MIC Worship Service — 2024.03.03 (3" Sunday in Lent)
Title: “The Cross: God’s Wisdom and Power”
Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18~25, NIV
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18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. 9 For it is written: “/ will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the
intelligence of the intelligent | will frustrate.”

20\Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? % For since in the wisdom of God the
world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was
preached to save those who believe. ?? Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of

God.?® For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is
stronger than human strength.
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Introduction

Oswald Chambers (Scottish evangelist): “All heaven is interested in the Cross of Christ, all hell is
terribly afraid of it, while men are the only beings who more or less ignore its meaning.”
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l. How people see the Cross of Christ —verse 18
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18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.
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The central emphasis of verse 18 lies in contrasting the perception of the Cross between those
who are perishing (unsaved) and those who are being saved.
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A. The Cross as a foolish idea. The Apostle Paul starts by acknowledging that “the
message of the cross” seems foolish to the world. These words sound kind of noble and
religious to our contemporary ears. But in the 15 century, saying message of the Cross was
about the same as saying message of the death penalty! What significance can be derived
from a harsh, degrading, and relentless tool of death? It's no surprise that such a message
appears foolish to those facing destruction.
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B. The Cross is the power of God. The Cross, an instrument of death, becomes the symbol
of life for believers. This paradoxical truth challenges worldly wisdom.
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The authentic gospel, when embraced with faith, carries power. Welcoming and trusting in the
genuine gospel unleashes the power of God in one's life.
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ILLUSTRATION: DMI Video from Pastor Andrew -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKbB51LvEHO
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While the term "gospel” may not be explicitly mentioned in this verse, it is found in the preceding
one (v.17). According to Paul, the essence of the gospel lay in the message of the Cross. The
Apostle could not proclaim the gospel without conveying the significance of the Cross.
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1 Corinthians 2:2 - For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified.
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Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life | now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
God revealed Himself in the entirety of the gospel with its central focus on the incarnation and
crucifixion of Christ. He showed us the divine blueprint and provision for the redemption of sinners.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKbB51LvEH0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKbB51LvEH0

APPLICATION: Promoting a high moral standard, advancing social justice, affirming the universal
fatherhood of God, or highlighting the universal brotherhood of mankind does not qualify as the
proclamation of the gospel. According to Paul's definition, the essence of the gospel fundamentally
lies in the message of the Cross.
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Il. God revealed His wisdom through the Cross of Christ —verses 19~21
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¥ For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent |
will frustrate.” ?° Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since in the
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe
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Verse 19 is a quotation from Isaiah 29:14. It tells us that God shatters spiritual pride in man with
His wisdom. There is no wise man, no law expert, and no debater/philosopher who can do what
Jesus Christ has done.
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| don’t know about you, but many tend to believe that the most intelligent and wise individuals will
possess the deepest understanding of God. However, the divine cannot be grasped through
human wisdom; rather, it is only through the message of the Cross that one can encounter God.
The pursuit of human wisdom may lead to temporal satisfaction or happiness, although this is



seldom the case, and in and of itself, it can never unveil the genuine knowledge of the true God.
King Solomon, the wisest king who ever lived wrote:
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Ecclesiastes 2:15 - Then | said to myself, “The fate of the fool will overtake me also. What then do
I gain by being wise?” | said to myself, “This too is meaningless.”
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| may be generalizing but frequently, the most educated individuals exhibit the least reverence for
God. While exceptions exist, with some of history's brilliant minds embracing Christianity, like
Isaac Newton, generally, the more one esteems their intelligence, the less reverence they hold for
God. Human "wisdom" persistently resists and opposes God, ultimately revealing its own folly and
the reason why they will perish.
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ILLUSTRATION: There’s an anecdote that occurred in one of Albert Einstein's classes, where
students asserted their disbelief in God. Einstein, in response, questioned the extent of the
collective knowledge within the class. After deliberation, the students concluded that they
possessed 5% of all human knowledge. Einstein thought that their estimate was hyperinflated,
then posed a thought-provoking question: "Is it possible that God exists in the 95% that you don’t
know?"
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Paul isn’t condemning all learning or education; he merely says that by themselves they are
useless for obtaining spiritual wisdom. He emphasizes that God chose the foolish things of the
world to shame the wise. God's ways often confound human reasoning, demonstrating His
sovereignty and wisdom.
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1 Corinthians 1:27 - But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose
the weak things of the world to shame the strong.
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C.H. Spurgeon: “It is certain that a blind man is no judge of colors, a deaf man is no judge of
sound, and a man who has never been quickened into spiritual life can have no judgment as to
spiritual things.”
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II. God revealed His power through the Cross of Christ — verses 22~25
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22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, %4 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.?® For the foolishness of God is wiser
than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
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A. Among the Jews. There persisted a continual desire for a sign, particularly a miraculous
Messianic deliverance. However, their focus was not on the message of the Cross.
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Psalm 74:9 - We are given no signs from God; no prophets are left, and none of us knows how
long this will be.
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Luke 23:8 - When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of
some sort.
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John 2:18 - The Jews then responded to him, “Nhat sign can you show us to prove your
authority to do all this?”

