MIC Worship Service — 2023.12.24
Title: “The Shepherds’ PIE” [ F-£idy = 6D N1
Text: Luke 2:1~21, NIV /L OfE5E 2 & 1-21 Hi

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went
to their own town to register. #So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. >He went there to
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. ® While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths
and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. °® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 12 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. 1 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 2 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 1€ So they hurried off
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. ¥ When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, ¥ and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds said to them. ® But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her
heart.22The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the
angel had given him before he was conceived.
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Introduction
Merry Christmas!
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Today’s message is titled, “The Shepherds’ PIE”. Please note, this is not referencing the classic British dish,
Shepherd's Pie. Instead, it's an acronym we will explore in depth.
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Our Bible text revisits the passage from last week, focusing this time on the shepherds’ reaction to the
angelic announcement of the birth of Jesus Christ. Thus, the title, “The Shepherds’ PIE”.
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Recalling the angel's message to the shepherds:
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Luke 2:10~12 - 19 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great

joy for all the people. 1* Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. *? This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

VI O E 2 2 10-12 Hi

10 VI HICE -7, BB LIV ERA, 4. FAIZDEREERDTZDHDTIES L
EVCEZHLRIIKEZDOTT, 11 ExHFETOET, HREVDTZDT-DIZ, BNERBAEFIIZ
RVELE, TOFZEFEXFVRAPITY, 12 HRENTEE. A B3FE-oTHEBITIZETED
NBEHZEYZERDITET, I, DREPTZOEDOLSLTT, |

The shepherds in our Christmas narrative responded in three (3) distinct ways, setting an example for us on
how to genuinely honor the birth of our Savior.
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. Praise and worship —verse 20
I. BRLALE - 20 £

20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told.
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Do you know that the theme of praise and worship permeates the Christmas story?
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e Mary - “¢ And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord #’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke
1:46~47).
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e Heavenly host - 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, # “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his
favor rests” (Luke 2:13~14).
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e Simeon - 2> Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 261t had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 2” Moved by the Spirit,
he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the
custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: %° “Sovereign
Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 3° For my eyes have seen
your salvation, 3! which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel” (Luke 2:25~32).
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e Anna -3%There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 3’ and then was a widow until
she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and
praying. 3 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the
child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem (Luke 2:36~38).
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e Magi (Wise Men) — ! After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king
of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him”(Matthew 2:1~2).
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Whether we realize it or not, we are all creatures who worship. Some worship idols or images of their gods
in homes, temples, and shrines. Others worship and adore famous personalities like Taylor Swift, Ed
Sheeran, BTS, and many more. Then there are those who worship themselves — for their beauty, intellect,
influence, or accomplishments in life.
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However, Christmas extends an invitation to everyone to recognize and honor their Creator alone. He is
the One who sent His only Son, Jesus, into the world as our Savior. This season, our celebration revolves
around Him. We are called not only to remember Him today but to serve, adore, and offer our praise and
worship continually. Why?
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Psalm 100:3 - Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep
of his pasture.
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Acts 17:28a - “For in him we live and move and have our being.’
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APPLICATION: Let's always remember God’s mercy and grace, giving Him the praise and worship He
deserves.
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Another response of the shepherds on that first Christmas was...
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Il Investigation and affirmation — verses 15~16
II. A& L#HER 15-16 &

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” *¢ So they hurried off
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.
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For the shepherds, encountering the angelic beings brought about different emotions. They were afraid.
They were amazed. They were excited. Truly, it was a miraculous encounter.
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Yet they didn’t settle themselves in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks. This shows a genuine
urgency. They didn’t hesitate at all. They investigated and affirmed for themselves the good news. They all
left to see the Baby Jesus lying in a manger! This sight was indeed unusual, and it was the distinct sign they
were instructed to look for.
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While the presence of angels faded, their profound encounter with Jesus endured. Angels may depart, but
Jesus remains.
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APPLICATION: In our life’s journey, the Lord grants us varied experiences. Sometimes, there's a tendency to
yearn for the past, desiring to relive the good old days. However, Christmas serves as a reminder of the joy
of discovery—of encountering and centering our lives on Jesus Christ Himself. Reflecting on this, one Bible



