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Enter By the Narrow Gate
DN B AD 72 X0

Self-introduction.

[ look back over the last twelve months and consider the work that | have engaged in:

[ travelled to Japan, UK, US, Kenya, Philippines. It's very exciting - if you like travel.
Unfortunately, [ don’t like to travel. Broken bones, dengue fever, hospitalisation, scabies and,
worst of all, Food I Don't Like, have all contributed to my displeasure of travel.
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But I wouldn't change it for the world. I love the work and I love the people. Seeing the Deaf
filled with the Spirit, graduate from school, start their own business is something that thrills
even the most travel-weary soul. It's fantastic. I'm so in awe of DMI’s ministry - as | am with
many Christian ministries - and I'm so thankful to be a part of it.
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As I travel, I get to meet many people both within DMI and without, within the church and
without, within my own culture and without. I get to see many different sorts of lifestyles and
worldviews. This is interesting and enjoyable but it can also be perplexing and challenging.
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Jesus said something that doesn’t fit easily into the modern landscape. (It never really fitted
any landscape but it seems to fit ours even less now than it ever did before.)
He said,
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Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to
life, and only a few find it. Matthew 7:13,14

You don’t have to travel too far into the world to see that many modern ideologies and
behaviours belong to the wide road and lead to personal and social destruction, and many go
that way.
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Not us. Not the Christian. Our calling is different. Our calling is radically different. Where
people see broken bones, dengue fever, hospitalisation, scabies and Food That No-one Could
Like, the Christian sees way beyond that to see people entering eternal life, learning to live
righteously and growing in peace and prosperity. What a joy! What fulfilment!
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Our calling to follow Jesus will inevitably put us at odds with the world. The world lives for
self. We live for God. The world seeks self-fulfilment. We seek self-denial. The world says the
highest goal in life is ‘my personal happiness’. We say, the highest goal in life is to seek God
and to enjoy Him. Because of this, we will at times find ourselves isolated, left out, ridiculed,
fired from work, denied promotion and opportunities, persecuted - on a narrow road with few
others. Don’t lose heart about this. Rejoice! It means you're living right.
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Like many of you, I choose to believe in Biblical teaching. I try to follow the Bible’s blueprint
for godly living. I for one, fail spectacularly in this. I am, with Paul, the chief of sinners. Yet
somehow, by the grace of God, my life is different to many of those who don’t follow Jesus. I
cling to Biblical truths and principles, sometimes desperately. I'm not willing to compromise
on God’s Word. This led a friend of mine to tell me that I was narrow-minded. She intended it
to be an insult, but I took it as a compliment. A wonderful truth. I was on the narrow path. And
life on the narrow path is different, even offensive, to others.
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In recent years, in the western world, the narrow path of Jesus has become narrower and
more precarious. In his book, “Being the Bad Guys”, Stephen McAlpine says this:
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“Have you noticed that recently, Christian views aren't seen as merely false but dangerous — our
opinions no longer worth considering but rather in need of silencing?

How did this happen? How did Christians become the bad guys?

This book isn't about how to stop being the bad guys - it's about how to be the best bad guy you
can be.”

(B, ¥V A MR RMEPBEICE RS> TVWHDTIEARL ., AR EN TS Z L ITBR
SEESH D,
REZIROTEDEAIM22EXRY A MNEENEF IR ST-DIEA I

AEX, [FVRPMER, E)TNEEFICRLTICELL] oW TEMPNLTNED
Ti&w AEIX, THYU R MRER, EITHNIEREOEE NS 2] 220 TEM
nTWasn7, |

Walking the narrow road - being the bad guys - is something for us to cultivate, to rejoice in
and to share.
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Let’s look into Jesus’ teaching more closely.
Three things here:
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1. The gate is narrow
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The popular narrative now is to ‘love all people and respect all beliefs’. This sounds rather
noble (and even Christian) but it's deceptive because what it is often taken to mean is
actually ‘love all behaviours’ and ‘you’re not allowed to disagree with anyone else’s
worldview’. Worse, if we don’t accept, celebrate and condone such behaviours and
worldviews then we are deemed, not just irrelevant or odd anymore (as in past decades),
but dangerous people and haters.

TATH, TIRTOAZBEL, TRTOADEZZEETLINEE] LE<Ebh
9, TNEPRVEREREECHZAETN (FH5TXFIVARAMDOELIOXLIICHHE
ZxET) | EBEICZ, TEARTETLETREE, MAOHIRICKKRT L TiER
RV, | EWVOBRICOIAZ ENTEDHDT, MW BEsSELELEVWET,
IHIZENZ LI, b LB Y ZAF v N, ZoHOITERHASZ, ZIFT AN
T, AEET. FRLRTNE, @ERTFECE--TEIBBEINEZLIQ) R
Hit, HALOEHEISNZY ., ZOOVEICR LNV TH7ET TR, MEhEHBORE
RABIZ L B2 ENTLE S DOTT,

