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An Advent Sandwich: Living out God’s Great Story
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Intro

e Good morning! | hope all of you are doing well and staying warm on this cold Sunday
morning.

e Last weekend our family watched The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, a movie based
on the famous novel by C.S. Lewis. It was the first time for our kids to watch it and my
wife and | were excited to see how they would react to the characters and story as it

unfolded. It was a great time enjoying a story with great and stirring themes.
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e As a kid the first movies | really loved were Star Wars; not all the new stuff that you
can't keep track of, but the original trilogy. Luke and Obi-wan; Han and Leia; Darth
Vader and the Empire. That's right, I'm originally a Star Wars nerd(!). As | got a little
older my mom had me read the Lord of the Rings novels by J.R.R. Tolkien. | loved the
books and was so excited when they were made into movies. Every time | watch the

characters set off on their epic adventures, | get excited.
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e What about you? What's a favorite story or movie of yours? Who are the characters

involved? How does the plot develop? What emotions does it stir up in you?



e Whether it's a book or a movie, stories can be very powerful. Their themes of good vs.
evil; finding true love; overcoming overwhelming trials; rescue from imminent danger;
seeing characters’ lives changed and transformed from misfortune to happiness; from

weakness to strength. These are all powerful themes that stir something in our hearts.
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e The reason they're so powerful is because they connect in some way with THE greatest
story ever told: and that’s the eternal story of God: how God made us by his power and
love; how we turned our backs on him and fell into sin, throwing his good world into
chaos; how he came to rescue us from sin and death by sending his one and only Son
Jesus to die in our place; and how he will make all things right and new once more. All
of the world’s stories pale in comparison to the glorious story of God written in the Bible

and impressed on our hearts.
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e The amazing thing is that we are not mere spectators, but active participants in this
eternal story that is still unfolding in history right before our eyes.

e But where are we at in God’s story and what role have we been given to play?

e No actor could properly play their part in a movie if they didn’t know the whole plot and
where the story was headed. And it's the same for us: if we don’t know where we're at
in God’s story, and what is to come, we won’t know how we are to live out our lives and

fulfill the part God has given us.
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e Next week is the first week of Advent, a season when we prepare our hearts to
remember and celebrate Jesus taking on flesh and entering our world to save us.

e The word “advent” is Latin for the Greek word “Parousia” and simply means “coming.”
What is fascinating is that the Bible does not speak of just one advent or coming of
Jesus Christ, but two. The first was at Christmas, the dividing line in our Bibles and the
major turning point in human history, but the second, the true climax and resolution that
we long for is yet to come. We live now in-between these two advents. An advent

sandwich if you will.
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e As we enter this advent season, we want to look today at the reality of Jesus’ first
coming, the certainty of his second coming, and how to live out our part in God’s great

story. That is exactly what we see at the beginning of Acts. Let’s read Acts 1:1-11.
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1. The Reality of Jesus’ First Coming (vs. 1-5)




1. A TROVEEDREMY (1-587)

a. The book of Acts was written by Luke, a doctor turned missionary who travelled and
served extensively with the apostle Paul. But Acts was not his first work, it is a
continuation or sequel to the gospel he wrote that bears his name. That's why he says,

“In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach” (1:1)
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b. Luke’s gospel is a thorough, detailed, investigative account of Jesus’ life, teaching and

ministry. Luke 1:1-4 says, “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have

been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since | myself have carefully investigated
everything from the beginning, | too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, #so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.”
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c. Luke’s gospel begins with the birth of Jesus, and as we just read in Acts 1:1-2 includes
all that Jesus began to do and teach until he was taken up to heaven. In verse 3 we are

told that, “After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that

he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of
God.” (1:3)
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d. This is a reference to Jesus’ suffering on the cross as a righteous substitute for our sins.
He was raised to life after three days and gave convincing proofs that he was alive to
his disciples; he also gave them important instructions about the kingdom of God over

the course of forty days.
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e. This is the first advent that we celebrate at Christmas: Jesus taking on flesh and coming
into our world as the God-man to rescue us from sin by his death and resurrection and

ascending to the right hand of the Father in heaven.
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f. This is the first, critical part of our advent sandwich. This is the first coming that each of
us must respond to: to believe in this Jesus as Savior and Lord or to reject him and face

the consequences of our sin.
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g. It is by believing in this Jesus that we are forgiven and granted eternal life. And it was
the central message proclaimed by the first Christians and by Christians today. Acts

4:12 says, “'?2Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved.”
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h. When we trust in this Jesus, we are given a new start in life and a new identity: we

become children of God and are welcomed into his family forever. John 1:12-13 reads,
“12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become



children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God.
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i. If you have trusted in this Jesus, remember the greatness of what he has done for you.

