MIC Worship Service - 2023.12.10 2" Sunday in Advent
Title: “Are You Miracle Ready?”
Text: Luke 1:5~25, NIV
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®In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged
to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. ® Both of
them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees
blamelessly. "But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they
were both very old.

80nce when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before
God, *he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of
the Lord and burn incense. ®And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the
assembled worshipers were praying outside.

1Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of
incense. ¥ When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. ¥* But the angel
said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wite Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you are to call him John. ** He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth, *° for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take
wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is
born. ¢ He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. *” And he will go on
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Eljjah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.”

18Zechariah asked the angel, “How can | be sure of this? | am an old man and my wife is
well along in years.”

¥ The angel said to him, “/ am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have been
sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. % And now you will be silent and not able to
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true
at their appointed time.”

2L Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so
long in the temple. 2 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen

a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.



B\When his time of service was completed, he returned home. ?* After this his wife
Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. # “The Lord has done
this for me, "she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among

the people.”
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Introduction

The Jerusalem Post, an Israeli news company, bannered on its website this question on
October 8, 2023: “Hamas attack: The greatest intelligence failure in Israeli history?” In

another post on November 28, a partial answer to the question could be gleaned:
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“But piecing together the different insider accounts along with leaked information, what
emerges is that a non-commissioned officer in Intelligence Unit 8200 Officer “V” is the female
hero who foresaw the full scope of Hamas’s plans and warned about them multiple times
before October 7. There also seems to be little question that her superior officer, a lieutenant-
colonel, will be painted as one of the primary people who failed on the issue, dismissing her
warnings as “imaginary.”
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In short, the warning was treated as ordinary, routine, and not to be taken seriously---until the
unthinkable happened: the slaughter of 1,200 people, around 250 were taken as hostages and

22 Israeli villages were invaded by Hamas terrorists.

Ed I, TOTEEVOEEIL, £<H2HY)IN/FRE LTHERbODNTL FWV, ERICEER
ZHE T HHRENEZ 2 E T BERIICZITEDoNGA 57D T LT,

1,200 A D EFR E 4. #9250 AN ABICE SN, 2204 R T TIILDORANTZDTAY R~ IZ2EE
SNBEWVWD, BRZIET DI ENRIDETIE. « o

In our daily lives, it's easy to get caught up in the routine and forget to expect the
extraordinary. This is true even for wonderful things. Like the Israelites in the wilderness, or
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those who witnessed the works of our Lord Jesus Christ, we can become numb to the miracles

happening around us.
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In our Gospel story today, the angel Gabriel delivered six (6) wonderful promises to Zechariah:
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1. Your prayers will be answered (v.13a).

2. God has shown kindness by giving him a son to be named John (v.13b). John, means,
"grace of God").

Joy and delight will fill your life (v.14).

Your child will be extraordinary (v.15).

Israel will experience a revival (v.16).
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Your child will pave the way for the Messiah (v.17)
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Zechariah, however, doubted these promises and asked for more evidence. This is a common

theme in history when people demand more proofthan what God promises. Remember Moses
(Exodus 3:1~4:17)? Gideon (Judges 6:17, 36~40? Thomas (John 20:24~29)?
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The Bible tells us to "walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).
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So, how can we prepare for miracles?
TlE, B BbEEDL D ICL THBIZZITBHEANTEHDTLLIN?

l. Be ready spiritually — verse 6
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¢ Both of them [Zechariah and Elizabeth] were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the
Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly.

6.7 eh, MOMEBNICIELL, FOIARTOHHETEDZHZELR L BAIT>TW e,

Consider the remarkable aspect of this couple's lives, and let's not dismiss them entirely.
Despite the absence of visible miracles, they remained devoted to living faithful and godly
lives. In the midst of Israel's 400 "silent" years (that is, the time between the last book of the
Old Testament, Malachi, and the first book of the New Testament, Matthew). That said period
was marked by a lack of God-given prophecy, recorded angelic messages, and notable

miracles, these two (2) servants stayed true to their faith.
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APPLICATION: The question arises: when there's no applause, no one observing, and the

future seems uncertain, do we persist in our faithful living for God, always prepared to
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respond at a moment's notice?
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This is the kind of conviction that the apostle Peter talks about concerning the believer’s life:
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1 Peter 1:7~9 - 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater

worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and

honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Though you have not seen him, you love him, and even