We are called to love all people, that is absolutely true, but we are not called to love all
behaviours of all people. We should respect all people regardless of what they believe but
some beliefs (not the people, the beliefs) are stupid, if not harmful, and should be challenged.
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There is only one gate to full and eternal life and His name is Jesus. Jesus said in John 10, “I am
the gate.” There aren’t many gates and there aren’t many roads. There is one gate to God, one
narrow road to eternal life. This belief will automatically put us in opposition to a pluralistic
world. It puts us on a narrow path. Rejoice! That's a good place to be. It means you're living
right.
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2. Few people find the narrow gate
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The appeal of the wide path is obvious. There’s freedom, fun and a feel-good approach to life.
But this is deceptive and many people fall for it. By upholding individual happiness as the
highest goal in life, the wide path promises popularity, fulfilment and (oddly) community, yet
it's becoming clearer and clearer (most obvious in the online world) that travel on the wide
road leads to loneliness, insecurity and brokenness.
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You don’t have to travel too far into the world to see the truth of this. It’s curious then that so
many of Jesus’ teachings about entering the kingdom of God are addressed to God’s people, to
the church. The warnings are grim. Many who think they are living the Christian life, Jesus
tells us, are not, and will be turned away. It seems there are fewer of us on the narrow path
than we might have thought. Not all those who tick ‘Christian’ in a national census are actually
Christian and not all those who go to church actually belong to the church, the body of Christ.
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Nowhere has this been more clearly seen than in the last 7 days in the media. Some of
you might have seen the ‘Jesus gets us’ ad which played to 100 million people during the
US Superbowl. It's well meaning but ... it's a hollow message. Have a look:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94BglDQ-Ppo

I’m not going to go into all the reasons why this ad sends the wrong message to a lost
world but in a nutshell, it says nothing about repentance, new life or salvation.

Fortunately, a quick thinking and talented pastor in Ireland put out a ‘better’ version of the
ad. I'm hoping that this one reaches more than 100 million people. Let’s take a look:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rV3AnTUPIDY

Jesus. Saves. Us. When we truly believe in Him.

It's good for us to regularly humble ourselves before God, examine our lives and go on being
filled with the Holy Spirit. It's good to do this on our own, when we’re in our room and the
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door is closed. And it’s good for us to do this together, in the body of the church where we can
receive good teaching, confess our sins to each other, worship together and build one another

up.
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Relatively speaking, because there are so few of us on this path, we need to stick together and
regularly encourage each other. Rejoice! You're in the right place for this.
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3. The narrow road is challenging but it leads to life

The NK]JV says “Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life” .
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My travel experiences remind me of the difficulty of the narrow road but they also remind me
of the fullness of life.
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I'm fascinated by the gospel accounts of Jesus’ baptism. Jesus comes up out of the water. We
hear the voice of God. We see the Spirit descend on Him in bodily form and then Jesus...goes
out and walks across water to miraculously feed thousands of people, heal whole villages and
raise the dead? That’s how I would have scripted it. He's just been baptised. He has the
anointing and power of the Spirit, He should be doing some amazing stuff. And maybe if he
wanted to, he could have done some amazing stuff at that time, but he didn’t. Why not?
Because he was more interested in His Father’s will than His own. He was practising self-
denial not self promotion. He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil and He obeyed.
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Jesus exemplified His teaching that if we are to come after Him, if we are to truly enter the
Kingdom of God, then we have to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow. This is not
highway stuff, this is very narrow road stuff. It can be very difficult.
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Walking the narrow path while everyone else is dancing on the highway can hit your
confidence. I like the way Christian psychologist Glynn Harrison responds to this. He says that
it'’s time [for us] to recover our confidence that the Christian worldview - its vision for
intimate relations, marriage and family - brings blessing and flourishing to everyone. Many
lives, he says, have been hollowed out by the empty promises of pornography, promiscuity
and the fruitless pursuit of self-fulfilment. We have been given new life to live and we can’t, he
says, keep it for ourselves.

BIIBIBNA T 24 (BFEER) ZBoTI77 LTWVWADIZ, NDNEEZHENTWSE, B
BERRIBRoTLBZETLLY, DHEFEETIVARAF XY DOT Y - NY I NIRD
EHGCE-oTVES, 4%, FVRMNOMREETRYRERTRETHD, 2FV ., HiF
RFERLE VI BB BRI TEXY A MIORFN, A ICHREBLEREBEZ LD
TR, KEDOALIZ, " RERR, BEHESLE (L2) ORVWLDIENY ZBKRL
TWb, ZLTEERHNERIE DT TESE R ANEEZE S TWNBEDE, FlebiiZottoiz
DICEZEZLNTVWADTHY, BODHITAEZHNETIIRVWDE, |

