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Introduction
Sometimes, there can be confusion regarding the mechanics of salvation.
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Unintentionally, we may find ourselves immersed in a gospel that emphasizes encouraging one
another in God's forgiveness, grace, and mercy BUT lacks adequate warnings about the perils of
yielding to sin. This kind of message may not address individuals who repeatedly yield to
temptation, those who "make a practice of sinning" (1 John 3:8).
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Over time, we may steer clear of the Old Testament's narratives of God's judgment, selectively
choose from Jesus' sermons and Paul's letters, and overlook the stern cautions found in Hebrews
and James. We might only focus on passages highlighting God's love, forgiveness, and joy.
However, are these scriptural warnings not integral to God's plan for salvation?
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Let's face the challenging truth: many of us struggle against daily temptation.
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Could it be that the warnings in Scripture are essential for triumph over sin? Is there genuine peril
in disregarding these cautionary signs? How many of us are speeding down the road, neglecting
the flashing red lights and traffic signs that point to destruction? Let's explore one of these
passages to understand the dynamics of temptation.
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l. The true intent of temptation — verses 4~5
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In Judges 16, the well-known narrative of Samson and Delilah illustrates how temptation flourishes
among those who ignore warnings:
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Judges 16:4~5 - 4 Some time later, he [Samson] fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek
whose name was Delilah. ® The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can

lure him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we
may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver.”
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From the outset, the narrator discloses the outcome of this way. Delilah, the temptress, has been
employed by God's adversaries to lead Samson to his demise. Sin is determined to commit
premeditated murder. It is lethal. Ignoring God's warnings blinds us to imminent danger.
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Il. Dangerous liaisons — verses 6~10
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Delilah ensnares Samson like a prized fish. Moreover, Samson appears to relish the struggle. He
nibbles at the bait without sensing the sharp hook:
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Judges 16:6~7 - ® So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the secret of your great strength and how
you can be tied up and subdued.” " Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with seven fresh
bowstrings that have not been dried, I'll become as weak as any other man.”
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Samson is entangled with temptation. He flirts with it. Finding delight in fleeting pleasure, he plays
with danger:
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Judges 16:8~9 - 8 Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had
not been dried, and she tied him with them. ® With men hidden in the room, she called to him,
“Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” But he snapped the bowstrings as easily as a piece of
string snaps when it comes close to a flame. So the secret of his strength was not discovered.
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It's easy to be astonished by Samson's foolishness, but how often do we behave similarly? We
convince ourselves that we can engage in sin casually and emerge unharmed, thinking, "l am
strong enough. | know my limits." At this point, Samson doesn't fully surrender to temptation —
just enough to enjoy himself. Temptation has a way of lowering our guard through a false sense of
security. He survives this time.
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John Piper (Pastor & theologian) says that sin (lust for example) "gets its power by persuading me
to believe that | will be more happy if | follow it. The power of all temptation is the prospect that it
will make me happier.”
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Next, Delilah demands more: “You have made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, tell me
how you can be tied” (Judges 16:10). Two more times, Samson flirts with temptation, allowing
himself to be bound in various ways, and breaks free. He convinces himself, "I'm strong enough.
This sin isn't that dangerous. I'll be fine. | can stop whenever | want to. I'm in control."
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Meanwhile, alarm bells are ringing! It's evident to everyone involved that Delilah is leading
Samson towards death. However, as she becomes more brazen in her attempts on his life,
Samson covers his ears tighter against the sirens. Each time, he gives in more, moving closer to
destruction.
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Proverbs 6:27 - Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned?

