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Text: Genesis 24:1~8, NIV
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Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had blessed him in every way. 2He said to the

senior servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my
thigh. 2 | want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will
not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | am living, * but

will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.”

®The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this

land? Shall | then take your son back to the country you came from?”

¢ “Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said. 7 “The Lord, the God of
heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native land and who spoke to

me and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring | will give this land'—he will send his
angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. é If the woman is unwilling
to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine. Only do not take my

son back there.”
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Introduction

I’'m now in my early 50’s. As | look back in the decades of my life, | can say that my years are a
culmination of God’s direct orchestration rather than the fulfillment of my carefully crafted
life-plan. For the sake of transparency and for an overview of my life, especially for those who

don’t know me yet, please bear with me for a moment:
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e 01~10 years old — / was born and raised in a tiny island (out of 7,641 islands) in the
Philiopines. | was sickly but happy.

o 11~20 yearsold — /became a Christ follower and trained for Christian ministry.

e 21~30yearsold —/became a Pastor at 22, got married at 24 and had two children by age
29.

e 31~40 yearsold — 7The Lord opened the door for my family to do missions in Japan plus He
blessed us with another child.

e 41 years old ~ to date — By the grace of God, we are continuing the assignment He has

called us to do. How many more years to labor here? | leave it all to God.
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Today, rather than tracking the number of years as I've done earlier, I'd like us to take a look
at the life of Abraham in a different angle instead. In the Bible, Abraham is referred to as a
Friend of God.
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James 2:23 - And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God'’s friend.
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Hence, Abraham is also known as the Father of Faith.
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Romans 4:11 - And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he

had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but

have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them.
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Romans 4:16 - Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those
who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.
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Today, let's discover Abraham Blueprint for Life's Journey, albeit not exhaustively but, a
glimpse of it. What can we learn about Abraham’s life of faith, which we can apply to our walk
with God?
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l. Consider the focus of your life — verses 1~3a

Genesis 24:1~3a - Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had b/essed him in every

way. 2He said to the senior servant in his household, [the one in charge of all that he

had, “Put your hand under my thigh. 3| want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and
the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom | am living, * but will go to my country and my own relatives and]

get a wife for my son Isaac.”
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Drawing inspiration from Abraham's life journey in Genesis 24, despite divine promises of
having numerous descendants, he took proactive steps as an elderly individual to secure a

future for his son. He sent his servant, Eliezer, to find a wife for Isaac.
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Think about this, the next five to ten (5~10) years holds the potential to be the pinnacle of
your/my existence. It could mark a defining triumphal phase, characterized by clear purpose,

impactful living and meaningful contributions in all our endeavors.

To align with the path you believe the LORD intends for you and embody the person you
aspire to be, it's important to consider the focus of our present life. In fact, take steps to find

out where your life is centered on. In short, assess your current standing.
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ILLUSTRATION: Dr. Kihara of Doshisha University talked about the time he was a student and
got lost in Canada. It was cold and getting dark. This was long before the advent of GPS

(global positioning system) and smart phones. He happened to ask someone for help. The
man'’s first question to Dr. Kihara was, “Do you know where you are?” He later showed him

where they were on the map---
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Understanding your present position is crucial before charting your future. To do that, ask

yourself two questions:
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o Where do you stand now? Evaluate your spiritual, financial, emotional, relational,
physical, and occupational dimensions.

o What changes do you desire? Pinpoint the areas you wish to transform. Be specific.
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APPLICATION: The key takeaway is that transformation is always within reach, irrespective of

age or circumstance. Remember, the choice lies ahead: you can either passively navigate the

future or steer it with purpose. Embrace the direction God has in store for you.
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While Abraham stands as a beacon of faith in the Old Testament, Christ is the foundation and
cornerstone of our faith. Our lives find true purpose and direction when centered on Him
(Ephesians 2:19~20).
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Il. Specify your vision for the future — verses 3~5
Genesis 24:3~5 - 2 Swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, that you will not allow my

son to marry one of these local Canaanite women. * Go instead to my homeland, to my
relatives, and find a wife there for my son lsaac.”® The servant asked, “But what if | can’t find
a young woman who is willing to travel so far from home? Should | then take Isaac there to

