MIC Worship Service — 2024.01.07
Title: “Building for the New Year”
Text: Nehemiah 1~2, NIV
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Introduction

Good morning, Brethren! This New Year, | imagine that many of us have resolutions, big plans,
hopes, and dreams. But how do we ensure these are in alignment with God's will? Today, we
draw wisdom from the story of Nehemiah, a man whose heart was burdened for his people

and whose actions brought about a significant change. Let's delve into Nehemiah 1~2 and

glean insights for our journey ahead.
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l. Recognizing the Need - Nehemiah 1:1~4

! The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah: In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while |
was in the citadel of Susa, 2Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other
men, and | questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also

about Jerusalem.

3They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great
trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned

with fire.”* When | heard these things, / sat down and wept For some days / mourned and

fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.
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A. Nehemiah's Reaction. When Nehemiah heard about the condition of Jerusalem, he
didn’t remain indifferent. He was deeply moved, wept, mourned, and fasted. He

recognized the brokenness and was moved to action.
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APPLICATION: Just as Nehemiah felt a burden for his people, we should have a heart that is

sensitive to the needs around us. James 2:15~16 reminds us of the importance of not just

feeling compassion but acting upon it.
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James 2:15~16 - ¥ Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. *¢ If one of

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their

physical needs, what good is it?
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ILLUSTRATION: It's tragic that the New Year in Japan started with a devastating earthquake

in Ishikawa Prefecture. Many buildings collapsed on New Year’s Day after a 7.4 magnitude hit

the area, leaving behind a trail of collapsed homes, buildings and other infrastructure. Several
people have been confirmed dead, many more have been injured and aftershocks continue to

happen.
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APPLICATION: The need is great and the winter weather is exacerbating the difficult situation

people are facing. Our church is willing and will be ready to take measures to be of help in

alleviating some of their needs. Certainly, we cannot do everything, but we can do something

by God’s grace in cooperation with other Christians in Japan and around the world.
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B. Jesus in the OT. Nehemiah's anguish upon hearing about Jerusalem's state mirrors
Jesus' deep compassion for humanity's lost state. Just as Nehemiah wept for a city in
ruins, Jesus wept over Jerusalem, symbolizing His lament for a people lost in sin (Luke
19:41).
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Recognizing our spiritual brokenness is the first step towards redemption. Just as Nehemiah

acknowledged Jerusalem's plight, we must recognize our need for a Savior.
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The parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:3~7) exemplifies Jesus' heart for the lost. He is the

Shepherd who seeks after every lost soul, desiring restoration and wholeness.
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Luke 15:3~7 - 3Then Jesus told them this parable: # “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep
and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the
lost sheep until he finds it?° And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders ¢ and
goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; /

have found my lost sheep.’” | tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not

need to repent.”
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1. Prayer as the Foundation - Nehemiah 1:5~11
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SThen | said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant
of love with those who love him and keep his commandments, ¢ let your ear be attentive and
your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your
servants, the people of Israel. | confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s
family, have committed against you.” We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not

obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.

8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will
scatter you among the nations, ° but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if
your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, | will gather them from there and bring them to

the place | have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’

10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and
your mighty hand. ¥ Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the
prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by
granting him favor in the presence of this man.”| was cupbearer to the king.
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Nehemiah's Prayer. Nehemiah's immediate response was to pray. He acknowledged God'’s

greatness, confessed the sins of his people, and reminded God of His promises.
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APPLICATION: Before embarking on any endeavor, it's essential to seek God's guidance.

Philippians 4:6~7 encourages us to present our requests to God with thanksgiving.
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Philippians 4:6~7 - ¢ Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” And the peace of God, which

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Prayer aligns our will with God's will and strengthens our faith.
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ILLUSTRATION: Our Lord Jesus Christ’s consistent prayer life, His communion with the

Heavenly Father, even in the face of persecution and death, showcases the power and

importance of prayer (Matthew 26:36-46).
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lll.  Taking Initiative - Nehemiah 2:1~8

Y In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for
him, | took the wine and gave it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence before, ?so the
king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but

sadness of heart.”

| was very much afraid, 3but | said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face
not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have

been destroyed by fire?”

*The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then | prayed to the God of heaven, ®and |
answered the king, “/f it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let

him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that | can rebuild it.”

®Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take,
and when will you get back?” 1t pleased the king to send me; so | set a time. | also said to
him, “/f it pleases the king, may | have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that
they will provide me safe-conduct until | arrive in Judah?®And may | have a letter to Asaph,
keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the

citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence | will occupy?” And because

the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests.
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A. Nehemiah's Request. When the king noticed Nehemiah's sadness, Nehemiah took a
risk and shared his burden. He requested permission to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the

city.
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APPLICATION: God often calls us to step out in faith. While it's comfortable to remain in our

comfort zones, true growth and impact come when we take bold steps for God's kingdom.
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ILLUSTRATION: Peter walking on water (Matthew 14:28~31) is a testament to the miracles

that can happen when we step out in faith, even in the midst of uncertainty.
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Matthew 14:28~31 - # “Lord, if it's you,” Peter replied, “tel/l me to come to you on the water.”

