MIC Worship Service — 2024.02.11
Title: "The Transfiguration: A Glimpse of Glory"
Text: Mark 9:2~10, NIV
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain,
where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 2 His clothes became dazzling
white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5> Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” ® (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
"Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son,
whom | love. Listen to him!”
8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they
had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. ° They kept the matter to themselves,

discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.
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Introduction

In this sacred moment on the mountain, Jesus reveals a glimpse of His divine glory to His
disciples, an experience that profoundly impacts their understanding of His identity and mission.
As we explore this passage together, let us open our hearts to the amazing truths it holds for us
today.
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l. The Context of the Transfiguration — verses 2~3
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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain,
where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 2 His clothes became
dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.
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The stage is set on a high mountain, where Jesus takes Peter, James, and John with Him.
Suddenly, a remarkable change occurs as Jesus is transfigured before them. His clothes become
dazzling white, brighter than any launderer on earth could bleach them. This transformation
signals a profound revelation of His divine nature.
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A. The significance of the mountain - Mountains in Scripture often serve as places of
encounter with God. The ascent to the mountain signifies a deliberate journey to seek
God's presence and revelation. Just as Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai (Exodus
19~20), and Elijah on Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19), Jesus now brings His disciples to a
mountain for a divine encounter.
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B. The dazzling transformation - The dazzling white garments of Jesus symbolize purity,
holiness, and divine glory. This radiant transformation points to the divine nature of Christ, a
reality that goes beyond the limits of human comprehension. It serves as a visual
manifestation of His true identity as the Son of God.
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APPLICATION: Just as the disciples experienced a profound transformation on the mountain, let
us actively seek transformative encounters with our Heavenly Father. Make space in our lives for
prayer, meditation, and worship. Allow God to transfigure our hearts, shaping us into vessels of
His love and grace.

Also, in the midst of life's challenges and routine, let us remember the dazzling glory of Christ
revealed on the mountain. May His radiance shine through our lives, impacting our attitudes,
actions, and relationships. Carry the light of Christ into every corner of your existence, bringing
hope to those around you.
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Il. The Presence of Moses and Elijah — verses 4~6
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4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. ® Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah.” ¢ (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
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As Peter, James, and John witness this awe-inspiring scene, they see Moses and Elijah appearing
and talking with Jesus. This encounter holds great significance, bridging the Old Testament with
the New Testament, and affirming Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. The
sum of Old Testament revelation comes to meet with Jesus at the Mount of Transfiguration.
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A. Moses — Representative of the Law
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Moses, the great lawgiver, represents the Law given to the people of Israel. His presence affirms
that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law, and through Him, God's redemptive plan is unfolding.
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B. Elijah — Representative of the Prophets
Elijah, a powerful prophet, represents the prophetic tradition. His appearance signifies that Jesus
is the culmination of the prophetic message, bringing God's promises to fruition.
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C. The dialogue with Jesus

The conversation between Moses, Elijah, and Jesus emphasizes the continuity and fulfillment
found in Christ. His sacrificial mission, highlights the central role of Christ's redemptive purpose
and pointing the way for those who seek to follow in His footsteps.
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APPLICATION: Just as Moses and Elijah appeared at a crucial moment in Jesus' journey,
believers should be attuned to divine appointments orchestrated by the Holy Spirit. Recognize
opportunities to serve, encourage, and share the Gospel. Be open to God's leading, trusting that
He guides our steps for His divine purposes.
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lll. Peter's Response and God's Divine Announcement — verses 7~8
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"Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son,
whom I love. Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone
with them except Jesus.
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Overwhelmed by the divine spectacle, Peter responds in awe and suggests building three shelters
— one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah (cf., verse 5). However, God intervenes with a
powerful proclamation, directing the disciples’ attention to His beloved Son (v.7).
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A. Peter's human response - Peter, like many of us, seeks to hold on to this transcendent
moment. His proposal to build shelters reflects a human desire to cling to the extraordinary
experiences of God's presence. However, God has a greater plan in mind.
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B. God's Divine announcement - From a bright cloud, a voice thunders, saying, "This is my
Son, whom | love. Listen to Him!" This divine affirmation echoes the words spoken at
Jesus' baptism (cf., Mark 1:11), emphasizing the unique and beloved Sonship of Christ.
God redirects the disciples' focus from the Law and the Prophets to the Son, urging them to
heed His words.
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1. The voice from the cloud of glory made it clear that Jesus was not on the same level as
Elijah and Moses. He is the beloved Son — so Hear Him!
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2. This word from heaven answered the disciples’ doubts after the revelation of the suffering
Messiah. It assured them that the plan was all right with God the Father also.
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IV. The Descent from the Mountain — verses 9~10
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9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they
had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 1° They kept the matter to themselves,
discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.
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As the extraordinary vision concludes, Jesus instructs the disciples not to share what they have
witnessed until after the Son of Man rises from the dead. This enigmatic statement leaves the
disciples puzzled, highlighting the mysteries yet to be fully revealed in the unfolding plan of
salvation.
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It’s a veiled future. The disciples are left with a sense of mystery and anticipation. Jesus' reference
to His resurrection hints at the unfolding climax of His earthly ministry, emphasizing the
redemptive purpose that will be fully realized through His death and resurrection.
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APPLICATION: In the face of life's uncertainties and unanswered questions, trust in God's
unfolding plan. Like the disciples who descended from the mountain with mysteries ahead,
Christians are called to trust in the sovereignty of our Heavenly Father. Hold fast to the assurance
that He holds the future.
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Remember the hope of the resurrection. Just as Jesus alluded to His rising from the dead, share
this message of hope with a world in need. Let the transformative power of Christ's victory over
death be a beacon of hope for those around us.
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Conclusion/Application

Brothers and sisters, the Transfiguration is a pivotal moment in the Gospel narrative, providing a

glimpse into the divine glory of Jesus Christ. As we reflect on this sacred event, let us recognize
Christ as the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets, the beloved Son of God. Like Peter, James,
and John, may we listen intently to His words and follow Him faithfully. As we journey down

from the mountain, let the radiance of Christ's glory transform our lives, inspiring us to live as His

disciples in the world. Amen.
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