Sermon for MIC, 15 October, 2023

Listening to God - All the Time
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Abraham’s story. God spoke, Abraham listened.
“His belief was credited to him as righteousness.”( Genesis 15:6)

A nation was born.
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Moses’ story. God spoke, Moses listened.

A nation was rescued.
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Solomon’s story. God spoke, Solomon listened.

A nation prospered.
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Mary’s story. God spoke, Mary listened.

A new Kingdom came.
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Paul’'s story. Jesus spoke, Paul listened.

The new Kingdom expanded.
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When God speaks there is sovereign intentionality. That is, when God speaks there is
purpose and power behind the words. So much to gain when we listen, and so much to

lose (as Saul and many of the other kings of Israel found out the hard way).
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God speaks. God is speaking today. Today. Through His Word, through His Son.
Through His Spirit. What will happen?
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One of the things | find extraordinary - really interesting - in the above encounters -

Abraham, Moses, Solomon, Mary and Paul - was their posture before God.
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* Abraham - obedience, worship and fear
(“So Abram went, as the LorD had told him Genesis 12:4”, “So he built an altar---
Genesis22:9”, “Do not be afraid, Abraham Genesis 15:9”)
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* Moses - obedience, fear, humility
(“Here | am--- Exodus 3:4”, “hid his face Exodus 3:6”, “Who am I--+? Exodus 3:11")
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* Solomon - humility, worship, generosity
(“I'm only a little child--- 1 Kings 3 : 77", “sacrificed burnt offerings 1 KINGS 3:4",
“gave a feast for all” 1 Kings 3 : 15)
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* Mary - fear, wonder, obedience

(“Greatly troubled” Luke 1:29, “How can this be?” Luke 1:34

, “l am the Lord’s servant” Luke 1:38)

* Y T7-En, BE. KElE
[O0ECEFEST WHDRBEEZ1:29) | . [ES5LTEDES>BRIEICHRYZFEL
£) WHoREZE1:34) | . [FFEFnIFL=vTdT ULHDBEEE1:38) |

* Paul - confusion, obedience
(“Who are you?” Acts 19:15, “He got up and was baptised Acts 9:18")
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There are some clear common elements to listening - really listening - to God here:

(holy) fear, humility, obedience, worship.
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God speaks. God is speaking today. Today. Through His Word, through His Son.
Through His Spirit. What will happen?
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What is your posture? Let’s look at three scenarios.
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Scenario 1

John wakes in the morning following a long, hard day of work the previous day. He has
slept in a little. But he is determined to have a morning devotion. He sits up in bed and
opens his Bible app. He begins to pray. His mind wanders. He brings it back to prayer.
His mind wanders again. He decides to read his Bible as that will help keep him from
drifting back off to sleep. After reading a few verses, he gets a text from his mother. He
quickly responds. She messages back and wants to know how he’s doing. A text
exchange ensues. After that, John reads some more but he doesn’t have much time
left. He reads quickly and finishes the passage. He sets himself to pray about the
passage he has just read but he notices a work email that has just come in. He doesn’t
answer it but it’s on his mind now. And time is up. His devotion hasn’t really worked
out today but he knows that God loves him regardless. God has spoken to him.
Something about ‘every spiritual blessing in Christ’. It's a good point and he wishes he

had more time to think more deeply about it. But he's off for the day.
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Scenario 2

Shelly is up early in the morning and has showered. She feels fresh and ready to go for
the day. The house is still quiet. She’s good to go for her devotion. She goes to her
sunroom where she sits in her armchair with a cup of freshly brewed coffee and her
Bible. She puts her feet up on the table, feels the morning sun on her face and enjoys

the smell of the coffee. She’s in a happy place and in the mood to listen to God.
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Scenario 3

Marco lives in a monastery. He rises at 5:00am for devotions. He enjoys this discipline.
It's not easy but it feels right: good and healthy. His room is sparse - just a bed, a
desk, a small chest and four walls, one with a window to a courtyard. He sits on the

hard wooden chair at his desk, opens his Bible and begins to read, meditate and pray.
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Which scenario is most conducive to (holy) fear, humility, obedience, worship? | don't
intend to be legalistic about how we should have morning devotions - it will vary from
person to person - but | want us to think very carefully about our posture in listening to
God because listening to God is not something that should be done casually, flippantly

or (to use Jesus’ words) in a ‘luke warm’ way.
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Jesus said,