INFDREE2EL8M—8 LI T, AXVAILBLAERATE2Tee [HBIHAIDLILC
L HDHICIE. EABLELZIEBICRETSNEDTY D, |

John 6:30 - So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe
you? What will you do?
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While their yearning for deliverance was not inherently wrong, their refusal of God's chosen path
for deliverance marked a divergence.
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Gordon Fee (Bible commentator): "Their idolatry was that they now had God completely figured
out; he would simply repeat the Exodus, in still greater splendor."
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B. Among the Greeks. They sought after wisdom, typically expressed in high, academic, and
philosophical terms, and did not value the wisdom conveyed through the message of the
Cross.
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Acts 18:4 - Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.
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1 Peter 3:15 - But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect,
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The Greeks pursuit of wisdom was not misguided, but their rejection of God's wisdom was evident.
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Gordon Fee: "Their idolatry was to conceive of God as ultimate Reason, meaning of course what
we deem to be reasonable.”
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C. Instead of acceding to the Jews' demand for a miraculous deliverance and the Greeks'

pursuit of wisdom, God surprised them with an unexpected revelation: a crucified
Christ/Messiah!
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The term "Christ" (Messiah) denoted power, splendor, and triumph, while "crucified" conveyed
weakness, defeat, and humiliation. Paul boldly proclaimed the paradox of Christ crucified,
challenging conventional expectations.
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Cicero, the renowned Roman statesman, deemed the Cross so shameful and horrible that it
should never be mentioned in polite society. However, as Christians, embracing the Cross, with all
its contradictions, is imperative, for without it, we risk spiritual loss.
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D, To the Jews, Christ crucified became a stumbling block, and to the Greeks, it seemed
foolishness. Yet, despite cultural offense, God adhered to His gospel, for those who believed,
both Jews and Greeks, recognized Christ crucified as the power and wisdom of God.
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Attempts to alter the gospel's emphasis for contemporary relevance overlook Paul's persistence in
preaching an initially unpopular message, reaping great results. The claim that truth must adapt to
the age amounts to murdering it and replacing an offensive truth with a popular lie.
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E. The apparent foolishness of God at the Cross surpasses human wisdom. Salvation does not
result from human wisdom but from embracing God's dramatic and unexpected act of love at
Calvary.
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ILLUSTRATION: If you were to look at Rembrandt's painting of The Three Crosses, your
attention would be drawn first to the center Cross on which Jesus died. Then as you would look at
the crowd gathered around the foot of that Cross, you'd be impressed by the various facial
expressions and actions of the people involved in the awful crime of crucifying the Son of God.
Finally, your eyes would drift to the edge of the painting and catch sight of another figure, almost
hidden in the shadows. Art critics say this is a representation of Rembrandt himself, for he
recognized that by his sins he helped nail Jesus to the Cross.
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We need men and women of the Cross, with the message of the Cross, bearing the marks of the
Cross.
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Conclusion/Application

As we navigate the complexities of life, let us embrace the seemingly foolish message of the
Cross. It is in surrendering our worldly wisdom that we find the transformative power of God.
Today, let us recommit ourselves to a life centered on Christ, allowing His wisdom to guide our
thoughts, actions, and relationships. May the Cross, once considered foolishness, be the source of
our eternal hope and the foundation of our daily living. Remember: There are no crown-wearers in
heaven who were not cross- bearers here below.
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Closing Prayer: “Heavenly Father, we thank you for the profound wisdom found in the message of
the cross. Help us, Lord, to embrace the seeming foolishness of your ways and find our true
identity and purpose in Christ. May your Spirit guide us in living out this wisdom in our daily lives.
In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.”
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