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Text: Exodus 20:16, NIV
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
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Introduction

Good morning, dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Last October 2023, we left off a series of messages
about the Ten Commandments. Today, I'd like us to pick up on the ninth commandment of God, found in
Exodus 20:16, which says, “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” This commandment
speaks directly to the value of truthfulness and integrity in our relationships with one another.
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. Understanding the Commandment
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Let's break down the commandment to gain a deeper understanding. “You shall not give false testimony”
goes beyond simply avoiding lies; it encompasses the broader concept of speaking the truth in love and
refraining from spreading false information that harms our neighbor. The essence of this commandment is
to promote honesty, trust, and genuine love among God's people.
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The main emphasis of this command pertains to legal proceedings. However, it is customary to engage in
informal conversations, where our words carry weight, and the distinction between truth and error holds
significance for both ourselves and those around us.

OO DOERERITENFREXICETHIHOTT, LIl A V73— IREFH{EIIBNT
b FA-BLOSEICITEANH D, BHELHEY ORXBN, FA-HbEE EEVITE LI AL DOl
JFZE > TCTEEREWREZFH £,

In an extended sense, we can break the 9th Commandment through slander, tale bearing (gossiping),
creating false impressions, by silence, by questioning the motives behind someone’s actions, or even by
flattery.
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Pastor Alan Redpath (1907~1989) described the breaking of the Commandment in this way:
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e “Slander... is a lie invented and spread with intent to do harm. That is the worst form of injury a person
can do to another. Compared to one who does this, a gangster is a gentleman, and a murderer is kind,
because he ends life in a moment with a stroke and with little pain. But the man guilty of slander ruins
a reputation which may never be regained, and causes lifelong suffering.
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e “Talebearing (gossiping)... is repeating a report about a person without careful investigation. Many,
many times | have known what it is to suffer with that. To repeat a story which brings discredit and
dishonor to another person without making sure of the facts, is breaking this commandment...
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How many people, especially Christian people, revel in this, and delight in working havoc by telling tales
about others. To excuse the action by saying they believed the report to be true, or that there was no
intention to malign, is no justification.
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e Inappropriate silence may also break this command. “When someone utters a falsity about another
and a third person is present who knows that statement to be untrue but, for reasons of fear or being
disliked, remains quiet, that third person is as guilty of breaking this law as if he had told a lie.”
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John Trapp (1601~1669): “Neither bear it, nor hear it; raise, nor receive wrong reports of another; [do not]
make a lie, nor love it when it is made.”
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Biblical lllustration - Joseph and Potiphar's Wife: To illustrate the importance of truthful witness, let's turn
to the story of Joseph in Genesis 39. When falsely accused of attempting to seduce Potiphar's wife, Joseph
chose to remain faithful to God and spoke the truth. His commitment to integrity not only led to his
imprisonment but ultimately resulted in God's favor and a position of authority in Egypt.
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APPLICATION: In our lives, we often face situations where truthfulness may come at a cost. However, we
are called to follow Joseph's example and prioritize God's truth over personal gain.
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. New Testament Connections
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A. Jesus, the embodiment of truth. In the New Testament, our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed as the
embodiment of truth.
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John 8:32 — “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
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John 14:6 - Jesus declares, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me."
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As followers of Christ, we are called to emulate His character and live in truth.
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John 15:26 - “When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who
goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.”
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John 16:13 — “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak
on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.”
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Thankfully, the Holy Spirit has come already to help us live truthfully.
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B. Speaking the truth in love. The Apostle Paul, in Ephesians 4:15, encourages believers to "speak the
truth in love." This emphasizes not only the importance of truthfulness but also the manner in which
we convey the truth. Our words should be seasoned with love, compassion, and a desire for the well-
being of others.
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Colossians 3:9 - Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices
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The New Testament puts it simply: “Do not lie to one another.” Lying and false representations belong to
the old self, not to the new life we have in Jesus.
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1. Alan Redpath: “How very strange that we have ever come to think that Christian maturity is shown by
the ability to speak our minds, whereas it is really expressed in controlling our tongues.”
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2. Satan is always there to encourage a lie.
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John 8:44 - You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
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Acts 5:3 - Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?
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3. Jesus Himself was the victim of false witness; in some ways, we might say this was the sin that sent Jesus
to the cross.
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Mark 14:57 - Then some stood up and gave this false testimony aqainst him:
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APPLICATION: As Christians, our commitment to truthfulness should reflect the character of Christ. In our
interactions, let us strive to speak the truth in love, recognizing that our words have the power to build up
rather than tear down.
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1l. Overcoming the Challenges
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A. Dealing with gossip and slander. One of the challenges we face is resisting the temptation to engage in
gossip and slander. Proverbs 11:13 warns, "A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person
keeps a secret." Let us be trustworthy individuals who guard our words and protect the reputation of
our neighbors.
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B. The power of repentance. When we fall short in truthfulness, the New Testament teaches us about the
power of repentance. 1 John 1:9 assures us, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."” Through repentance, we find restoration and
reconciliation with God and others.
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Conclusion/Application
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On the road to choosing the next Republican presidential candidate in the U.S., voters in the lowa
Caucuses, voted for the former president, Donald J. Trump. The fourth and youngest candidate, Vivek
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Ramaswamy (born in 1985), decided to suspend his campaign and threw his support for Mr. Trump last
Monday night. Ramaswamy began his remarks by telling his supporters that his campaign was “founded on
speaking the truth not just when it’s easy but when it’s hard.”
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Mr. Ramaswamy is not a Christian, but | do appreciate what he said.
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Brethren, the ninth commandment challenges us to be people of truth, emulating the character of our

Lord Jesus Christ. As we navigate the complexities of relationships and communication, let us rely on the
Holy Spirit to guide our words and actions. May our commitment to truthfulness shine as a testimony of
Christ's transformative power in our lives, ultimately glorifying God and building up His kingdom. Amen.
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