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled.” (Matthew
5:6)
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“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.(as it was with Solomon).” (Matthew 6:33)
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“Blessed are those who are ‘hot’ for God for they will sit with God on his throne” (@
3:21)
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What is your posture before God? Where is your heart, your mind and your body when

you are listening to Him?
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God speaks. God is speaking today. Today. Through His Word, through His Son.
Through His Spirit. What will happen?
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Something very good will happen.
BUT

And here’s what | really want to get to this morning: you can listen to God well and
receive amazing blessing, and still mess up your life. Because listening to God isn’'t a
one-off (or two-off) experience. Yes, an amazing God-encounter might keep you going
for a while and it makes for a great testimony, but unless your devotion to God - not
your devotion time with God - your devotion to God Himself - unless it’s a lifetime

commitment, don’t bother.
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Jesus said, “anyone who puts their hand to the plough and then looks back is not worthy of
the Kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)
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Look at Solomon. God spoke. Solomon listened with humility, in worship and in
generosity. And God blessed him more than any other man who ever lived. God made
him wise. But we have to ask, “If Solomon was so wise, why did he marry so many
non-believing wives, why did his reign end so badly and why was his loyalty to God so

compromised?” What went wrong?
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Look at Ravi Zacharias. He was one of the most respected figures in modern
Christianity. He was one of the wisest men | ever heard speak. He was one of the
biggest names in Christian apologetics until his recent death. A man who listened to
God and received from God spectacularly. But, he stopped listening. He ‘maintained
his faith’ to the end but he succumbed to moral failure and refused to repent - lied
about it - when confronted on the matter. As such, a lifetime of ministry is now wasted.
No store will stock his books and DVDs. No-one will quote him any longer. He has

became an object of shame.
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Just because God blesses a person in one aspect of their lives, it doesn’t mean that life
cannot become compromised if it is not committed to continue listening to God with a

(holy) fear, humility, obedience, worship in all areas and times.
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Sadly, | could give other modern examples.
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God is gracious. If and when we fall, His mercies are endless - new every morning.
David and Peter are prime examples of that. There are plenty of modern examples of it
too, including me and you. But "to obey is better than sacrifice and to ---..” (1 Sam.
15:22).
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Obedience is key to listening to God. If we're not obeying, we're not really listening.
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There's plenty of encouragement along these lines in the Bible.
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Jesus said, “If you want to come after me you must deny yourself, take up your cross
and follow me” (Matthew 16:24)
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James said, “Faith without works is dead.” (James 2:26)
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Jesus said, “You believe in the miracles but believe in me---" (JOHN 10:38)
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God speaks. God is speaking today. Today. Through His Word, through His Son.
Through His Spirit. Are you listening?
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James makes a very close association between listening and doing. Not listening and
feeling, not listening and receiving a blessing, but listening and doing. Our faith must
produce good works - ongoing - this is what we were created to do. We don’t produce
good works to be saved but rather we produce good works because we are saved. The

love of Christ compels us in our salvation to produce good works. To listen and do.
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Allow me to touch on DMI again just for a minute. It's one of many ministries which
produces truly good works because those leading it and working in it have an abiding

faith in Christ and that faith compels them/us to produce the works that we are doing.
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But here’s the thing | want to check us on again because as someone who’s passion it
is to live in faith and whose job it is to do good works, I'm only too aware of how
difficult it can be to balance both the supernatural work of the Spirit and the need to
‘naturally’ produce good works. What | mean is, sometimes | wonder if we focus on the
signs and wonders of God at times to avoid having to do too much work in the Lord;
and | wonder if sometimes we focus too much on the work of the Lord to avoid the

disturbance that the signs and wonders of God can bring?
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We should be seeking and embracing the miraculous works of God in our lives while at
the same time doing good works as the Spirit enables. Both are the result of listening

to God with a (holy) fear, with humility, in obedience, and in a spirit of worship.
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Let me finish on this.



As you listened to God today, what have you heard? What is happening in your heart?
As you continue to listen to God today, what will you hear? What will happen? Be sure
to listen with a (holy) fear, with humility, in obedience, and in a spirit of worship. And
may it lead to some of the extraordinary works that God has planned for you to do.
Pray.
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