live among your relatives in the land you came from?”
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To achieve your desired destination, clarity is essential. Take, for example, Abraham's clear
instructions to Eliezer regarding the type of wife he sought for Isaac. Instead of selecting a
wife from the local Canaanite women, Abraham instructed Eliezer to seek out a wife from his

own relatives.
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Abraham's clarity in seeking a wife for Isaac mirrors Christ's clarity in His mission (Matthew
22:37~39). As we seek to emulate Christ, may our vision be transformed, guiding us towards

lives of purpose, service, and devotion to God.
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Ambiguous objectives are seldom realized. A broad goal lacks potency, whereas a detailed

vision empowers your journey. Let’s consider these pivotal questions:

e Who do | aspire to become?
e \What actions do | aim to undertake?
e What possessions or achievements do | seek?

e What drives this aspiration?
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Merely identifying the 'what’is insufficient; understanding the 'why'provides us motivation.

Without a compelling reason, challenges may deter you.
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Genesis 24:5 - The servant asked, “But what if | can’t find a young woman who is willing to

travel so far from home? Should | then take Isaac there to live among your relatives in the

land you came from?”
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APPLICATION: Eliezer, upon grasping his master’s intent, began to contemplate potential

obstacles. He asked, “what if?” Similarly, getting caught up in hypothetical challenges can
paralyze our progress. Instead of fixating on the ‘how, 'focus on our motivations. Once you
discern your purpose, the path forward becomes clearer. Trust that, with God’s help and

unflinching determination, the obstacles will be overcome.
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lll. Embrace God's promises
The scriptures contain an abundance of precious promises from God. These pledges

encompass prosperity, assurance, vitality, success, wisdom, etc. For example:

REBIC=Z=D2BDRA LT,
TT7INLDEMEFEDIOFV, b DHHRCENTI-HICIE, [HOHNEREZITANS] =
ENKRYITT,

. MOREZITANS

BAIICIE. AL DEVKRD K IARINTVET, INoDRRICIE, FR, Rk, &
. BRI FMEZRENEENTULET,

mAH L DRRIE, ROLSBEEEMICENMINTVLET,

Joshua 1:8, NLT - Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so

you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all

you do.
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Psalm 32:8, NLT - The Lord says, “/ will guide you along the best pathway for your life. | will

advise you and watch over you.”
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James 1:5 - /fany of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all

without finding fault, and it will be given to you.
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Why are these promises made? They serve as a testament to God's desire for us to foster
unwavering faith in Him. When charting our path, instead of fixating on challenges, let’s

anchor ourselves in these divine assurances.
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Abraham exemplified this when, sensing Eliezer's apprehension about fulfilling a given task,
he recounted God’s covenant: “For the Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my

father’s house and my native land, solemnly promised to give this land to my

descendants. He will send his angel ahead of you, and he will see to it that you find a wife

there for my son” (Genesis 24:7).
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All of God's promises find their fulfillment in Christ. He is the embodiment of God's love,
grace, and redemption. Let us anchor our faith in Him, trusting in His promises of salvation,
guidance, and eternal life. While you might not always perceive it, God's omnipresent guidance
envelops you. Remember, numerous scriptures reaffirm, "/ am with you, wherever you go."
One famous pastor puts it this way: “God is always with you whether you feel it or not. You
just need to plug into the power. The size of your God determines the size of your goal. And
godly goal-setting always starts with a promise of God. Don't look at your limitations, look at

the promises of God.”
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Conclusion/Application

Life's journey is a tapestry of decisions, actions, challenges, and divine interventions. The
narrative of Abraham and his servant, Eliezer, serves as a profound reminder of how one's

faith, clarity of vision, and trust in divine promises can shape destinies.
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As you stand at the crossroads of decisions and destinies, may you find guidance in His word,
strength in His promises, and purpose in His plan. May we walk in faith, anchored in Christ,
and empowered by His Spirit, as we navigate life's journey with purpose, hope, and love. That

is, Abraham Blueprint for Life's Journey.
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