Compassion and empathy. Recognizing the sanctity of life calls for a deep sense of
compassion and empathy towards others. When we acknowledge the inherent worth of each
person, we are compelled to treat them with kindness, respect, and love. This includes caring

for the vulnerable, reaching out to those in need, and offering support to those who suffer.
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F. End-of-Life Ethics: The sanctity of life also has implications for end-of-life ethical
decisions. It raises questions about euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide, and decisions to
withhold or withdraw life-sustaining treatment. 7o uphold the sanctity of life means that
these decisions should prioritize life preservation and be made with the utmost ethical
care.
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Euthanasia, or the deliberate ending of a person's life to relieve suffering, stands in direct
contrast to the commandment we discuss today. While we empathize with those who endure
pain, our faith teaches us that there is a better way to respond to suffering. We should seek
palliative care, spiritual support, and companionship in those difficult times. We must not

make ourselves arbiters of life and death, but instead trust in God's timing and providence.
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As a side note, it is a good idea to write down a will concerning property, inheritance and of
course, how your loved ones should proceed in the event of your impending death, whether to

put you on life support or not.
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In my case, I've informed my wife and children that I've indicated in my driver’s license my
desire to donate my vital organs that may be useful for transplant to those who need them

should | figure in an accident and I've lost my heartbeat and brainwaves ---
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G. Social justice and human rights. The belief in the sanctity of life often forms the
foundation for advocating for social justice and human rights. It inspires individuals and
societies to work towards ending violence, discrimination, poverty, trafficking of humans, and
other social injustices that threaten human lives and dignity. That's why there’'s UNICEF, DMI,
World Vision, Open Doors, etc.
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Il. Jesus' Teachings on Life

Jesus, our Lord and Savior, walked this earth as the embodiment of love and compassion. His
teachings underscore the sanctity of life and the call to preserve it. In the Gospel of Matthew,
He declares, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). Our neighbors
include those who suffer, those who are vulnerable, and those who may be tempted to end

their own lives. Jesus' love compels us to reach out to them with care, empathy, and support.
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The teachings of our Lord Jesus consistently promote and emphasize the preservation and
promotion of life. These teachings form a foundational aspect of Christian ethics and provide
guidance on how believers should approach the sanctity of life. What are some of Jesus’
teachings?
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A. The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25~37). In this parable, Jesus teaches
about compassion and neighborly love. A Samaritan, traditionally seen as an enemy of the

Jews, helps a wounded man on the roadside, //lustrating the importance of caring for the well-

being of others, regardless of their background or circumstances.
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B. The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5~7). Jesus' Sermon on the Mount contains
numerous teachings that emphasize non-violence, forgiveness, and reconciliation. For
example, in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3~12), Jesus blesses those who are peacemakers and
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. He also instructs His followers to turn the
other cheek and love their enemies (Matthew 5:38~48).
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C. Jesus’ healing ministry. Jesus' earthly ministry was marked by numerous acts of healing
and restoration. He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, and even raised the dead. These
actions demonstrate His deep concern for the physical and emotional well-being of individuals

and highlight His mission to bring life and wholeness. He Himself declared in the Gospel

According to St. John:
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John 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy, | have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full.
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D. The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11~32). The story of the prodigal son illustrates Jesus'
teachings on forgiveness and reconciliation. Despite the son's waywardness, the father

eagerly welcomes him back with open arms, symbolizing God's desire to restore and preserve

the lives of those who repent and turn to Him.
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E. The Greatest Commandments (Matthew 22:36~40). When asked about the greatest
commandment, Jesus responds with two commands: to love God with all one's heart, soul, and

mind and to love one's neighbor as oneself. These commands encapsulate the essence of
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preserving and promoting life, as they emphasize love, compassion, and care for both God
and fellow human beings.
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On the issue of suicide: Suicide is a tragedy that often results from despair and hopelessness.

As believers, we are called to be beacons of hope, sharing the message of Christ's love and
redemption. Our duty is to listen, support, and guide those who are struggling, reminding them
of the inherent worth of their lives. Suicide leaves behind deep wounds in families and
communities, and we, as the body of Christ, should strive to prevent it through love and

intervention.
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F. The story of the Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16~30). In this encounter, a wealthy
young man seeks eternal life. Jesus challenges him to sell his possessions and give to the
poor, highlighting the importance of prioritizing the needs of others over material wealth. 7hAis

teaching emphasizes the value of human life and specially, spiritual life over material

pP0OS5eSsSions.
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G. The Resurrection and Eternal Life (John 11:25-26): Jesus' declaration that He is the
resurrection and the life reinforces the Christian belief in the promise of eternal life through
faith in Him. This teaching assures believers that physical death is not the end but a transition

to a greater, eternal existence.
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H. The commission to spread the Gospel (Matthew 28:18~20). Jesus' Great Commission
instructs believers to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. That’s why we have Missions Month; why we pray and support
missionaries. This mission is rooted in the desire to bring spiritual life and salvation to people

worldwide.
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Conclusion/Application

In conclusion, the 6" Commandment "You shall not murder”beckons us to a life of profound
significance. It calls us to recognize the sanctity of every human life that has been made in

God’s image. Let us follow in the footsteps of Jesus by preserving and promoting life.
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May we stand firmly against abortion, euthanasia, suicide, and murder. Let us be instruments
of God's love, showing compassion, empathy, and support to those who are suffering and in
need. May we fulfill our mission as believers by upholding the value of life and reflecting the

love of Christ in all we do. Amen.
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