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Title: "A Triumphant Journey: Baptism, Thanksgiving, and the New Year"
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Introduction

Imagine embarking on a journey—a voyage that takes you across vast seas, through deep valleys, and over
towering mountains. This journey is more than a physical expedition; it's a spiritual odyssey that each of us
undertakes in our walk with God. Today, as we celebrate the occasion of baptism, express our gratitude, and
anticipate the dawn of a new year, let us consider the profound significance of these milestones in our
Christian journey.
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. The Symbolism of Baptism: A New Birth
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A. Water and renewal.
Water is a powerful symbol in Scripture. From the waters of creation to the parting of the Red Sea, water
often signifies God's transformative power. Jesus also talks about the living water.
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John 7:37~39 - 37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.3 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living
water will flow from within them.” 3 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later
to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
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In baptism, we are not merely undergoing a ritual. It’s a symbol of our experience of spiritual cleansing,
rebirth, and a new beginning.
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B. Dying and rising.
Paul's words remind us that baptism signifies both a death and a resurrection.
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Romans 6:3~4 — 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? # We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
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We die to our old selves, our sins, our past, and rise anew in Christ. Baptism, then, is a declaration—a public
proclamation—of our faith and our commitment to walk in the "newness of life" that Christ offers.
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1. The Power of Thanksgiving: Gratitude in Every Season
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1 Thessalonians 5:18 — “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God'’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
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A. Gratitude amidst trials.
Life is filled with peaks and valleys, joys and challenges. Yet, the call to gratitude remains constant.
Consider Paul and Silas in prison.
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Acts 16:22~25 - 2 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them
to be stripped and beaten with rods.?® After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison,
and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.?* When he received these orders, he put them in the
inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 2> About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.
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Bound in chains, yet Paul and Silas’ hearts were free, lifted in praise and thanksgiving to God. Their
example challenges us to cultivate a spirit of gratitude, even in the midst of adversity.
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B. Counting blessings.

As we stand on the cusp of a new year, let us pause and reflect on God's faithfulness. Despite the
uncertainties, trials, and tribulations of the past year, God has been our refuge, our strength, and our
provider. Let us identify and cherish the moments of grace, the instances of divine intervention, the
answered prayers and the countless blessings that have graced our lives.
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I11.  Embracing the New Year: Hope, Renewal, and Purpose
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Jeremiah 29:11 — “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
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A. A time for reflection.
The new year offers a season for introspection and reflection. As we look back on the past year, let us
acknowledge our triumphs, learn from our failures, and seek God's guidance for the journey ahead. Let us
set our hearts on spiritual goals, prioritizing prayer, Scripture study, and fellowship with believers.
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1. Prayer — Why not commit yourself to having a regular pray time (morning, noon and/or evening)?
It's even more meaningful to pray with your spouse, with your friend or with our church mates. As
a church, we have an online prayer meeting every Friday at 8:00 PM.
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2. Bible - It's a good idea to start a new Bible reading plan to go through the Scriptures in one year. |
feel sorry for those who have been a Christian for many years, yet don’t even know where to find
the books of the Bible, either in the OT or in the NT. Or, they quote some sayings, which they
thought are from the Bible but are not. Let’s make sure that we are Bible literate.

Attending group Bible Studies, also keeps an extra layer of motivation and accountability when we
learn it with others. In our church, there are Bible Studies for Men, Women, Moms and other
groupings. So, please inquire if there’s something that can be tailored for your needs too.
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3. Fellowship — | heard someone say, “I’'m allergic to fellowship.” Maybe, it’s a result of a
misconception or a bad experience in his previous church. Wherever that negative reaction stems
from, biblical fellowship is an essential part of living the Christian life. God called us to Himself and
put us together as His body called, church.
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Hebrews 10:24~25 - 2* And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, 2° not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
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B. Vision and mission. Just as Jesus began His earthly ministry with a clear mission—to proclaim good
news, to bind up the brokenhearted, and to set the captives free—Ilet us embrace the new year with purpose
and passion. Let us commit to serving others, sharing the love of Christ, and making a lasting impact in our
communities.
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I invite everyone of you to journey with me again next year — in 2024 and beyond. Actually, that will start
tomorrow in less than 24 hours! Let’s marshal ourselves, follow our Lord and serve Him together with
gladness and without reservation, and move forward to advance His cause. Let us await His return.
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Conclusion/Application

Today, we have reflected on the symbolism of baptism, the power of gratitude, and the promise of the new
year. These milestones remind us of the continuous nature of our Christian journey—a journey marked by
spiritual growth, deepening faith, and unwavering hope. As we step boldly into the new year, may we be
anchored in our identity in Christ, fueled by gratitude, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to fulfill God's
purpose for our lives.
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PRAYER: Gracious God, We thank You for the gift of this day and for the opportunity to gather as Your
people. As we reflect on the significance of baptism, express our gratitude, and anticipate the new year, we
pray for Your guidance, provision, and blessing. Renew our spirits, strengthen our faith, and empower us to
walk in obedience and love. May we be vessels of Your grace, instruments of Your peace, and ambassadors
of Your Kingdom. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
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