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1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went
to their own town to register.

4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. ® He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. ® While they were there, the time came for the baby
to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 12 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. X Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 2 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

1650 they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. ¥ When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this
child, 8and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. ° But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart.2° The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the
angel had given him before he was conceived.
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Introduction

It's been years since we last celebrated Christmas in the Philippines. Thankfully, my wife and | had a
glimpse and feel of the season when we went there to visit our relatives in November of this year. In many
places you’ll see Christmas decorations —in houses, in malls, in town plazas (square) and even in some
public transportation. Christmas lights are quite a sight to behold, esp. when you go out at night.
Manmade stars of all sizes and figures of angels adorn Christmas trees and dioramas of Jesus’ nativity.
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Of course, while the religious aspect of Christmas is central to its meaning for Christians, the holiday has
also become a cultural and secular celebration in many parts of the world. But today, | would like us to
revisit what actually happened on that first Christmas, when Jesus was born.
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In particular, let’s hear what the angel had said when he appeared to the shepherds at night.

Frio, REDE, FEWEBICHNZ & SR HEICHZBHI THAEL X D,



10yt the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for
all the people. * Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 22 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

10 EVI I HIcE -T2, TRNBAZEIEHVERFA, 4. FAIZOREEDTZDHOTIESL LU
BEORZHORIIKZDOTY, 11 x5 FETORT, HRENDEZOTZDIZ, BWERBEENIZ
RVELE, TOFZEFEXFYRADITYE, 12 HR7EBTEE, A 3F - THREBITIZBETED
NHHLEY TERDTET, Thdd, HRICBIDOIDDOLELTY, |

(N “Do not be afraid” — verse 10a
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Verse 10 begins with a powerful command from the angel: ‘Do not be afraid.’ These words are not unique
to this moment in the Christmas story; rather, they echo throughout the pages of Scripture, revealing a
consistent reassurance from God to His people in moments of divine encounter.
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In Genesis, when God appeared to Abraham, He said, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield' (Genesis
15:1). When the angel spoke to Daniel in a vision, the message was, ‘Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the
first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your
words were heard' (Daniel 10:12). And when the women discovered the empty tomb after Jesus'
resurrection, the angel declared, ‘Do not be afraid. He is not here; he has risen' (Matthew 28:5~6).
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Why is ‘Do not be afraid’ one of the most repeated commands in the Bible? Because fear is a common
human response to encountering the divine. When faced with the majesty and glory of God, a natural
response is awe, reverence, and yes, fear. The shepherds on that holy night outnumbered the angel, yet
the angel's radiant presence terrified them. Who among us wouldn't feel a tremor of fear in the face of
such celestial glory?
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But here's the beautiful truth: these words are not just a historical command; they are a timeless
reassurance meant for us today. In a world filled with uncertainties, challenges, and fears, ‘Do not be
afraid’ stands as a Christmas message for each of us.
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Consider the fears that grip our hearts today. The fear of the unknown, the fear of loss, the fear of failure,
the fear of the future. Just the thought of these fears can feel like a shadow looming over us, draining us of
strength and vitality, much like the shepherds must have felt in the presence of the angel.
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Yet, the message persists: ‘Do not be afraid.’ This is not a trite dismissal of our very real fears but a
profound invitation to find our security, not in the absence of fear but, in the presence of God. As we
navigate the challenges of today, let us hold fast to the assurance that God, who calmed the fears of
Abraham, Daniel, and the shepherds, is the same God who speaks these words to us.
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Christmas, at its core, is an invitation to exchange our fears for faith, our uncertainties for trust. The angel's
command is not just a call to overcome fear but an invitation to live with unwavering confidence in God's
sovereignty and providence.
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So, my dear friends, whatever fears may haunt your heart this Christmas season, hear the resounding
words of the angel: ‘Do not be afraid.’ Let the message of Christmas be a balm for your fears, a
reassurance that in the midst of the unknown, you are held in the loving hands of the One who came to
dwell among us.
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Il “I bring you good news” — verse 10b
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How often do we hear good news? In reality, we are bombarded with bad news most of the time. Try
doing a cursory look at today’s news stories. I’'m almost certain that what you’ll find are more tragedies,
intrigue and disaster.
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Yet, God sent His angel to tell the shepherds the best news there is. He described this news as something...
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A. “That will cause great joy”
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The original language used for joy is chara, which is close to charis meaning grace or gift. Both are
corollary to each other. Or, at least, joy springs from the gift that is totally undeserved.
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The good news is often associated with salvation, the coming of the Messiah, and the establishment of
God's kingdom.
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Isaiah 52:7 - How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
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The ultimate good news is the message of redemption and reconciliation with God through faith in Jesus
Christ.
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Romans 1:16 - For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
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Believers are encouraged to share this good news with others and to find hope, joy, and peace in the
salvation provided by God. Hence, Christmas is a time of joy and celebration as we reflect on the gift of
salvation and the hope that Jesus brings.
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This good news is not only described as one of joy. It also identifies the scope of its blessing.