Be awed at his love, sacrifice and glory. And rejoice this Christmas!
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j. If you have not yet made a personal choice to believe in Jesus, if you are still asking
guestions, that’s great. Please, keep asking and keep seeking. Keep learning about all
Jesus did and who he is. He loves you and wants to have a relationship with you, too.
This Christmas | encourage you to put your trust in him. Jesus and the salvation found
in his name are the greatest gift God could ever give you and he offers them to you free

of charge.
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Transition. When you make a sandwich you have to start with a piece of bread on the bottom.
That’s what everything else builds on. That bottom slice of bread is Jesus’ first coming which
we celebrate at Christmas. But what is the other piece of bread in our advent sandwich? What
is the second advent or second coming of Christ that the Bible talks about? And how does it

affect the way we live our lives? Let’s recap what happened next in Acts 1:4-11.
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2. The Certainty of Jesus’ Second Coming (vs. 6, 9-11)

2. ATZAOBEOEEM (681, 9-1181)

a. Jesus tells his disciples to wait for the promised gift of the God the Father, the gift of
the Holy Spirit. He tells them to wait in Jerusalem until they are baptized with the Holy
Spirit. After giving these final instructions, which we will come back to shortly, we are

told in vs. 9-11, “9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him

from their sight. 1°They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. 1! “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in
the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
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b. Jesus is taken up into heaven right before their very eyes, what we call the ascension.
We are told that the disciples were looking intently up into the sky. They must have
been amazed and perplexed all at the same time. It's easy to imagine them standing

there with their mouths wide open gawking at the sky.

b. A TRIFESOEDFITRIZCEITONE LT AT HBPNA I RDERERERILEDTYT, BF71
LIl EZBAEREIF T EVLWWET, BOIFEE, FRFICYRLAZIEVWHY FHA, O%
RKELFHITTCZEEZREFCWEZ LIRS ICBBRTE XS,

c. It is here that two angels appear and tell the disciples that Jesus will come back in the
same way they saw him go.
d. The angels clearly state that there will be another coming, another advent of Christ. But

this is not the first time the disciples have heard this.
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e. Jesus himself told his disciples this in Mark 13:21-27:

“21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!” do not

believe it. 22 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to

deceive, if possible, even the elect. 23So be on your guard; | have told you everything ahead of time.
24 “But in those days, following that distress, “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give
its light; 2° the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 2’ And

he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the

ends of the heavens.”
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i. The angels are simple repeating what Jesus had already told them: “I'll be back!” to
gather all my people. Arnold Schwarzenegger gets all the credit, but this is Jesus’

line.
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ii. And he told them to be ready. Matthew 24:42-44 says, “4? “Therefore keep watch,

because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch
and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son
of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
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f. The other New Testament authors also write frequently about the hope and certainty of
this second coming of Christ:

i. Paul saysin 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18, “#For we believe that Jesus died and rose again,

and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. ' For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 1 After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 2 Therefore encourage one another with these
words.”
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ii. Peter saysin 2 Peter 3:3-4,8-9, “3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days

scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the
beginning of creation...8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. ° The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to

perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” Here, Peter assumes Christ’s return as a

basic tenant of their faith and hope in Christ and defends it against scoffers.
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iii. By the leading of the Spirit, the apostle John concludes the vision of God’s

revelation of the end times with these words in Revelation 22:20-21, “2°He who

testifies to these things says, “Yes, | am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 2! The grace of
the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.”
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g. There are any more verses we could quote and examine, but there is no denying that
the whole record of the New Testament attests to a visible, bodily return of Jesus that is

