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Title: "The Annunciation”

Text: Luke 1:26~38, NIV
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% |n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town
in Galilee, #to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 2 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.”

2 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might

be. 3*But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,; you have found favor with God. %t You
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. ¥ He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father

David, %3 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever,; his kingdom will never end.”

% “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”

% The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. * Even Elizabeth
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to
conceive is in her sixth month. 3 For no word from God will ever fail.”

8 “l'am the Lord’s servant " Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the

angel left her.
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Introduction

Good morning, brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we delve into a sacred and profound
moment in the Christian narrative -- the Annunciation or the announcement of the birth of
our Lord Jesus. In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 1, verses 26~38, we find the angel Gabriel
delivering a message that would change the course of human history. Let us open our hearts
to the Word of God as we explore the significance of the Annunciation and the lessons it holds

for each of us.
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Take an honest look at the world around you, and you'll encounter a myriad of challenges.
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e Personally, | know some people who have died or some friends who have lost a loved
one this year.

e The most recentis a 24-year old mother who battled and lost to typhoid fever on 11/24
(Fri), a stark reminder of the fragility of life.
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Among the people | know, including some within this church, there are those grappling with
formidable challenges in their lives.
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In the face of this troubled world, the question emerges: What is the solution?
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Surprisingly, according to the Bible, the answer is not conventional. Today's passage reveals
that God has intervened through a miraculous birth to rescue people. Let's delve into the

specifics of this passage.
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l. Divine Intervention

l. DA

The town of Nazareth is the humble backdrop for a divine encounter. In this passage,
Nazareth earns its first ever mention in the Old or New Testaments. Remarkably
unremarkable, it remained absent in the Old Testament, Apocrypha (extra-biblical literature),

and in the writings of the Jewish historian, Josephus.
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A Bible commentator noted that despite its location in the general region of Galilee, Nazareth
is situated 24 km away from the Sea of Galilee and 9.6 km from the closest major road. The
village struggled with a limited water supply, relying on a single, relatively weak well at its
center. The situation for God's chosen people has been bleak, not just for years but for

centuries.
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Despite its humble characteristics, Nazareth became eternally linked with Jesus, who was
consistently referred to as Jesus of Nazareth in various biblical passages (Mark 1:24; John
18:7; John 19:19; Acts 2:22).
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John 19:19 - Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: “Jesus of
Nazareth, The King of the Jews.”
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Yet, in the midst of adversity, God manifests in an unexpected manner.
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Luke 1:26~28 - %|n the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, ¥ to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 2 The angel went to her and said,

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
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Two (2) surprising elements stand out.
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A. Firstly, it's peculiar. Acknowledging the skepticism some harbor toward biblical
narratives, it's important to recognize the clash between the supernatural events
described and a naturalistic worldview that denies the existence of the supernatural

(e.g., an angel appeared).
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Wyatt Graham, who serves as executive director of The Gospel Coalition Canada,

contends that Christianity, is inherently peculiar, demanding beliefs that defy
conventional understanding. Embracing this peculiarity is crucial, as it grounds us in the
reality of a God who cares and acts in unexpected ways, as depicted in this passage.
He said: “Christianity is delightfully weird. And we really cannot make sense of life

without this weirdness.”
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If the Bible is true, then reality is very different from the way we usually think. There is
a whole spiritual world that we tend to ignore. And behind that world is a God who

cares and acts, sometimes in surprising ways like He does in this passage.
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Graham continues: “/f we do not embrace this strangeness, we will not be able to make sense
of life. We will not be able to discern what is really real. We will never expect to encounter an

angel during an evening walk. And that is a real tragedy.”
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Be careful of the danger of losing the strangeness of Christianity. If we lose it, we lose more
than we can afford to lose. We lose the truth that God is real, and that He cares, and that He

has acted in history to save us.
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B. The second surprise lies in the personal nature of God's intervention. Observe
the profound personal nature of God's actions in this narrative. The angel Gabriel
was specifically dispatched by God to a distinct city and an individual. Even those
who perceive God as active may inadvertently envision Him as a distant creator, akin
to a clockmaker who crafts a clock, winds it, and then steps away. However, this
passage serves as a reminder that God engages with us on a personal and specific
level — not in a vague sense, but with individual people in specific locations. Your
name is known to God. Your address is not a mere detail to Him.
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Brethren, it's crucial not to overlook the uniqueness inherent in Christianity. Resist the
falsehood that God is distant and that only the visible is real. To discard elements like angels
and the virgin birth is to forfeit the profound truth of a God intimately acquainted with your
name and fully aware of the intricacies of your individual circumstances. God has intervened

in a way that goes beyond the ordinary.
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Il. The Miraculous Virgin Birth
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If an angelic visitation wasn't enough, this revelation takes it a step further.
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Luke 1:31~35 - * You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. % He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the

throne of his father David, > and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his

kingdom will never end.”

38 “How will this be,”Mary asked the angel, “since / am a virgin?”



% The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
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Jesus, born of a virgin, is a concept that challenges conventional understanding. While difficult
to accept, this passage emphasizes three (3) crucial reasons why the virgin birth is
indispensable:
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1. It underscores God's supernatural intervention to save us, a deliberate act that sets Jesus
apart from ordinary human births.

2. It allows Jesus to embody both divinity and humanity—a necessity for Him to serve as our
Savior. Without humanity, He couldn't pay the debt owed by humanity, and without divinity,

He couldn't bear the penalty for our sins.

3. The virgin birth enables Jesus to be sinless, a unique quality given that all humans are born

with a sinful nature.
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This miraculous birth, while challenging to fathom, reinforces the idea that the God who

created life from nothing can also supernaturally initiate life in the womb.
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Furthermore, Jesus is no ordinary individual. Referred to as the Son of the Most High, He is

destined to reign eternally on David's throne, underscoring His identity as God's own Son.
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Whenever we recite the Apostle's Creed, we affirm our belief in Jesus as God's only Son,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary—a declaration emphasizing the

unigueness of Jesus in history.
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lll. Saving the Humble
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The narrative takes an unexpected turn when we consider the vessel through which God

works, the Virgin Mary.
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Mary, a seemingly ordinary individual from an obscure location, embodies humility. Her
response, “/ am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38), sets an
example not of greatness but of humble submission. God doesn't choose the powerful; He

embraces the humble, reaching out to seemingly insignificant individuals in remote places.
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The strangeness of this story invites contemplation. Are we ready to embrace its peculiarity?
Can we acknowledge the existence of a spiritual realm involving God and angels? Are we open

to the idea that God is intricately connected to our lives, knowing us intimately?
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Recognizing Jesus for who He truly is demands a willingness to accept His unparalleled role in
history. He is not just a remarkable figure; He is the only individual who is both God and

human, the divine Son destined to rule over an eternal kingdom.
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Conclusion/Application

In light of this revelation, how will we respond? The call is to humility, mirroring Mary's

submission to God's divine will. God has acted through a miraculous birth to save people.
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As we reflect on this narrative, let us not lose sight of its profound strangeness. May we
humbly acknowledge the reality of a God who cares and acts in ways that defy our

conventional understanding.
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Like Mary, let us respond with submission and trust, accepting God's solution to our greatest

(sin) problem—placing our trust in Jesus, the Savior who came to rescue us.
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