ZORVAILEIL, EEEVCELTHELNLTVDIDOTIEH Y A, TOUEDIRERENT
l/\jz‘ﬁ_o

B. “For all the people”
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One amazing truth about the good news is that God intended it to be known “for all the people” — not just
for the Jewish people, not just for a select few. Christmas and Christianity transcend culture, socio-
economic situation and religion. It is “for all the people.” No wonder, St. Matthew’s account of the
Christmas story includes the visit of the (Magi) wise men from the east. They were foreigners.
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In my many years of teaching the Bible, I've encountered people who told me that they don’t want to
become a Christian because Christianity is seen as a foreign religion, often mistakenly assumed that it’s a
western religion.
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I would like to say that the Christian faith spread throughout the world beginning in Jerusalem, Judea and
Samaria from present-day Israel (obviously, Asia). However, from the very start, God wanted this good
news of great joy to be appreciated, accepted and believed in by all people ... all over the world!
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John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.
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1. “A Savior has been born” — verse 11
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11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
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Consider for a moment the weightiness of this title, 'Savior.’ It goes beyond a mere title; it encapsulates
the very essence of our deepest needs. If our greatest need had been knowledge, God might have sent an
educator; if it had been technology, a scientist; if wealth, an economist; if pleasure, an entertainer. But our
greatest need, the core of our human longing, was forgiveness. Therefore, God, in His infinite wisdom and
boundless love, sent us a Savior.
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Christmas is not merely a celebration of a historical event; it is the joyous proclamation of God entering
our world, taking on human form, and offering salvation. It is the realization that, in Jesus, we find the
forgiveness we desperately need. It means that God didn't leave us stranded in our brokenness but sent
His Son to be the bridge between our humanity and His divine mercy.
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For each of us individually, Jesus as Savior means reconciliation with God, a fresh start, and the assurance
of eternal life. It means that in our brokenness, we find healing; in our sin, we find forgiveness; and in our
darkness, we find the light of His grace.
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On a larger scale, for humanity as a whole, Jesus as Savior heralds the dawn of hope. It is the divine
response to the universal cry for redemption. The Christmas story, from the humble manger to the

triumphant resurrection, is a narrative of God's relentless pursuit of His creation, offering the gift of
salvation to all who would receive it.
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So, as we celebrate this Christmas, let us not merely exchange gifts and revel in festivities, but let us stand
in awe of the Savior born in Bethlehem. Let us embrace the transformative power of His love and share the
good news that in Jesus, we find the Savior who meets our deepest needs, personally and collectively.
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Again in John 3, we read these words: 17 For God did not send his Son [Jesus Christ] into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s
one and only Son.
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Conclusion/Application

As we stand on the threshold of another Christmas, let us carry with us the profound messages of that holy
night. The angel's resounding words, ‘Do not be afraid,’ echo through the ages, reminding us that in the
face of life's uncertainties, God's sovereignty prevails. In the cacophony of bad news that often surrounds
us, let us cling to the extraordinary good news that brings not just joy, but grace -- a gift undeserved.

SHEL T VAR ARIEDNTZES, HOBERDIBOENA v —VEIcAAEL LY, [BNnb
LBV ERA] LWV RFEOSHET, HREBEA TEXIEY . NAEORFHEEMEICET LT
b, MOEHEPBRT L2 EERTEBIORLET, D EZEY HTEVE L EORBGIEOH
T, BT T, BAH (ZTDHIMEL2WE~DOEEVY) 2672078 BEWASEICL
MNHEDZ ) TIEDH Y FHAD,

Christmas, my dear brothers and sisters, is not a celebration confined by culture or religion; it is a universal
proclamation of hope and salvation 'for all the people.’ Just as the shepherds and the wise men from the
east converged at the manger, let us recognize that the love of God knows no borders.
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As we embark on this Christmas season, let the messages of 'Do not be afraid,' 'Good news that brings great
joy,"and 'A Savior has been born' resonate in our hearts. May we live out these truths, not just in this season
but throughout the year. Let the joy of Christmas be a beacon of light in the face of darkness, and may the
love and grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ, guide us in all our days.

J VAT A« =R EHZ2D2H-0, RnsZLidboEda) . [TELLOVEVCEH
LHICKEZDOTT ] . ROERBAFNICRVELE] EWIHIAvE—V 2 NIENEE L &
Ve LT, ZOFEHET TR, " HFEZBLTINOLOEMAZEXZZENTEET LIS
J VAR ADEONREERZROTHERD OFEA =R - F VR NOFLEELAPFZLOH X
ZBNTINET LI,



May this Christmas be a time of reflection, gratitude, and spreading the good news to all those around us.
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