2 “Come,”he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus. 3 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out,
“L ord, save me!”3! Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little
faith,”he said, “why did you doubt?”
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B. Jesus in the OT. Nehemiah's mission to rebuild Jerusalem can be likened to Jesus, who
came to restore and rebuild humanity's relationship with God. Jesus is the cornerstone
upon which our faith stands firm (Ephesians 2:20). Building our lives upon Jesus
ensures stability, purpose, and eternal significance. Without Him as our foundation, our

efforts are in vain.

CTEL AANIVAIARNEEDPF TAIRARMTEIAYPER->TWEZEEZRTHFL &

O (o

[e]

B. HIEEZEDA T X

TILYLLEZHRET DLV ZAIVOMEadIE, AHeMEDRERZBELBRET 272612k
NIcA TRDEGICHEE DA DI ENTEET, b DEMIE. A ZTXEWVWD EED EIZERL
SoTHY (ZRY2FZ20H) A ZTREVWIEEDLEICAEARELL LT, B REE
L. BRZFODZENTEZNDTY, ZLTAZRIF, WOETHZEDLARWL [HoR] 2875
ICRAEL TLZEWVWET, TIh b, A TXREEHELBRITNIE BN EARICENZLT
H, TOBHIFERKICE-TLESI DT,



V. Overcoming Challenges - Nehemiah 2:9~20

9So | went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king's letters. The king had
also sent army officers and cavalry with me. 1 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the
Ammonite official heard about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had come to

promote the welfare of the Israelites.

1| went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 2| set out during the night with a few
others. | had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There

were no mounts with me except the one | was riding on.

3By night | went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung

Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which
had been destroyed by fire. ¥ Then | moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s

Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get through; ¥®*so | went up the valley by
night, examining the wall. Finally, | turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. ** The
officials did not know where | had gone or what | was doing, because as yet | had said nothing

to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.

Y Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates
have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer
be in disgrace.” | also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king

had said to me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.

¥ But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard
about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?”they asked. “Are you
rebelling against the king?”

2| answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will
start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to
it.”
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A. Nehemiah's Opposition. Upon arrival in Jerusalem, Nehemiah faced opposition from
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem. Yet, he remained steadfast, relying on God's strength.
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APPLICATION: In our journey, we will undoubtedly face challenges and opposition. However,

with God on our side, we can overcome. Romans 8:31 assures us that if God is for us, no one

can be against us.
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Romans 8:31 - What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us?

O—<vA~NDOFHK 8F3 1
3l TlE. INLDZEDBLEITERADTLL Y, WA HBDRRATH DR H. IENHAT=HBIC
BN TE5TL &£ 9,

ILLUSTRATION: David facing Goliath (1 Samuel 17) teaches us that with God, even the most

formidable challenges can be conquered. David's confidence was not in his strength but in

God's power.
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B. Jesus in the OT. Facing opposition, Nehemiah remained resolute. Similarly, Jesus
triumphed over every challenge, including His crucifixion, demonstrating His victory over
sin and death. Jesus' resurrection is the ultimate testament to His triumph over

adversity, showcasing His power over death and sin.
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In Christ, we have the ultimate victory. No challenge, trial, or tribulation can separate us from

His love and the salvation He offers (Romans 8:38~39).

FURKMIHNIE, AT BIIEBBOBFEEFLENTETEDTY, CALRRESL, HEH. &
#HEH, AEATOELISHEEET ZEIEITELRWVLWL, ENEZXTCLEEIBZHOA BT A&
ez LlgcERLLWOTY, (A—~ 8:38~39)

Romans 8:38~39 - * For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor

demons,[a] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, * neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

O—<YA~NDFH 8F38—-39H

AT OHEELTLET, 3EH. LWObBLH, HEVWL, EEHDZEDL, SHDHZHDH, BITK
2b06, hHHED.

9@ b, RETDH, ZTDRENPDEABEN L, TcBbDEF IR - AZRICHDIHMOEN D
ff-baslZHT LI TEEE A,

Conclusion/Application

As we step into the new year, may we be like Nehemiah—sensitive to the needs around us,
fervent in prayer, bold in action, and resilient in challenges. Let's commit our plans to God

(Proverbs 16:3) and trust Him to guide us every step of the way.

HFHLOWEAZDZBICHT-Y, AT RIAIVYDOLIIC, BREBEINTWVWEZEAZEHSDOEED
SEUBICRM L., BUBIIHY ., BRZ2F->TITEL, REICIZIBbRA D ZEATETET LD ITHT
WEL&D, BODETERMICEN (BE 16:3) . MANEE —S—5FBNTLLEIBT E%E
CEL &I

As we embark on this new year, let's build our lives with Christ at the center. He is the true
foundation, the compassionate Savior, and the triumphant King. May our hearts be anchored

in Him, and may our lives reflect His love, grace, and redemptive power.

ZLTOFHLWEZBZSICHTY FUAPZRLILTAEZRERVWTVWERELELE D, FUXR
I, BEICHELIHWETHY . BHOETHY, IO ANEDEEELY £T, TALHOD
OHFUXbZRYFrEL, FURMDRE BEA BLOADPILHDAEICRLEENET L
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A38-39&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28155a

May this year be a season of rebuilding, renewal, and revival in our lives and communities, all

for the glory of God! Amen.
SE, L ONEERMTZBOERICHD I 22T 14— (MigHE) » BUETSHh, FL

KEND, BEEOFEELYET LIS, ZLT. IRNTHHDRIDIDELY T L5115,
V=X,
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