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Series: The Ten Commandments U — X : i

Title: "Coveting, Commandments, and Christ” &7k, #d>, €L THFYJ X FJ
Text: Exodus 20:17~20, NIV =7 h5 20 35 17-20 i (BrckaR 2017)

17 “you shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or
female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

TS DEEADSEF L TILR D70, ot DA DZE. I L. . BiE, F
THRTEDEEAND S DFHL TITR 620,

Introduction

Good morning, Brethren. Today, we continue to savor the richness of God's Word, focusing on the final
commandment of the Decalogue (Ten Commandments) found in Exodus 20:17. This commandment strikes
at the core of our desires and reveals the importance of guarding our hearts. As we explore this passage,
we'll discover its relevance to our lives, draw connections with New Testament truths, and find
applications that resonate in our walk with Christ.
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I Understanding the Commandment
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A. The nature of coveting
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The word "“covet" implies an intense desire or longing for something that belongs to another. God's
command warns us against allowing our hearts to be consumed by envy, jealousy, and an insatiable desire
for what others possess.
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Again, coveting is more than mere desire; it involves an unhealthy and excessive longing for something
that belongs to someone else. On the other hand, this commandment speaks to the condition of the heart,
emphasizing the need for contentment and gratitude.
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B. The objects of coveting
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1. The commandment lists various aspects of life: neighbor's house, wife, male servant, female servant, ox,
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor (or other people, broadly speaking).
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2. This comprehensive list shows that coveting can extend to material possessions, relationships, and even
the by-product of someone else’s achievements.
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Il. Biblical lllustrations
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A. Achan's sin (Joshua 7)
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1. Achan coveted the forbidden spoils of Jericho, leading to his disobedience and the Israelites' defeat in
battle.
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Joshua 7:19~21 - ° Then Joshua said to Achan, “Mly son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and honor
him. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 2° Achan replied, “It is true! | have sinned
against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what | have done: 2 When | saw in the plunder a beautiful robe
from Babylonia [Shinar, in Hebrew], two hundred shekels [about 2.3 kilograms], of silver and a bar of gold
weighing fifty shekels [about 575 grams], | coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground
inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”
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2. This historical event illustrates the destructive consequences of coveting and disobedience.
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B. David and Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11)
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1. King David's coveting of Uriah's wife, Bathsheba, resulted in adultery and murder.
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2. This narrative underscores the far-reaching consequences of unchecked coveting.
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2 Samuel 11:26~27 - 26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. %7 After

the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him
a son. But the thing David had done displeased the Lord.
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B. Ahab and Naboth (1 Kings 21)
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1. Consider the story of Ahab and Naboth's vineyard in 1 Kings 21.
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1 Kings 21:3~4 - 3 But Naboth replied, “The Lord forbid that | should give you the inheritance of my
ancestors.” *So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said, “/ will not give
you the inheritance of my ancestors.” He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat.
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2. Ahab coveted Naboth's vineyard, leading to a series of sinful actions, ultimately resulting in divine
judgment.

2. TATIFFTARTOREIRZKLNY . —HOFEIREWTEIZS| X2 L, KMoz %
=T FE LT,

1 Kings 21:17~19 - Y7 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 1 “Go down to meet Ahab king
of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of
it. 19 Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his property?’ Then




say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: In the place where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up
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your blood—yes, yours!
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Ill. Applications
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A. Contentment and gratitude
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1. Foster contentment by appreciating what God has provided. The New Testament provides insight into

the transformative power of the gospel in addressing the root of coveting. In Christ, we find contentment,
as Paul declares in Philippians 4:11~13.
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Philippians 4:11~13 - 2/ am not saying this because | am in need, for | have learned to be

content whatever the circumstances. 12| know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty.
I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether
living in plenty or in want. 31 can do all this through him [God/Christ] who gives me strength.
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As believers, our hearts must be satisfied in Christ, recognizing that true joy and fulfillment come from a
relationship with Him, not from worldly possessions.
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2. Cultivate gratitude in every circumstance, trusting that God's plan is perfect.
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Psalm 13:5~6 - ® But | trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. ¢ | will sing the Lord’s
praise, for he has been good to me.
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B. Guarding our hearts
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The tenth commandment focuses on the heart, emphasizing that sin begins within. Our Lord Jesus Christ
reinforces this truth in Matthew 15:19~20a, stating that evil thoughts and desires originate in the heart.
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Matthew 15:19~20a - *° For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false testimony, slander. 2° These are what defile a person....
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1. Proactively guard against covetous thoughts. Proverbs 4:23 admonishes us to guard our hearts
diligently.
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Proverbs 4:23 - Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.
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Yes, but how?
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2. Seek God's strength through prayer and reliance on the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in

sanctifying our hearts and conforming us to the image of Christ. Galatians 5:22~23 lists the fruits of the
Spirit, which counteract the sinful desires that lead to coveting.
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Galatians 5:22~23 - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 22 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
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The Spirit's work within us enables us to bear the fruit of contentment, love, and self-control, combating
the covetous tendencies of our fallen nature.
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IV. Connections with New Testament Truths
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A. Jesus' call to love (Matthew 22:37~40)
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37 Jesus replied: ““Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’
(c.f., Deuteronomy 6:5). 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 3° And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” (c.f., Leviticus 19:18).%° All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”
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1. The New Testament echoes the Old Testament commandments in the call to love God and neighbor.
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2. Coveting is contrary to the love Jesus commands us to have for one another.
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Conclusion/Application

The tenth commandment urges us to guard our hearts against coveting and sinful desires. Exodus 20:17
reveals the profound truth that God desires a people who are content, grateful, and focused on Him. As we
examine our hearts in light of this commandment, let us seek the transformative power of Christ to guard

against coveting and live lives that honor and glorify our Creator. May the Holy Spirit guide us as we apply
these timeless truths to our daily walk with the Lord. Amen.
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