central to the gospel and our hope in him as his followers.
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h. It the sure hope that Jesus will return to bring final judgement and salvation; to bring
about the final defeat of Satan and his forces; to bring all things and all history to their
proper conclusion; to redeem us from our mortal bodies of sin and replace them with a
glorified resurrection body; to usher in the new heavens and a new earth where we will

dwell with him forever.
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i. This is the thrilling climax of God’s great story; what our hearts truly yearn for.
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j. What is it that all of us want to know about this great, hard-to-fully-comprehend return

of Christ? It's the same thing the disciples wanted to know: “When, Lord?”
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i. Inverse 6, after Jesus tells them to wait for the Holy Spirit, they ask, “---are you at

this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” And Jesus replies, “It is not for you to know
the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.”

i. 6EIT. A TAHMNEOHICEEZRZFOLIICEEbNIE. BOHIE A RTITILDID
ICEZBEL TS 201E. COBEDOTTD,] &E3hRF L, 1ZTRXITRDLS
ICBEZONET, [LWoeh, FAREBEAWD ZEE, BRIV T-DHD & ZATIE
HYFELA, TNIE. ROATEDDERZL > TEHTEOND I LT,

ii. He told them the same thing before in Matthew 24:36: “But about that day or hour no
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

i. (214 0@EE] 24F3681TC, A TRIFLUFNCHRLZ EZFE--TWET - [
L. ZDOH. ZOEAWDIHBONIE, ZNHRAY FHA, ROEEW-HbELEFHAY £H
/\/o f:ffﬁff(/j’ﬁ{%DOTglbﬂi—g—o J

k. When we were pregnant with our three kids (“we” meaning my wife Yukiko!) there was
always such an awe of seeing the baby grow and develop each day, week by week. And
with it there was a growing anticipation of the baby’s arrival. The doctor gives you a due
date, but you don’t know whether the baby will come early or late. You can’t say with
exact certainty when the baby will come, but you do know with certainty that the baby is
coming and it fills you with great joy and expectation. We don’t know exactly when, but
we know for certain that Jesus is coming and so we stay ready with great hope and

eager expectation.

K A2 BABADFELZTIRL T & ([Ffzb] LIFZEOWWEFOZLTTA!) | IR
Lo A HARERL BIEICHERLTWKCDERZZLIC, WOLBHOSAIBULTVWEL

72o ZLTENEEDBIT, FHERADNPHTLBIEANDEFLEEY FL7-, EBEILADOLHET
ERHIZETONETH. FTEPANRBCEKDINELELINEDNY FEA, FHPAHDLDP S

11



TLBDERICIEEDIOHEWVITNE, FTEPADPC-TLEEWVNWD ZEIFIFEEICHA > TWL
T REBEVEHFICH-INZDOTY, Fizbld, WORSZHMEEICITDhAEWLITNE,
ATRHNKOND ZEFEEREICH>TVWLEDT, REGFEBLRLLGHRFZR > THATWED
TlEH Y FHAD,

Transition: Jesus has come and he is coming again. These two advents are the foundation and
finish of our faith, and we live now, today, right in the middle. How are we called to live in

these times? What role has God entrusted to us?

ATRFTTIC—ERoN, FLBUTERONET, TD2DDFkKIE, AHDOEMNOLIETH
V. £7-ZMTT, B IDFHRICEDELIICEZTLLIKOOLNTVEDTL £ 5D,
FRFBICED LD BB EZFTEENTDTL £ 2 D%

3. Our Part in God’s Great Story (vs. 7-8)

. MDEREMEICHEITINELDEE (7-8E))

a. What is the purpose of this time between these advents? This time between Jesus’ first
and second coming? What did Jesus say to his disciples right before he ascended into

heaven? “’He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his

own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

a. INLDOT FRY b THHOE2DOOFRKOMICHZSOEOENIFATL LI D 1 TRD
VgL BEROBOZDHBETY, 1 TAKRIIKRICESONDER]. BF=bIlAEEhbNi-DTL
£, MIRFEHICEDNTz, [Wobkh FARKEANAWS ZEIE, SRE-IVT-OHMB L
ATIEHY FHA, TNIE. RATEDDERZL > TEHTEOLNDZETT, L, BE
DNHBI=NT-O LR EE, HEREVTZIENZ2ZITET, T LT, TV L L, A8V eEY~
V7oet, IoICHORTET, bizLDiEAERY £, |

b. We live now between the first and second coming of Christ. It is an age of grace: the
grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ for our salvation. It is an age of the Spirit: God’s
permanent, indwelling presence with his people to lead, empower and sanctify us. It is
also the age of gospel witness: the proclamation of salvation in Jesus Christ through his

followers by the power of the Holy Spirit to the whole world.

