MIC Worship Service — 2023.10.29

Series: The Ten Commandments U — X : i
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Text: Exodus 20:15, NIV - “You shall not steal.” 1T 7" F5d 20 = 15 & [BATIT RS20, |

Introduction
Good morning, dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

My family has been long time residents in Japan. One thing that we tell our friends and family back in the
Philippines is that Japan is a safe place for us. Not only is violent crime and homicide uncommon in Japan,
but the low incidence of theft also contributes to the sense of security. This means that individuals often
feel at ease leaving their possessions unattended in public spaces, with a high level of confidence that their
belongings are unlikely to be taken. Several times we had left things accidentally on public transport, but
we were able to retrieve them all.
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Today, let us delve into a fundamental commandment of God, "You shall not steal," and explore its
significance for our lives, particularly in the context of Christian mission. In a world often driven by greed
and dishonesty, it is crucial for us as believers to understand the deeper meaning of this commandment
and how it shapes our mission as followers of Christ.
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l. The Commandment: "You Shall Not Steal"
I. A AT D2V

A. The Commandment's origin - Let us begin by affirming that this commandment is one of the Ten
Commandments, given to by God to the Israelites through Moses on Mount Sinai. In Exodus 20:15, we
read, "You shall not steal.” It's a simple yet profound statement that has far-reaching implications for
our daily lives.
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B. Definition — To steal is to take the property of another wrongfully, secretly and unexpectedly especially
as a habitual or regular practice; to take away by force or unjust means; to take sneakily/stealthily or
without permission.
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Examples: Taking something without paying from a convenience store or supermarket; when it suddenly
rains and someone takes an umbrella from the umbrella stand without permission, etc.
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C. The essence of the Commandment - When God commands us not to steal, He is teaching us about

honesty, respect for others, and the sanctity of property. Stealing is a violation of trust and a breach of
the bonds that hold society together.
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Il. The Positive Side: What We Should Do Instead
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A. Work diligently and honestly - In Ephesians 4:28 (ESV), the Apostle Paul tells us, “Let the thief no
longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have
something to share with anyone in need." This verse encourages us to work diligently and honestly, not
just for our own benefit but also to help those in need through our work.
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1. Our mission as Christians involves caring for the marginalized and vulnerable.
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James 1:27 reminds us, "Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their affliction." Instead of stealing from them, we are called to support and uplift them.
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2. Honesty in the workplace is consistently affirmed in the Scriptures.
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Titus 2:9~10 - ? Teach slaves [replace that with modern day workers, employees] to be subject to their
masters [replace that with modern day employers] in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to
them, 1% and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, [WHY?] so that in every
way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.
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B. Be generous and willing to share - Acts 20:35 reminds us of Jesus' words, "It is more blessed to give than
to receive."
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Instead of taking from others, we should focus on giving to those who are less fortunate. Our mission as
Christians should be characterized by generosity, sharing our blessings, and helping those in need.
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As we embark on our mission, we should develop a culture of giving, not taking by stealing.
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Acts 2:45 describes the early believers, saying, "And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need." Let's follow their example in our mission endeavors.
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lll. One more thing: How about tithes and offerings?
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In our exploration of the commandment, "You shall not steal,” we must also address an important aspect
of this commandment that often goes overlooked—the importance of not stealing from God in tithes and
offerings.
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While this commandment primarily relates to not taking what belongs to others, it also extends to our
relationship with God. This includes being faithful in returning a portion of what He has blessed us with in
the form of tithes and offerings.
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A. God's ownership - In Psalm 24:1, we are reminded, "The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it."
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We must recognize that everything we have ultimately belongs to God. Tithes and offerings are a tangible
way to acknowledge His ownership.
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B. The Biblical mandate for tithing - Malachi 3:8~10 instructs us, "& Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you
rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings. ° You are under a curse—your
whole nation—because you are robbing me. 1° Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it."
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Tithing is a means by which we honor God and support the work of His house. When we withhold our
tithes, we are essentially robbing God of what rightfully belongs to Him.
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C. Living out the Commandment in Christian mission
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1. Faithful stewardship - In our mission as Christians, it is essential that we demonstrate faithful
stewardship of the resources God has entrusted to us. This includes faithfully tithing and giving
offerings to support the work of His kingdom.
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2. Financing God's work - The funds generated from tithes and offerings play a crucial role in financing
various aspects of Christian mission, such as supporting ministers, outreach programs, and the less
fortunate. By faithfully giving, we actively participate in advancing the mission of God's kingdom.
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3. Blessings of obedience - Proverbs 3:9~10 encourages us, "Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the
firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with
wine." God promises blessings to those who obey His commandment in tithing and offerings.
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Conclusion/Application

It’s astounding that thieves were closely involved with the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ: Judas
betrayed Him (John 12:6), Barabbas benefited temporarily from Christ (Mark 15:7, John 18:40), two (2)
thieves were crucified with Christ, one who berated Him (Luke 23:39), and one who believed in Him (Luke
23:43).
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Yes, there’s hope for those who have violated the 8t Commandment, “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:8).
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Luke 19:8~10 - 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” ° And Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 1° For the Son of Man came to seek and
to save the lost.”
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In conclusion, the commandment, "You shall not steal" is a fundamental principle of God's moral law,
guiding us toward a life of honesty, integrity, and selflessness. As we embark on our Christian mission, let
us remember the positive aspects of this commandment -- working diligently and showing generosity. By



living out this commandment, we become beacons of light in a world often plagued by dishonesty and
greed, making our mission truly transformative.
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Moreover, we must also consider our relationship with God in terms of tithes and offerings. Recognizing
that everything we have belongs to Him, we are called to be faithful stewards by returning a portion of our
blessings to support His work. In our Christian mission, this stewardship is instrumental in advancing God's
kingdom. May we continue to live out this commandment with integrity and devotion, understanding that
God's blessings abound for those who honor Him through faithful tithing and offerings. Let us embark on
our mission with hearts full of gratitude and commitment. Amen.
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