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but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them

will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
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Please let me pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank You by praising Your name. This morning, at Minoh International
Church, I am placed here to intercede for Your message. I ask that You lead today's worship
service. May it be a worship service in which Jesus is exalted. May your Holy Spirit come upon
those who listen and myself who speak. We entrust this time to you now and pray in Jesus'

name. Amen.
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This summer was very hot, but I hope you all have been doing well. By the way, if [ say “85

out of 138”- what do you think this number is? This is the number of times the Hanshin Tigers



baseball team won a game in this year's Central League. And on top of that, they won the
Japan Championship. What on earth happened this year?! It must have been a happy

miscalculation for the fans.
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Now, let's look at another number: 81 out of 132.

This is the number of times Jesus evangelized to an individual - 81 times out of the 132
times he evangelized in the Bible. (This is written in the book "Soreyuke Dendo [Go
Evangelism]” written by Nobuhisa Yamakita.) The story of the Samaritan woman we are
looking at today is also a story of this one-on-one encounter. Among those who met Jesus,
there were those like Nicodemus who came to Jesus voluntarily, and there were those who
were approached by Jesus. In this story, Jesus spoke to a nameless woman in Samaria. How

did you hear the voice of Jesus?
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When Jesus went from Judea to Galilee and then to Samaria, he sat down by a well outside
a town called Sychar and took a rest. It was just around noon, while his disciples were going

to the town to buy food. (Verses 6-8)
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After a while, there came a Samaritan woman, alone on the road to the village's old well,
with a water bottle on her shoulder, as the midday sun shone relentlessly and sizzling. She had
come to draw water from the well. She was slow on her feet, looking sideways at the few people
in the village. To her, the village seemed lifeless. When she left the house with the water bottle
on her shoulder, she felt a thirst not only in her body but also in her soul. With dirty, worn
sandals stuck to her feet, she paced heavily over the round stones that had been burned like
hot coals by the midday sun. Her cotton clothes were faded and draped sloppily over her
shoulders, and her hair was shorn and dull brown. Her face, which once boasted of beauty and

splendor, was now stiff with sorrow, her skin rough, showing signs of aging and decay.
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Why did this woman bother to come out in the middle of the day to draw some water from
the well? Most people are out to doing things or collecting water in the early morning or at
dusk because it is cooler than in the middle of the day which is at the height of the heat. She

must have had some reason for not wanting to see other people.
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She might have thought, "Oh shoot," when she saw a man sitting by the well, expecting to
find no one there. The mild-faced Jewish man sat down and closed his eyes. He was tired from
walking for several hours on the hot gravel road and was resting his body. The sound of her

footsteps woke him up.
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(v. 7) Jesus said to the woman who was drawing water, “ Will you give me a drink?’. She had
come to the well to do her daily task of drawing water, encountered Jesus, and was spoken to

to by him. The woman was startled and replied (verse 9), " How can you ask me for a drink?"

BnW-obEMEID D A, UK, 22XV ANOBWER, v~ Y ADOLHICELL 1) 5%
e, BDVERPoEPLTT, E.OEial Zo T, 4 = ZAFRIX, BRZ LAaxs, £
XA, [HH| KBz I 5D TT,

No wonder she was surprised. At that time, Jewish men would never have spoken to Samaritan
women. To this wary woman, Jesus asked questions and tried to lead her to the "truth" that

was necessary for life.
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Her reply is an indication that communication with Jesus had been established. It is evidence
that the "phone call of the heart" with Jesus went through. I said "phone call of the heart," but
what do you think? Are you communicating well with God? Are you communicating with Him
daily from your heart? Then Jesus, without moving time, immediately brought up the most

important topic.
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(v. 10) " If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would have given you living water.” This was too symbolic for her to
understand. She asked, " Where can you get this living water?'. The only "water" she knew was

plain water from a spring.
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Nevertheless, Jesus continued with the symbolic story. (vv. 13-14) “#3 Everyone who drinks
this water will be thirsty again, ** but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal lite.”
This water is the "Holy Spirit" that Jesus gives. But the Samaritan woman did not understand
at all what Jesus meant by "water”. She interpreted Jesus' reference to water as meaning "the
Holy Spirit" as literally plain water. (v.15) "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get

thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." she asked.