The narrow road will bring challenges but we need to focus on this: it also brings unspeakable
joys and it leads to life. The wide road looks easy but it leads to destruction. Context and
understanding are important here. We are called to walk a narrow path but we are not called
to a life of misery. In fact Jesus said that His burden is easy and his yoke is light. We need to
understand the paradox: the ‘narrow road life’ brings temporary challenges but is ultimately a
burden that brings ease, freedom and life. Wide roads have all the obstacles removed for
smooth driving but they go in the wrong direction and they lead to bondage and destruction.
Rejoice! Praise God for the narrow road!
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How do we know we’re on the narrow road? Jesus said you will know them by their fruit.
We’ll see it in ourselves and others in these three ways (amongst others):
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i.  How we spend our time
ii. How we spend our money
iii. How we cultivate our relationships
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These three things, perhaps more than anything else, will demonstrate which road we are
travelling on.
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. Time

Set time aside to pray, have unhurried daily devotions, listen to God, and join regularly with
other believers. We don’t have time for these things, we have to make the time. Be willing to
give up your own time for others (think of Jesus fleeing crowds but then having compassion
on them and giving more time). This is narrow path living. Our time is God’s time.
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ii. Money

The Bible teaches us to tithe. That means we are to give 10% of our income to God.

Jesus called the scribes and Pharisees hypocrites because they paid their tithe of spices, yet
they neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. “These you ought
to have done,” he says “without leaving the others undone”.
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As God'’s people, we need to understand that all of our money belongs to God. House
extensions, overseas holidays and fine clothes are not our priority. Narrow road travellers use
their money wisely and faithfully - with priorities for spending that are different from those
travelling on the highway. Narrow road travellers understand that we are called to a life of
worship, hospitality and generosity.
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iii. Relationships

We'll know if we or others are travelling on the narrow path by how we cultivate
relationships. Firstly, we will value our relationship with God above anything or anyone else.
Our honour of marriage and our understanding of intimate relationships will be very different
from those travelling on the wide road, and we will be mocked for this. The value we place on
the family unit will be extremely high. And our relationships with strangers will be similar to
our relationships with our friends.
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That’s what the life of a narrow path traveller looks like.
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I remember meeting a man, about 30 years ago, who was very noticeably walking on the
narrow road. His life was different from others, even many in the church. I was really struck
by it. He seemed to me to be walking a difficult path but you wouldn’t have known it by
looking at him because he was always laughing. His 'difficult narrow path’ seemed to be full of

joy.
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His name was Neville. And he was the reason that | and many others came to be involved
in Deaf Ministries International. Yes, the ministry was really good but it was Neville who
had a way about him, a humble, compassionate, funny and sometimes bumbling godliness
about him. And if that was what walking on the narrow path was like, then | wanted in.
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The fruit of that man’s life - he and his wife Lill - now extends to over 20 countries around
the world, in 10 schools for the deaf, dozens of employment projects and over 180
churches for the deaf which minister to 5000 people every week. Neville passed away 4
years ago but his vision - to see the gospel, education and employment taken to the Deaf
all over the world - continues to be realised.
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This has happened because one man decided to walk on the narrow path. He decided to
order his time, money and relationships based on the values of God’s kingdom not on the
values of the world.
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Sin never delivers on its promises.
God always delivers on His.
And at the end of the day, anyone paying attention cannot fail to see this.

FIIR L THRLEZEZTZEIIDY EEA,
IV OBHERERZLET,
ZF L THEKIICITHETYH, 202 LICEKIPBRWITI TR VDT,

US pastor John Macarthur tells of his encounter with Los Angeles Pride parade leader
Robert Lagerstrom. He had lived for decade in the gay lifestyle, had contracted AIDS and
he was told that he was going to die. He said, “I don’t want to die. Is there anyone who can
help me face death?” His gay friends told him to go to church! Why?! Because, even if it
takes time, anyone paying attention cannot fail to see that the narrow path leads to life.

He went to church and he heard Ps 107. He heard that he can be rescued. He heard that
the chains that had bound him for so long could be shattered, that darkness could become



light. He was so overwhelmed by this. He desperately went forward and asked ‘how can |
receive that?’ Pastor Macarthur led him to Christ.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=CO0upOSUodo)
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The wide road leads to destruction and many travel on it. The narrow road leads to life but
few travel on it.

Sin never delivers on its promises.

God always delivers on His.

And at the end of the day, anyone paying attention cannot fail to see this.

FIAVE] FBRICORNR B DI, Z DERZFDOEEZHEET, [FRVE] iXMmET
LT, £ EHIEFIIDBRHNDOTT,

FIIR L THEREZREZTZ LTI A,

TN OBHIRERZLET,

Z L THERKIICITHETYH, 2O EIZKRILBRWVITTIERNDTY,

[How can they be so loving? - para from book]
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In finishing, | want to encourage you to re-examine your life. Let's bow for prayer and ask
the Holy Spirit to minister to our hearts now. Ask yourself,
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Am | really walking on the narrow road that leads to life, or am | walking on or flirting with
the wide road that leads to destruction?

Am | using my time in a way that truly glorifies Christ, in a way that would lead others to
think, | want to live like that?

Am | using my money in a way that prioritises first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness?

Am | cultivating my relationships in a way that is pure, selfless, godly and generous - in a
way that leads others to Christ?
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Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that
leads to life, and only a few find it. Matthew 7:13,14
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Pray.



