MIC Worship Service — 2023.10.22
Series: The Ten Commandments > U —X : %%

Title: “Faithfulness in a World of Temptation” [ AZKD3% iy {HHRICE 1T SHEFES )

Text: Exodus 20:14, NIV - "You shall not commit adultery."
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Introduction

Good morning, dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we gather to explore the profound meaning and
significance of the Seventh Commandment, "You shall not commit adultery."” This commandment is a
cornerstone of our faith, guiding us on the path of righteousness and purity in a world teeming with sexual
temptations.
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. Understanding the Commandment

I. BEZEMET D

A. Definition. Adultery is often defined as "voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and
someone other than their current spouse or partner.” However, it's imperative to recognize that this
commandment isn't just about extramarital affairs; it's a divine call to fidelity in all our relationships, with a
special emphasis on the sacred institution of marriage. This commandment reflects God's profound desire
for the sanctity of the marriage covenant and the preservation of the family unit.
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Hebrews 13:4 - "Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”
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1. The Depth of Adultery
II. ZEDEHRDES

A. Beyond the physical. Adultery extends beyond physical actions; it encompasses emotional and spiritual
infidelity. Jesus, in His teachings, magnifies this understanding:
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Matthew 5:27~28 - "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' But I tell you that
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart."
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Our hearts and minds are the battleground for adhering to this commandment. We must vigilantly
safeguard them from impure thoughts and desires. The key to victory lies in being led by the Spirit of God.
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Galatians 5:16,19~21 - "So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh... | warn
you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God."
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B. The "Emotional Affair". Have you ever heard of the so-called "emotional affair"? This is a situation
where individuals in a romantic or committed relationship develop emotional connections and
attachments outside of their primary partnership. Unlike physical affairs, emotional affairs primarily
involve deep emotional intimacy, and they exhibit characteristics such as:
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1. Emotional bond. Those involved often share their innermost thoughts, feelings, and personal details
with the person they've become emotionally attached to. They may confide more in this individual than in
their partner.
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2. Exclusivity. Over time, the emotional connection with the third party may become exclusive, with the
individual prioritizing this emotional relationship over their partnership.
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3. Intimacy and attraction. Emotional affairs often involve a profound emotional connection, sometimes
with romantic or sexual attraction. While there may be no physical intimacy, the emotional connection can
be just as potent.
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4. Neglect of the primary relationship: Individuals engaged in emotional affairs may emotionally withdraw
from their partner (spouse), leading to neglect, emotional distance, and strain in their primary relationship.
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It's vital to understand that emotional affairs can be equally damaging to a relationship as physical affairs,
as they erode trust, create emotional turmoil, and potentially lead to the disintegration of the primary
relationship. Recognizing the signs of an emotional affair and addressing these issues is crucial for
rebuilding trust.
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1l. The Modern Challenge

I11. JRAROHE

In today's world, the allure of temptation is ever-present. Digital devices and various social media
platforms promote casual sexual encounters, and explicit content, such as pornography, is widely
accessible. What this emphasizes is that the principles of the Seventh Commandment are just as relevant
in our time as they were in ancient days. Moreover, these principles extend beyond the boundaries of the
Christian faith and serve as universal moral values for all of humanity. Key principles include:
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A. God's design for human relationships. This commandment is rooted in God's design for human
relationships, encouraging us to follow God's plan for the sexual expression of love within the bounds
of marriage. This includes abstaining from fornication, prostitution, orgies, and other sexual
perversions.
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B. Preservation of marriage. Upholding the 7t" Commandment sanctifies marriage as a sacred covenant,
protecting the foundation of strong families, which are vital to stable societies. Marital fidelity is essential
for the well-being and security of individuals and children.
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C. Moral Integrity. This commandment calls us to maintain moral integrity in our relationships. It urges us
to act in accordance with our beliefs, promoting consistency between our faith and our actions, thereby
strengthening our character and integrity.
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APPLICATION: Moral integrity is also fundamental in the mission field, where missionaries often confront
various challenges and temptations. Abiding by 7" Commandment ensures credibility and effectiveness in
mission work.
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D. Promotion of emotional well-being. Adultery is a betrayal of trust that leads to emotional turmoil and
broken hearts. Upholding this commandment contributes to emotional well-being within our marriages.
Emotional security and happiness are more attainable in relationships marked by faithfulness.
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APPLICATION: In mission work, maintaining healthy relationships within families sets a positive example
and provides stability for communities. Missions are not solely about preaching but also about living
Christian values.
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E. Social consequences. Adultery can result in broken families, divorce, and emotional trauma, which can
lead to societal breakdown. Upholding this commandment helps mitigate these negative social impacts
and fosters healthier and more stable communities.
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APPLICATION: Missionaries often work with families, and their faithfulness in relationships not only sets an
example but also offers a stable environment for the community.

