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Introduction

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today we would like to delve into the awe-inspiring topic of the glory of
God. It is a subject that transcends time and space, reaching into the depths of our souls and transforming
our lives.
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A. Definition of God’s glory. It is the beauty that emanates from His character, from all that He is.
Everything about God is excellent and perfect.
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B. The eternal and unchanging nature of God’s glory. In contrast, human dignity and honor may diminish.
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1 Peter 1:24 - For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass
withers and the flowers fall”
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On the other hand, the glory of God, displayed in the harmonious interplay of all His attributes, remains
unchanging. It is an eternal radiance that withstands the test of time.
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I The OT manifestations of God’s glory
I. BREEIZBITA2MOELDE N

A. Moses’ desire to see God’s glory. Moses implored God, saying, “Now show me your glory" (Exodus
33:18). Moses' request echoes the yearning within each of us to experience the fullness of God's glory.
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B. God’s revelation of His glory to Moses. In response, God revealed that His glory is synonymous with "all
my goodness" (verse 19). However, God cautioned Moses, saying, "You cannot see my face, for no one
may see me and live" (v.20). Consequently, God sheltered Moses in "a cleft in the rock" (v.22) to shield

him from the fullness of His glory as it passed by (vv.21~23). The overwhelming splendor of God is such
that no mortal can behold it without being utterly awestruck.
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C. The humbling effect of God’s glory on humanity. The glory of God humbles the pride of man, as
expressed in Isaiah 2:10~11 (NIV): "Go into the rocks, hide in the ground from the fearful presence of the
Lord and the splendor of his majesty! The eyes of the arrogant will be humbled, and human pride brought
low; the Lord alone will be exalted in that day."
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D. Supernatural manifestations of God’s glory. Frequently in the OT, the display of God’s glory was
accompanied by extraordinary elements such as supernatural fire, dense clouds, and the earth shaking
violently. For example:
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1. We read about these phenomena during the giving of the law to Moses.
Exodus 19:18 - "Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke
billowed up like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently."
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2. The prophet Ezekiel's vision of God's glory was characterized by fire, lightning, and tumultuous sounds.
Following this, he beheld a scene described as, "a throne of lapis lazuli, and high above on the throne was a
figure like that of a man. From what appeared to be his waist up, he looked like glowing metal, full of fire,
and from there down, he looked like fire. Brilliant light surrounded him, resembling a rainbow in the clouds
on a rainy day. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord" (Ezekiel 1:26~28, NIV).
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1. The NT revelation in Jesus Christ
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A. The glory of God revealed in Jesus. In the New Testament, the magnificence of God is unveiled through
His Son, Jesus Christ:
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John 1:14 - “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (cf., The Transfiguration)
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B. Jesus as light of divine revelation. Jesus arrived as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory
of [God’s] people Israel” (Luke 2:32).
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C. Miracles as signs of God’s glory. The miracles performed by Jesus were “signs through which he
revealed his glory” (John 2:11). In Christ, God’s glory is humbly veiled, making it approachable and
knowable. But, He has promised to return one day “on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory”
(Matthew 24:30).
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1l. God’s glory in creation
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A. The display of His glory in nature. The natural world serves as a testament to God’s glory, revealed
universally regardless of one's race, heritage, or location.
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Psalm 19:1~4 - The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after
day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no
words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of
the world.
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B. The heavenly perspective of glory. Psalm 73:24 describes heaven itself as "glory."” At times, Christians
refer to death as being "received unto glory," a phrase borrowed from this psalm. When a Christian passes
away, they will be ushered into God's presence, enveloped by His glory and majesty. In that divine realm,
the brilliance of His glory will be unveiled.
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1 Corinthians 13:12 - “For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.”
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In the future New Jerusalem, the manifestation of God's glory will be evident:
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Revelation 21:23 - “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and the Lamb is its lamp.”
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IV. Warning against idolatry and misappropriation of glory
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A. God won't share His glory. God will not share His glory with another (Isaiah 42:8; cf. Exodus 34:14).
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Exodus 34:14 - Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.
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Isaiah 42:8 - “I am the Lord; that is my name! | will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.
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B. Condemnation of idolatry. Still, there are those who attempt to seize it. Scripture condemns all
idolaters.
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Romans 1:22~23 - “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.”
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Only God possesses eternal attributes, such as holiness, majesty, goodness, love, and more, which are
perfect and everlasting, and should not be substituted for the imperfections and corruption found in this
world.
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V. Our role in glorifying God
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To bring glory to God is to express honor and worship towards Him. God is indeed glorious, characterized
by greatness and magnificence—exceptionally grand in both His nature and deeds.
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Psalm 111:3 - "Glorious and majestic are his deeds, and his righteousness endures forever."
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A. We are commanded to glorify God. In our acts to glorify Him, we recognize and celebrate His greatness
and splendor, offering praise, adoration, thanksgiving, and worship. As Revelation 14:7 exhorts, "Give Him
glory,” we respond by directing our expressions of praise and worship to the One who alone is truly
deserving.
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B. Ways to glorify God. The Bible clearly outlines our responsibility to bring glory to God from beginning
to end. First Chronicles 16:17~36 provides a blueprint for giving glory to God. In the installation of
Asaph as the chief minister before the ark of God, David imparts instructions on the approach to
worship:
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e give praise to the Lord (v.8)

