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Colossians 1:3-14
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tOkpntQtBM (00.1~1.10)

Is it okay to want more?
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Is it okay to want more if you are in need?

Is it okay to want more if everyone else has more?

Is wanting more part of the 1980s ‘greed is good’ mentality?

Is wanting to receive more blessings from God just a Christianised version of the same?
(This week’s church mail “We have got so commercialised that we only go to God for
something from Him, and not for Himself.”)
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Today we’re going to look at desiring, having, rejecting and using more through Paul’s
letter to the Colossians (1:3-14)
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NIV notes: “The Colossians were mostly Gentiles, but they were adding extra rules and
false teachings to the faith. Some of them were priding themselves on having visions and
getting secret special knowledge.” In other words, they wanted more and they were trying
to manipulate God to get it.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tOkpntQtBM
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But Paul begins with a word of encouragement:
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3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for

you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all
God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in

heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that
has come to you.
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This is not flattery. Paul is genuine in his praise of the Colossians. They are his true
brothers and sisters in Christ. And he is speaking from his heart to a people who have
received - or at least are open to receiving - the gospel of Jesus.
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With the benefit of hindsight (or reading ahead), we know that there are some gentle
words of rebuke and discipline to come, but Paul’s kind words here are not to be seen as
some kind of softening up before the hammer falls, but rather as a genuine desire to speak
in context. These really are people who have faith in Christ, who love God’s people and
who hold on to a true hope for heaven.

B“THRLNDHEZEH TN (HDWIXEETDIE) . L ELEL LOOTE
REENE ZENHNV ETHN, ZZ2TOXRTaDELWSEL, FLuWibkEFEDO N~
—RTFTENDHNC, KEBLEMOIT LY L LTRENTVD DO TERL, e LARE
BEZTEEA D LT MRV E L TRONDIRETT, HOHIFIAYGICFY XA FEEL
L HOREEL, RE~OBEOHFLEZLNTWND AL 72DOTT,

We can learn from this as we live and serve together. (Show clip). We could all do with a
little more encouragement. Always start conversations with a word of encouragement,
regardless of what is to follow. All our words to each other should be edifying, building
each other up.
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6 In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—
just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s
grace.
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MIC is a modest sized church in a typical part of northern Osaka consisting of regular
people perhaps with modest intentions. It might feel at times like MIC has a limited impact
on the community around it, and much less impact in the broader world.
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Don’t underestimate the work that God has already begun and is doing in you. This
requires patience and understanding. Here in this church, lives are being changed. Souls
are being saved. People come in and out of this church from all over the world. And
wherever they go they take a part of this church and the gospel of Jesus with them.
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Think of Edward Kimble and the Mount Vernon Congregational Church. Few people know
who he is or much about the church he belonged to. But he was the Sunday School
teacher who led Dwight L. Moody to Christ. Dwight L. Moody led hundreds of thousands to
Christ including Mordecai Ham and Billy Graham who in turn led millions to Christ. Edward
Kimble’s work might have seemed small at the time but what he did rippled around the
world.
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Think of Frank Jenner whose ministry in Sydney involved going up to people in the street
and asking ‘If you died tonight would you go to heaven or hell?’ His question was so
confronting that he led many who were leaders in their field to Christ who then went on to
lead thousands to Christ. Yet it wasn’t until he was on his death bed decades later (just
weeks before he passed away) that he ever heard of a single person coming to Christ
through his ministry. He had no idea. But the work he did ripples through eternity.
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Don’t underestimate the work that God has already begun and is doing in you.
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‘Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin.”
Zechariah 4:10 (NLT)
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So, rejoice in the fruit that you and this church are producing - both the fruit that you can
see and also the fruit that is unknown to you. This church is bearing wonderful fruit. |
praise God for this. | don’t say this to flatter you or because a hammer is about to fall (it's
not) but because | want you to be encouraged in the knowledge of what God is doing
among you.
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We should take heart in what God has done and is doing in and through us spiritually and
there is value in the contentment of knowing this, just as there is value in “learning the
secret of being content” (Philippians 4:12) in a physical sense.
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But there is a place - a need - to seek more. To desire more of God. This calling for more
of God is dripping from the pages of scripture. We are expected to grow more fruit of the
Spirit; to “eagerly desire [more] gifts” of the Spirit; to grow in knowledge and maturity; to
have a stronger faith, to excel in righteousness, and to have a more and more love for
others. And, if you're bold enough, to plunder hell (Bill Johnson) and advance the kingdom
of God here on earth. To have More!
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John the Baptist nailed it by saying this: “He must become more, | must become /ess.”
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It's too easy to be lulled into a sense of ‘well, this is it’, ‘this is all God has for me’ (and
perhaps, ‘this is all I have for God’). No! There is more. Much more. The question is, how
do we get it?
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The OT prophets Habakkuk and Haggai gave us more than a clue when they were writing
to the Israelites during the time of the exile.