b.#h72 B35, FUXRMOWEREBEOBICEETTWET, ZNIFEADERTHY . FA7zHBD
BANDITZDICA TR - FYRAMIBWTCEREINIZHBOBEATT, F-HAEZEOERTT @ b
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EBE NOF, BT A0, MAZEBOREHIKENICREL TEONDDTT, £
Nz, BEOIELOBRTLEHY FT, BZEDONICL>T, A TR - FYUXMIESIHELD
ZBLT. A ZR-FUIFOHWEZLHFICENEZ DT,

c. 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”
Peter tells us that the reason for this pause, the reason for this delay in Jesus’ return is

God’s patience. His mercy. He is waiting, giving more time for people to hear the good

news, repent and be saved.

c. IRFADFMET] 3ZIFIZZ SHRNTWET : [*EiF. HBEIALHBNENRLTWD EES
TWB LS, HELEZEEESETWDIDTIERL, HAEEDPTZICHL TR L TEONS
DTT, ENHRUPEZEHNHRL, TRTOADBLHDICEL I L ZLEATELNEDT

T ] RTAIE, COREDER, A TXOBBRNMENDSERIT, MOBMTHZ LA TWE
T, DEVHOBENATT, AAAPRVAILEZEE, LD, Bbnd7zoic, £)ELD
BEEESEXF->THELNEDTT,

d. Jesus himself said in Matt. 24:14 “14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”

d A ZTXZTEED [RRXADBEE] 4F14HTIH>RRTWET . [MIEO Z RS IFEH
RICENEZAONT, IXNTORKICZEEL SN, Zhoi&bl) AkEd, |

e. As this “sandwich generation” we are called to be Christ’s witnesses to the ends of the
earth. It's a privilege given to every single person who believes in Jesus. We are each

given a critical role in heralding and hastening the return of Christ.

e. 2D [ R4y FHR] L LT, AA7BIEHMORTETCFIRXMNDIIALELEZLSBEINT
WET, TNIE. A ZXREZELD2ITRTOAICEZONTFETT, l-bldZnEhn, FUX
FOBEASITASE, BEH2BELREKRINEZE5Z5NTWEDTT,

i. As we read today, we have all been enabled and empowered to do this by the Holy

Spirit, who lives within us. (1:8)

. SHBHRALI-LDIC, A=z, B ORNITFEATEONIEE|ICL->T, 2D
LOBTENTEDZ LS ICEN, hEEZOLNTWVWEDTY, (1% 8E)
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ii. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are growing and becoming more like Jesus.

Referring to Christ’s return, Peter says in 2 Peter 3 (3:11-12a, 14, 18) “*Since

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to
live holy and godly lives 1% as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming... * So
then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace with him... grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”

ii. BEOHICE-T, B IEBRRL. A ZTXOPUEB~AEZZONTWEEFTS, ¥
X FOBBICOWT, T A [RTROFK EFEZ) 35%E11-12a, 14, 18FH TRD £ 5 Ik
NTWET, MZDLIIC, INHTRTDOHLDIPENED DL TN HAai-H-
lF. ENIIFEERZWEBLET A LAITNIEASEWIETL LY, PZDLSICL
T, HOENEKZDZFHLEA, FREZBORIINIEEY FHA, UTEh s, BT
2EL, INLDODZEEZFTFBLLEATWEDR L, LABEHEERWEE L TERZDD BIC
FRICEHL TWEEITALDICEALABEI L, BE\zboETHY ., WETHBA
IR -FUYIMDOEAEABICEOTHRELAEIVL, A TX - FUXMIREDN, 55K
EOBICEREFTHHY EFT LIS, |

As we grow in our relationship with Jesus; as we live lives of increasing love, joy,
peace and holiness by the help of the Holy Spirit we glorify Christ. Our lives give

witness to who he is and the truth and beauty of the gospel.