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and

glorious joy, ® for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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1. Keep ministry from becoming mundane - verses 8~9
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8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, ° he
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the
Lord and burn incense.
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In the Jewish temple, around 20,000 priests were organized into 24 courses of ministry, with
each group serving two (2) eight-day periods (16 days total) annually. Within each course,
there were about 830 men. For Zechariah, the opportunity to burn incense was a rare
occurrence, a once-in-a-lifetime event. While it was a special occasion, it paled in comparison

to what God had in store for that unigue moment.
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Regrettably, Zechariah, engrossed in the routine of his duty, overlooked the profound
significance of the experience. There's a danger that our engagement in ministry can lose its

luster, becoming mundane. The extraordinary can become ordinary.
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We might reach a point where we mechanically go through the motions of life, forgetting the
profound impact of simple acts such as welcoming guests, praying for the sick, or being part

of a ministry, etc.
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What would be necessary to keep ministry from becoming mundane? A fresh sense of

purpose.
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ILLUSTRATION: After the great fire of 1666 that leveled London, the world’s most famous
architect, Christopher Wren, was commissioned to rebuild St Paul’s Cathedral. One day in

1671, Christopher Wren observed three (3) bricklayers on a scaffold, one crouched, one half-
standing and one standing tall, working very hard and fast. To the first bricklayer, Christopher
Wren asked the question, “What are you doing?”to which the bricklayer replied, “/’'m a
bricklayer. I'm working hard laying bricks to feed my family.” The second bricklayer responded,
“I'm a builder. I'm building a wall.” But the third bricklayer, the most productive of the three
and the future leader of the group, when asked the question, “What are you doing?” replied
with a gleam in his eye, “/’'m a cathedral builder. I'm building a great cathedral to The
Almighty.”
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What a personal expression of purpose that transforms his attitude and gives a higher
meaning to his work. Another term for purpose we use in ministry circles is “calling.” For the
first bricklayer, building the wall was a job. For the second bricklayer it was an occupation. For

the third bricklayer, it was a calling.
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APPLICATION: The Christian life is an invitation to walk through your days taking nothing for
granted, knowing that God is with you and “for in him we live and move and have our

being” (Acts 17:28a). He has a calling for your life. In addition, there must be conscious

acknowledgment of the amazing things and people that make up your life.
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lll.  Persistin prayer — verse 13
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13But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, your prayer has been heard. Your

wite Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John.
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Zechariah prayed persistently, even when answers seemed unlikely. Despite being beyond the
age of childbearing, Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, continued to pray for a child with
unwavering persistence. Even though he harbored doubts about receiving an answer, he

remained committed to earnestly seeking it through persistent prayers on his knees.
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Luke 11:10 emphasizes the continuous nature of prayer. “For everyone who asks receives;
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”
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APPLICATION: Are we persistent in seeking God, especially when things seem challenging?
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IV. Trust God and His Word- verses 18~20
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187echariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? | am an old man and my wife is well
along in years.”

Y The angel said to him, “/ am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have been sent to
speak to you and to tell you this good news.? And now you will be silent and not able to
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true

at their appointed time.”
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Jesus rebuked the religious leaders of His time for insisting on a sign.
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Luke 11:15~17a; 29~30 - ¥* But some of them said, “By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is
driving out demons.”*® Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven." Jesus knew
their thoughts---.

» As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a sign, but

none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.” For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so
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also will the Son of Man be to this generation.”
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The issue wasn't their desire for a clearer understanding of God's will, but rather their
insistence on more evidence than what God had already conveyed in His Word. Zechariah, too,
fell into this trap. Upon hearing God's message through the angel Gabriel, he sought additional

confirmation.
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Many times, we comprehend God's message, but we hesitate to believe until more evidence is

presented. We often demand more proof than what God is willing to provide.
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APPLICATION: It's crucial to grasp the straightforward truth that God's Word is sufficient—His

word is conclusive and final. We must not put a question where God has put a period.
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Conclusion/Application

Let's learn from Zechariah's story and be prepared for the miraculous by living faithfully,

appreciating the significance of our daily actions, persisting in prayer, and trusting God and
His Word alone.
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