HEEFRROHBEESE NI T ENTA1E, WONHNOR EZ2>TWNDHA AT )L AT
AT CEHELEEMAZBEL T, AEBbIZ< Dy 252 T TWET,

Lord, | have heard of your fame;

| stand in awe of your deeds, Lord.
Repeat them in our day,

in our time make them known;

in wrath remember mercy.
Habakkuk 3:2
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Habakkuk is desperate to have more of God for himself and for his people. Do you have
the same sense of desperate longing for more of God? Are you hungering and thirsting for
more of God’s presence and works in your life? | do. But at times it can seem like a distant
hope, or a distant memory, or something that is only for other people.
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Haggai identifies what might be getting in the way:
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“You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, |
blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a
ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house.” Haggai 1:9
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We need to be careful about taking a specific example in the Bible, especially in the old
testament, and making a direct parallel to our own lives. | don't believe this means we
have to turn this physical church into a palace or start erecting flashing neon signs.
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Now, in the Christian age, Paul says that our bodies (and minds) are temples of the Holy
Spirit. We need to treat our bodies as the holy vessels that they are. (That includes having
a healthy diet, by the way.) We can’t be crying out to God for blessing and healing and
revival if we are living with sexual sin, alcohol or substance abuse, or vanity - which defile
our bodies. Likewise we can’t be praying and seeking for miracles when our minds are set
on unforgiveness or greed or envy - which defile our hearts.
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It starts with humility. We must humble ourselves before God. We must repent of our sins -
and incline our hearts to hate sin. We must remember our first love - fall in love with God
all over again. We must give praise and thanks to God. This is not flattery to manipulate
God into action. It is merely a correct posture to come before God.
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Peter said on the day of Pentecost, “repent, be baptised into Christ, and receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.” This is God’s gracious work toward an undeserving people. These are His
sovereign acts that we are merely receiving; a beautiful and mysterious interaction
between our choice to follow and our hunger for more (on one hand), and God’s Sovereign
will to save and bless us (on the other). And so, by His grace, we have a relationship with
the eternal God.
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God speaks in specific ways through the prophet Haggai of the fruit of this relationship
between the Sovereign God and His humble but undeserving people:
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‘From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to
the day when the foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid. [This 17th day of March, 2024
when you (re)committed your lives to Christ.] Give careful thought: 19 Is there yet any
seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive
tree have not borne fruit.

“From this day on | will bless you.”

Haggai 2: 18,19
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It may or may not not look like much fruit is growing now but God promises blessing for
those who call on the name of Jesus; and He has determined the time and date for that
blessing to be released. Let’s ask that it would be today, the 17th March, 2024! May today
be the day that you rekindle your passion for God and God gives more of Himself to you.
We will pray for this in a minute.
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For now, let’s go back to Colossians 1 where Paul prays for more for the church in
Colossae.
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9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you [more] with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives,
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This is a prayer and desire for increased Maturity. It's good to seek more maturity in the
Spirit.
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10 so that you may live a life [more] worthy of the Lord and please him in every way:
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This is a call for increased Purity. Capture every thought and make it obedient to Christ.
It's good to seek a higher purity in our hearts, minds and bodies.
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This ‘pleasing the Lord’ must be central and is achieved in the following ways: By
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1. bearing [more] fruit in every good work,

2. growing [more] in the knowledge of God,

3. being strengthened [more] with all power [for] according to his glorious might so that
you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and
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This is the anticipation of greater Ability to know, be fruitful, to excel and endure. To be
clear, this is not about working harder. It's not about more work, it's about more godly
fruitfulness in the work that we do. It's good to please God more in these ways.
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12 giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share [more] in the
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.
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This is to delight in increased Unity. We are not merely holy individuals. We are collectively

a holy people and we function best and please God (and each other) the most when we
are serving with thanks together. It's good to have increased unity!
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13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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This is the call to a higher Praise. It's good to praise God more.
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Is it okay to want more?
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It certainly is if we’re building on a foundation of humility for more maturity, more purity,
more fruitfulness, more strength, more power, more giftedness, more unity, more joy and
more praise.
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Let’s pray for these things now, that today, the 17th March, 2024, would be a day where
we ‘rebuild the house of the Lord’ and more of God’s blessings are released. Ministry time.
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