DA TR EDBERICBEVWTHREL, BEEDMITICE - TEELEEVEFELEBEIAELTW
CANEZEXKDEZT, A= BIEFIVRMNEEBIEFT, -BOEFEIL. FURMEDLILEA
THHID., BEODEEBLEELIZIALTDHHDHRDTT,

iii. We also witness intentionally through our words and actions: looking to make the
most of every opportunity to share who Christ is, what he has done for us and the

hope we have in him.

. fh7=bldF 7z, SECTHZEL TCERNICEELET : FUR M EDLILEATH
L. FURMPITIZ-BEDIDICLTLIEEE 5728, FURMIHIEFLEAZDLBED
7=DIC, HOWHIEEERARICELNT LHICBHFL &£ D,

Transition: This is our role in God’s great story of salvation: to be his witnesses. This is how

we are called to live in this advent sandwich as we await our Savior's return.

IND., BMOEBEBREKNOYEICEITI-Hb0EE T, I, ROWETOBEHREZFHLEDL T
FRYV M- Ay FICEZEZREBITKOONTWEZ EHRDTT,
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Conclusion/Application

As we approach this Christmas season, we remember Christ’s first coming and look
forward to his second coming. It’'s a season of great joy and expectation; a reminder to
seek him and be ready. It's also a reminder that the time is short and that we have been

given a great and high calling as witnesses for Christ.

DY YVARR + V=XV ZMRBICHIZY, FfzblgF )R FOPBEEZRVNEZRI L, FUX B
DHBEZHFLLEAEFT, TNRAZLEVOLHFOEFTHFTHY ., FURXMERD, ERFIH L
ZROVWHIEET, TNIEFARIC, FIEE, A72BIEF VR MDA L L TERTESHR
B E5EZoNTWBRZ xR WRIIEET,

Here in Japan, the reality is that 99% of our friends, neighbors, classmates and
coworkers are separated from God and perishing in sin. It may be a different
percentage, but this is also true of many dear family, friends and colleagues from other

backgrounds as well.

ZZHARTIE, h=bDREA. BEA. FfkE. EMEDIO%AEA LEEN, SEOF TRA TWD &
WHIREABHY T, EGIEDPLERDILL LNFEAD., TNIFMHOEEZF D% < DAYIA
Kk, KA. RIFICHYUTEEFDZETT,

The Christmas season is one of the best times to share Jesus with others. More people
are open to talking about spiritual things, going to church or attending a Christian event
than at any other time of the year. How can we use this advent season to share the

hope that we have in Christ?

JYVRARRA +—XVE AZRBROZEHZMWDAL EDDBEIDICEDLELIEHOVED

ESER

AEYFaTIRIEHEFZ LY, HEIITo7=0 ZJURF DA Xy MISMLT:

Vs &il, IFOEDFRE Y BEZLDAADLERVNTWET, FUXMIHLIHLEZDD
BT, AT BIEZDTERVF - =XV B EDLSIESI ZENTEBLTL LI DY

There are several great opportunities coming up here at church: Christmas caroling at
Minoh Station after the service on December 10; the Christmas carol service and

Christmas party on December 17 and the Christmas worship service on December 24.
Whom might you invite? How might God work in the life of your friend, family member

or coworker as they hear about God’s love for them in?
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CIHRICBVWTH, N WL DOHDFRIFEO LWERAHY £9, 12A1084LFROEMR
THOJ7YVAXTX - FrvAIN, 12A17THDOI7 VAR - Fv AL - P—EXETYRXTR - XN—=T
14—, ZLTI2R24HD 7 ) A ZXIIFETY, HLBLIFHZBTLETH, HLELDEA, K
&, BEMED. MEROBANLEICOVWTHEL & &, BRIIELDAEICED LS IZEANETL
£ D

Some may not be ready to try coming to church yet. How else could you use this
Christmas season to share Jesus with them? Maybe it’s writing a Christmas card
expressing how much you appreciate them. Maybe it’s getting them a small gift and
including a card or a gospel tract. Maybe it's inviting them to have a meal or coffee
together and asking them what their image of Christmas is or if they have ever heard

the meaning of Jesus’ birth and why he came.