BE 6F27H—27 ANIRESEZAHIINHERAAT. TOBEYMNBEITLELIZS S,

lll. Sin’s aim is to penetrate the heart — verses 15~17, 20
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In her final plea, Delilah aims for the fatal blow. She goes for his heart:
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Judges 16:15~17 - 1 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,” when you won'’t confide
in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven'’t told me the secret of your
great strength.” 18 With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death of
it. 17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because |
have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my
strength would leave me, and | would become as weak as any other man.”
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Did Samson ever envision that a journey that began with enjoyment and exhilaration would
culminate in forsaking his vow to the Lord for a Philistine mistress? The mighty Samson gives his
heart to a woman intent on his destruction. Temptation wears him down gradually. Each time he
is bound, he has a chance to turn back, renounce Delilah, repent of his sin, and return to the Lord.
Yet, he ignores all the warnings.
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Samson reveals his Nazarite vow and uncut hair to Delilah. He lies down in the lap of sin, oblivious
to the peril as his locks are shorn. This is what unfolds:
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Judges 16:20 - Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep
and thought, “I'll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had
left him.
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This is one of the most sorrowful statements in the entire Bible: "But he did not know that the
Lord had left him." Samson took the Spirit for granted, seared his conscience, and was so
blinded by his sin that he couldn't perceive the Lord's absence.
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All the way down the path of wickedness, he assumed the Lord was by his side. However, his

heart became calloused and hardened against the Lord's warnings; he felt no difference when the
Lord quietly departed.
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IV. The outcomes of sin are a method of God’s grace — verse 22
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Judges 16:21 - Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to
Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison.
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Do you recall the warning in the Sermon on the Mount? Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
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Matthew 5:29 — “If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.”

YS{DESE 5F298-29 L. AOEN, HHELEIETHEEAD. X CYHLT,
RTTLELGEL, AOEO—HEXRTH, HEERETAFISRFRAFADLYIE, S0
M TT,

Samson's story teaches us this: if you won't “‘gouge out your own eye”, God will do it for you — for
the sake of your soul.
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If you persist in that pornography habit, you may lose your marriage. If you continue to defraud
your company, you may lose your job. Headlong into drunkenness, and you may lose everything.
Sin has repercussions. Always.
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Eyes will be gouged out, one way or another. If God's children ignore the warning signs, God's
warnings must become louder and clearer. In Judges, Samson's eyes lead him into temptation
repeatedly. It's no coincidence that God's discipline targets the root of his sin.
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V. Why does God caution us? — verse 22
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Here's the good news: God's discipline aims to rescue us from eternal destruction. God took
Samson's eyes so that he wouldn't lose his soul. The narrative concludes with hope:
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Judges 16:22 - But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.
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When Samson was blinded, he saw most clearly. No longer misled by temptation, Samson could
follow the Lord. God's discipline is not pleasant, especially when you deliberately ignore warnings
— warnings meant to prevent you from destruction and death. Do not assume you can continue
down the path of temptation without consequences. The eye will be gouged out one way or
another. Either you do it or God will do it for you in His grace, or you can face severe
consequences.
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Brothers and sisters, "as long as it is called ‘today,’ [ensure] that none of you may be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin!" (Hebrews 3:13, NIV)

RBMEDESA, [TE&51 EELATVWSEIC, BRKEWIBMELES T, FhiFEICRE
HEINTHELBITBELBEVESITLESL, | & ATILAANOFHR 3FE1 IHITEFEMIN
TWFEY,

Conclusion/Application

In conclusion, the cautionary tale of Samson and Delilah serves as a poignant reminder of the
dangers inherent in flirting with temptation and ignoring God's warnings. The subtle allure of sin,
when repeatedly entertained, can lead us down a path where we risk losing not only our temporal
blessings but, more importantly, grieve the Holy Spirit and undermine our relationship with Him.
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Isaiah 63:10 - Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and became their enemy
and he himself fought against them.
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Ephesians 4:30 - And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption.
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As we navigate the complexities of life, it is crucial to recognize that God's warnings in Scripture
are not mere restrictions but essential safeguards for our spiritual well-being. The consequences
of sin are not arbitrary punishments but a means of God's grace, designed to rescue us from the
clutches of destruction. Samson's story vividly illustrates that, even in our folly, God remains
committed to our redemption.
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The life application is clear: let us heed the warnings in God's Word with humility and reverence. In
the face of persistent temptations, may we not succumb to the false sense of invincibility but,
instead, respond with vigilance and repentance. Like Samson, we must be willing to acknowledge
our vulnerabilities, lest we find ourselves blinded to the departure of God's presence.
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Therefore, brothers and sisters, as we journey through the challenges of today, let us not be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. Embrace the discipline of the Lord, for it is a pathway to
renewal and restoration. In doing so, we can find hope in the promise that, just as Samson's hair
began to grow again, our lives too can experience rejuvenation and a renewed connection with
our gracious and forgiving God.
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