commentator beautifully noted: “It is a lovely thought that the shepherds who looked after the Temple
lambs were the first to see the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
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ILLUSTRATION: Last summer, we went to Awajishima in Hyogo Prefecture to eat at Shiawase no Pancake.
Many tourists go there not only to have their fill of fluffy pancakes but also to enjoy beautiful spots that
are considered Instagrammable (that is, spots to take beautiful pictures for uploading to a social media
app called, Instagram). One of those Instagrammable spots is a white, suspended staircase with a nothing
but a doorframe on top of it. You can even say it’s like a stairway to heaven. It’s a bit unsafe because the
structure juts out into the ocean. Depending how you look at it, it evokes a sense of the material world’s
end with nothing beyond it. In reality, beyond that doorframe is a vast ocean.
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Beyond this visible, physical, and material realm lies something greater. Christmas encourages us to look
past the transient and pursue a life that is not only abundant and meaningful but also eternal. Such a life is
found in Jesus. Investigate and affirm for yourself the reality of this biblical truth.
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Third, the shepherds also responded by doing...
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1. Evangelism — verse 17~19
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17 When they had seen him [the Baby Jesus], they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child.
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We can recommend whatever we know to be true, important and amazing. In this case, the shepherds had
seen with their eyes the truth of the angel’s message concerning the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord

6




Jesus. They couldn’t help but proclaim it to every one they met. Call it witnessing. Call it gospel proclamation.
It's the same thing as evangelizing!
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For everyone who believes, who have tasted and seen the goodness of the Lord, one appropriate response
is to tell this Good News to others.
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Jesus was once asked by John the Baptist’s representatives, if He were the real deal, meaning the Messiah
they’ve been waiting for. And, this was Jesus’ response to them:
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Luke 7:22~23 - 2250 he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and
heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on
account of me.”
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Likewise, confirming His special relationship with God the Father, Jesus said to His critics:
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John 8:38 -1 am telling you what | have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have
heard from your father.
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It's amazing how the faith of the early followers of Christ was transformed by what they had seen and heard
from Him. Despite of threats of violence, they reasoned with so much conviction and boldness.
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Acts 4:19~20 - ¥° But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you [opponents], or to
him [God]? You be the judges! ?° As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
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1 John 1:1 & 3 — 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.
3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
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ILLUSTRATION: One of the things we needed to do when my wife and | went to the Philippines was to find a
helper for my parents-in-law. You see, they are very committed believers in Christ and if not for this illness,
they would still be doing church planting work with their churchmates. Both of my parents-in-law are in
their early 80s. My father-in-law was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer last February (this year). When we
finally found someone to stay with them, the very first thing that my father-in-law did during the interview
was to tell her about Jesus!
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APPLICATION: This was what the shepherds did. And, this is what we should do too. If we have truly known
God, if we have truly experienced His forgiveness and His transforming power, then our faith response is to
tell this good news to others that they too might hear about His love, mercy and grace. That God cares and
He gives the right to all who would receive and believe in Him to become His children (John 1:12).
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Conclusion/Application

Just as the shepherds returned from Bethlehem forever changed, we too are invited to encounter Jesus
anew each day. The Christmas story isn't just about a baby born in a manger; it's about God's unwavering
love for humanity, manifested in the person of Jesus Christ. The shepherds' journey from the fields to the
manger symbolizes our own spiritual journey—from fear to assurance, from apathy to adoration.
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e Praise and worship God: Seek Him in prayer, immerse yourself in His Word, praise His wonderful
name and allow His presence to transform every aspect of your life.

e Investigate and affirm: Don’t dwell in your past experiences of glory. This Christmas, let's open our
hearts to encounter Jesus afresh. If you haven’t done so yet, know that He is waiting for you to
come and see Him; to hear Him speak and be rightly related to Him by faith.

e Evangelize: The shepherds couldn't contain their joy; they had to share the miraculous news of
Jesus' birth. Likewise, let's be bold witnesses, sharing our faith with others through our words,
actions, and lifestyles.
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In closing, may this Christmas be a season of profound encounters, transformative experiences, and
renewed commitments. As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let's also anticipate His second coming, living
each day in eager expectation and faithful obedience.
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