FIRHUSICKIEBITETLWEVWADWVWDEITLED ZOLSIBRALHBICIE, A ZTRAEERD
72D, OV IVARRA =XV HEEDESITESIZENTEDLTLEID, 7VATRA—

FICBRHOSTFLZEC LD, IR TLEY M EHAELT, h— FOEFO/NMMIFZRZ

5, bLLCIFBEYO—L—IIFE-T. ZUYRATRADAX—EEWEY . A TROHEDER
PCAIZMESNIZEBRZE VNV Y TZ20b 0 0Ah LEH A

There are many different forms and shapes it could take. You may not know what would
be best. Or what the right approach is. You might be afraid of how they will respond.
Remember, the Holy Spirit it with you; he has empowered you and he will lead you into
what is best, but we need to pray first. As we enter this advent season let’s bring these
people before him by name in prayer; let’s ask God for his wisdom and leading and see

how he will work. You may be the only person who has ever prayed for them.

SEIEBFED D> T, ANRI MDD LLEVAD LNELA, HDUWIE FAHAELL
T7O—FROh, HFORIGEENTWEHEEHDLTL LI, LHL, £TEHILEDLD
VET, CDT7ERYIDOFEHZMRSICHTY ., 1Y) DR TEEDFIZINODAL ZTUEF
B, MOMELEZTEZRD, HHAEDLDICEINEDZERTHELLI, BODTHIZ, HD
ANDIZOIZ, 27T &N BDHDEHBIIThL LNELNDTT,

We live in an advent sandwich: Jesus has come and he is coming again. God is inviting
us to be active participants as he writes the last chapter in his great story of salvation.
How will you share him this advent season? What might God do as we ask him to work

in the lives of our friends and family?
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FAT=BIET R B Py FORICEZTCWET | A ZXERIFT TICESN, T LTHBY
FrkoNFEzS, #iE, CEEBOEREBVOYEORREZELIIHZY ., b zBBAA
SMELLTHEVNTELONEDTY, ZOT7 KXY FOFEIC, HRELIFEDLSITA T RED
ZeEDDEEVWETH, ATZEDNEACPKEDOANEICBWTLCIZISZL5MICES & &, i
Mz L TLEZBHTLLID,

e As we finish this time today, | want to ask you to write down the names of 3-5 (or
more!) non-Christian family, friends, classmates, neighbors, or co-workers whose
salvation you want to pray for. Write down five people that you want to pray for this
Christmas and how God might want you to share Christ with them. You can use the card
you wrote today as a reminder to pray during this season and there are extra cards at
the back if you would like to use them to invite a friend or as a Christmas card to give to
someone. I'll give you a few minutes to pray and write down their names and then |
want you to share your list with the person beside you and pray together for God’s

mercy and leading in their lives.

SHOZOBBAERKRZIDIIHZY., BREDPBODIZHIZHYIZWERS /I URXF vV OR
e, RA. FIERE. BEA. BEOZFIZ3~5A (F/zldZn UL ) FEEHLTCET W, 54F
Dy YVATR FRICHY ImWAZSAZEZH L, BRIFEDPDZDALBICEDL S IZF U R H
EIGADZEHRBATELNEZ I ZENTLIZES W, SHEWZA—FIE. ZOFFICHZI -0
DYVRAVR—=—ELTEIZENTEET, F/oo RAZRBEFLRZY, #ENICEBEZ U XATRA
—RELTHEVEZWGEEIE. BAICRDBA—FPHYVET, T LT ZOVXMEBEOANESD
MHEWL, BODANEICEHOENAEEEZAH D LD IC—HEICHTT > T I,

Main Scripture Text

Acts 1:1-11
In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared
to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. # On one occasion, while he was
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. ® For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

®Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom
to Israel?”

’He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
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0 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white
stood beside them. 1! “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven.”

2T OEEFTIZHSER2017

BErEngE 1:1-11
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IANZFOBEFE 1:12-13
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