[FED A ~DK] DAY DOERIZ, HFETH LA ZZAKEZEL T, BT HDEE
%9 5HBDOTT, BEZHE, BEICIVHETHELDOTT, b D3, BEEICHi7- X
N2 I, Bonb by, SU0BHY., FREDHL0TT, BERFOOKE LT, A
72 EFONLVED, b %2828 L CTFE50TT, T2, 2hdon
STV 27D T,

The real meaning of "water welling up to eternal life" is to believe in Jesus as Savior and live
a life full of joy. It is to receive the Holy Spirit and to ask Him for help. When our souls are
filled with the Holy Spirit, there is comfort, joy, and peace. The Holy Spirit is the cleansing
water that purifies us from the power of sin and makes us holy. She did not yet understand

this.
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Then (verse 16) Jesus suddenly said, " Go, call your husband and come back.” The real matter
that had kept her in the midst of her loneliness and distress was right here. We may feel
uncomfortable at the sudden revelation of her private life by Jesus. But this is exactly what is
necessary to receive salvation. What was needed was to humble herself before God and reveal

everything without hiding anything about her life.
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(v.17) She hurriedly replied, "/ have no husband." (v.18) Jesus knew everything about her,
that she had been divorced five times and was now in a de facto marriage. She was feeling self-
conscious, saying to herself, "I am living a life that is not right and not pleasing to God”. This
must have been the first time for her to have her personal life pointed out to her so directly.
She had to secretly go to the well to draw water in the hot daytime to avoid being seen, because

she was the subject of gossip in the village.
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But now a man she had never seen before told her exactly what her past was. And she began
to feel her own sinfulness.
She did not understand exactly what was going on in her mind then, but all she could feel

was that this man was calling her back to the dignity of her soul.
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(v. 26) "I the one speaking to you—I am he." The moment of salvation had now arrived.
She realized that this man, Jesus, was not just any man. She was confronted with this
backsliding self, this life of sin, and her heart turned to repentance to God. She recognized
that she had forgotten God and turned her back on His presence in her daily life, and from

there, she wanted to return to her life with God.
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For those seekers who have not yet believed in and accepted Jesus, I want you to experience
her excitement at that time. And for those who have been baptized and have accepted Jesus,
[ would like you to remember the sensation she felt at that time. What do you think? Are you
communing with the living God until your heart rejoices? Are you sad? Have you lost the joy

of faith? Are you worried that you have not yet borne the fruit you should have borne?
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Isaiah 44:3 says, " For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground."

It is very important to return to this starting point of faith in our daily lives.
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Her immediate response to what Jesus said is evidenced by her actions. She left her precious
water bottle there and ran toward the town. She had not wanted to see anyone, but now she
wanted to tell the people in the village what she had experienced, with her overflowing hope

and joy intact.
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Confident of her "salvation through Jesus," the Samaritan woman no longer had any fear.
(v. 29). “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?"
When the Samaritan woman understood that Jesus was her Savior, she was so happy that she
could not sit still. She had been avoiding the public eye, but she volunteered to go and tell

people about Jesus.
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An encounter with Jesus remade a person. Her heart and life were completely changed, and
she became a "new person” full of joy. Whenever we are troubled and suffer, let us always
return to Jesus, rely on God first, and receive "water welling up to eternal life" that will moisten
our hearts in gratitude, joy, and peace. It is the overflowing, living stream of the powerful Holy
Spirit from Jesus. From the fountain of joy and comfort, we will want to drink more water. In
Jesus, the fullness is full. “Come to the fountain and drink as much as you want. You can never

drink too much. You are always welcome at any time and in any situation." Jesus says.
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Finally, I will read John 7:37-38. %7 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood
and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.?® Whoever

believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
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Let’s pray.

Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us “eternal life” as believers in Jesus. One Samaritan
woman, who had no name, was renewed by Jesus, and the mission went forward in the land
of Samaria. Let us hear Your voice. Let the Lord moisten us. Fill us with the water of life, give
us energy, and make us joyful people. May the people of the world, who are suffering from
war, sickness, and natural disasters, worship the Lord Jesus. I pray that we all may rest in the

"water welling up to eternal life”. In Jesus' name, we pray with thanksgiving. Amen.