e proclaim the greatness of God’s name (v.8)

e tell the whole world what God has done (vv. 89, 24)

* sing to the Lord (vv. 9, 23)

e rejoice in Him (v.10)

e seek out the Lord and trust in His power (v.11)

e remember all the Lord’s mighty deeds (v.12)

e bring an offering to God (v.29). In Asaph’s time, the offerings were in accordance with the Law of
Moses; today, we are “to offer [our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is
[our] true and proper worship” (Romans 12:1).

e give thanks to God for His goodness and love (v.34)

- FIEGEHL, AUk D, (BERGEESE — 16 3= 8 )

- OB DERIEE~MZ D, (A 8 #Hi)

MRS ol Z LRt x 5, (A 8-9 Hi, 24 i)

- FiZmroTHK I, (A9 #Hi, 23 #i)

FEE5, (A 10 i)

FE2RD, EONIMEEHT 5, (A 11 i)

- FOTRTONHHbIEBNEZT, (A 12 #)

MIZEESTYE ST 5, (F29E) 7Y 7oL, ESTFTWITE—FDFEEICE-T-b
DTL, GH, FAEbRSI ST AREITEDIFIRDODELBY T, [ (FAebd) ol x, #ilc
=iIND, BRLEXEEIITME LTI RSN, ZENZZE, BRENTZIZSIDLWILET
T, 1 (B—< A~DOFHI2FE1H])

= HDONDL LA L ZITEHT 5 (BIGESE — 16 & 34 i)

Our God possesses all genuine majesty and splendor. Glory inherently belongs to Him. Considering who
God is, we are obliged to bring glory to Him consistently (1 Corinthians 10:31). Certainly, we have the
ability to honor God with our expressions of praise and gratitude. Additionally, we can bring glory to God
through our acts of service on His behalf. As Jesus expressed, “Let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Producing fruit for the
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kingdom of God is another means of glorifying Him (John 15:8). Even in the way we face death, we have
the opportunity to bring glory to God (see John 21:19).
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Conclusion/Application

To bring glory to God is to lift up His attributes, commend His works, place trust in His name, and adhere to
His Word. He is holy, faithful, merciful, gracious, loving, majestic, sovereign, powerful, omniscient—and so
much more. His works are marvelous, wise, wonderful, and fearfully intricate. His Word is described as
“perfect. .. trustworthy. .. right... radiant. .. pure... firm... precious” (Psalm 19:7~10, NIV).
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ILLUSTRATION: In the chorus of her 1875 hymn, "To God Be the Glory," Fanny Crosby urges us to
acknowledge the Lord's deeds and do what is right: "Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! Let the earth hear His
voice; Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice. Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the
Son. And give Him the glory; great things He has done."
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