EARNIFR & B < Z ENL < WD ORER NFBIFRIIEH & 22 5721 T < #illidts
(C&E LI BRBE 2 1R AL L 97,



F. Spiritual growth. The 7t" Commandment challenges us to cultivate self-control, self-discipline, and the
purification of our hearts and minds. It provides an opportunity for spiritual growth as we rely on God's
grace to maintain purity in thought, word, and deed.
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IV. God's Wisdom, Redemption, and Grace
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A. Wisdom from Proverbs 5. This Old Testament passage imparts several vital lessons against adultery:
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1. Importance of wisdom (vv.1~2). The passage emphasizes the value of wisdom and insight as a guide for
making right choices.
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2. Deceptive temptation (vv.3~4). It warns against the allure of the adulterous woman's enticing words and
smooth speech.
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3. Destructive path (vv.5~6). Adultery is depicted as a path that leads to death and a life devoid of purpose,
ultimately causing destruction.
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4. Maintaining distance (vv.7~8). The passage advises us to avoid situations that may lead to temptation,
emphasizing the importance of establishing healthy boundaries.
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5. Consequences of adultery (vw.9~14). The text highlights the negative consequences of adultery,
including the loss of honor, dignity, and wealth, often leading to regret in one's later years.
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6. Fidelity and contentment (vv.15~20). It encourages faithfulness within marriage, celebrating the love
and satisfaction found in marital bonds.
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7. Divine observation (v.21). The passage reminds us that God observes our choices and behaviors, holding
us accountable.
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8. Self-destruction (vv.22~23). It warns that those who lack discipline and engage in adultery will be
ensnared by their own sins, leading to self-destruction.
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B. Redemption. It's crucial to remember that God is a God of redemption and grace. No matter how far
we've strayed, there's hope and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
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1 John 1:9 - "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness."
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While adultery is a grave sin, forgiveness and redemption through Christ are always available. God invites
individuals to repent, seek forgiveness, and work towards the restoration of relationships.
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ILLUSTRATION: The story in John 8:2~11, set in the temple at dawn, illustrates this beautifully. In this story,
the teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery before Jesus, asking,
"Moses commanded us to stone such women. What do you say?" Their motive was to trap Jesus. After
profound wisdom and grace, Jesus declared, "Neither do | condemn you. Go and leave your life of sin."
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Conclusion/Application

The Seventh Commandment, "You shall not commit adultery," calls us to live with unwavering faithfulness
in a world rife with sexual temptations. Let us strive for purity in our hearts and minds, and for faithfulness
in our relationships, upholding the sanctity of marriage.
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This message of faithfulness is not only relevant in our personal lives but is intricately connected to our
mission work. It underscores the importance of moral integrity, setting a Christian example, and
supporting the message of the Gospel. Faithfulness in missions is an extension of faithfulness in our
relationships and to the calling of the Great Commission.
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May His guidance and strength empower us to keep this commandment in our lives, for His glory and our
well-being. Amen.
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