MIC Worship Service — 2024.02.04
Title: "The Greatness of Jesus Christ "
Text: Mark 1:29~39, NIV
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2 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon
and Andrew. 3 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told
Jesus about her. 3 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and

she began to wait on them.

$2That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-
possessed. 3 The whole town gathered at the door, 3*and Jesus healed many who had various
diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because

they knew who he was.

5 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to
a solitary place, where he prayed.® Simon and his companions went to look for him, ¥"and

when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”

8 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so | can preach there
also. That is why | have come.”?® So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their

synagogues and driving out demons.
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Introduction

Good morning, brothers and sisters in Christ! | would like to share with you today the Word of
God, specifically Mark chapter 1, verses 29 to 39. In this passage, we witness a powerful
display of the greatness of Jesus Christ, our Savior. As we explore these verses, let us open

our hearts to the transforming power of encountering Jesus in our own lives [ C % (Z
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I. The Healing Touch of Jesus — verses 29~31
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The passage begins with Jesus leaving the synagogue (a gathering place) and entering the
house of Simon and Andrew. Upon hearing that Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a fever,

Jesus took her by the hand and healed her.
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1. Jesus’ actions were not meant to impress the masses; instead, He ministered to an
individual within the confines of a private home. His focus was on addressing the
specific needs of individuals. He didn’t always have to deal with the crowd to advance
His ministry; His genuine concern was for the well-being of each person He

encountered.
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2. Moreover, this miraculous healing serves as a profound illustration of Jesus'

compassion and authority over sickness.
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APPLICATION: Just as Jesus reached out to heal Simon's mother-in-law, He is still

reaching out to us today. Yes, He values each one of us equally, individually. In our
times of physical, emotional, mental or spiritual illness, we can trust in the healing
touch of Jesus Christ. Let us approach Him with faith, believing that He has the power

to bring restoration and wholeness to our lives.
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Isaiah 53:5 - "But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the

punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds, we are healed.”
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Il. The Compassionate Ministry of Jesus — verses 32~34
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%2 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-
possessed. ** The whole town gathered at the door, ** and Jesus healed many who had various
diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because

they knew who he was.
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Jesus engaged in ministry after sunset, marking the conclusion of the Sabbath day (a Jewish
weekly, religious holiday starting from Friday sundown to Saturday sundown). With the
restrictions on travel and activities lifted after the Sabbath, people approached Jesus seeking
healing. News of Jesus' miraculous healing spread like wildfire, and soon the whole town

gathered at the door, bringing with them the sick and demon-possessed.
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Jesus, in His compassion, healed many and cast out demons. This scene illustrates the broad

scope of Jesus' ministry and His willingness to meet the needs of all who come to Him.
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Despite a hectic day, Jesus continued ministering well into the night, addressing the multitude
that had assembled at the entrance. His tireless efforts were a testament to His dedication to

serving others, consistently prioritizing their needs above His own.
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APPLICATION: Jesus' compassion knows no bounds. Whether we are burdened by physical

ailments or spiritual strongholds, we can approach Jesus with confidence, knowing that He
cares for us. Let us not hesitate to bring our concerns before Him, trusting in His

compassionate response.
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Psalm 103:2~3 - Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits—who forgives all

your sins and heals all your diseases.
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Hebrews 4:16, NLT - So /et us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will

receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.
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l1l. The Priority of Prayer in Jesus' Life — verse 35
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% Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off

to a solitary place, where he prayed.
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This moment highlights the importance Jesus placed on communion with the Father.
Following an exhaustive day, it would be understandable if Jesus chose to rest longer.
However, remarkably, He rose well before dawn, sacrificing precious sleep for an extended
period of prayer. Despite the demands of His ministry, Jesus prioritized spending time in

intimate fellowship with God.
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APPLICATION: Just as Jesus prioritized prayer, we are called to cultivate a deep and

consistent prayer life. In the midst of our busy schedules, let us follow Jesus' example and
make time for communion with God. It is in the secret place of prayer that we find strength,

guidance, and a deepening of our relationship with the Almighty.
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Psalm 5:3 - /n the morning, Lord, you hear my voice, in the morning, | lay my requests before

you and wait expectantly.
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Psalm 88:13 - But / cry to you for help, Lord; in the morning my prayer comes before you.
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Psalm 143:8 - Let the morning bring me word of your untailing love, for | have put my trust in

you. Show me the way | should go, for to you, | entrust my life.
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Philippians 4:6~7 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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IV. The Mission Focus of Jesus — verses 38~39
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% Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so | can preach there
also. That is why | have come.”* So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their

synagogues and driving out demons.
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When the disciples found Jesus praying, they informed Him that the people were looking for
Him. The disciples probably thought Jesus would be pleased at His popularity and would want

to spend more time with the crowd He gathered and ministered to the day before.
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Surprisingly, Jesus responded by saying, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby
villages—so [ can preach there also. That is why | have come" (v.38). Jesus did not stay in
that town and “ride”the wave of His popularity there. He knew His ministry was to preach all

across Galilee. His ministry was not about being famous or enjoying its benefits.
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Jesus’ statement underscores His mission focus—to proclaim the message of the kingdom
throughout the region. The primary focus of Jesus' ministry lies in preaching: “That is why |
have come. " While the healing and miraculous aspects of His ministry were remarkable and

splendid, they were never the central emphasis.
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APPLICATION: As followers of Christ, we are called to share the good news and make

disciples. Let us be intentional about spreading the message of salvation.
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Matthew 28:19~20 - "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely, | am with you always, to the very end of the

"

age.
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Conclusion/Application

ILLUSTRATION: The former president of the United States, Ronald Reagan said: “Meaning no

disrespect to the religious convictions of others, | still can't help wondering how we can

explain away what to me is the greatest miracle of all and which is recorded in history. No one
denies there was such a man, that he lived and that he was put to death by crucifixion.
Where...is the miracle | spoke of? Well consider this and let your imagination translate the
story into our own time -- possibly to your own home town. A young man whose fatheris a
carpenter grows up working in his father's shop. One day he puts down his tools and walks out
of his father's shop. He starts preaching on street corners and in the nearby countryside,
walking from place to place, preaching all the while, even though he is not an ordained
minister. He does this for three years. Then he is arrested, tried and convicted. There is no
court of appeal, so he is executed at age 33 along with two common thieves. Those in charge
of his execution roll dice to see who gets his clothing -- the only possessions he has. His
family cannot afford a burial place for him so he is interred in a borrowed tomb. End of story?
No, this uneducated, property-less young man who ... left no written word has, for 2000 years,
had a greater effect on the world than all the rulers, kings, emperors,; all the conquerors,
generals and admirals, all the scholars, scientists and philosophers who have ever lived -- all

of them put together. How do we explain that?...unless he really was who he said he was."
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Just like from our passage today in Mark 1:29~39 reveals the greatness of Jesus Christ in His

healing touch, compassionate ministry, priority of prayer, and mission focus. As we reflect on
these aspects of Jesus' life, may we be inspired to seek Him earnestly, trust in His
transformative power, and align our lives with His mission. Let us go forth, like the disciples,

proclaiming the greatness of our Savior to a world in need of His love and redemption. Amen.
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