MIC Worship Service — 2024.03.24
Title: "Finding Life in Surrender” — TEIFESTHIZWVOH % FLHT |
Text: John 12:20~27, NIV I /I OEHEE 12 3 20-27 i (Hrekak 2017)

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 2! They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see
Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2* Very truly | tell you, unless a
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds. %> Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep

it for eternal life. 2° Whoever serves me must follow me; and where | am, my servant also will be. My Father
will honor the one who serves me.

27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very
reason | came to this hour.
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Introduction

In the Bible text today, our Lord Jesus Christ speaks of the grain of wheat that must die to bear much fruit.
This passage not only holds deep theological significance but also offers practical wisdom for our daily lives
as followers of Christ.
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To fully appreciate the depth of Jesus’ words, it's essential to understand the context. At this point in
John's Gospel, Jesus is nearing the climax of His earthly ministry. The Passover feast is approaching, and
Jerusalem is abuzz with anticipation. People from all over have gathered for this sacred event. Among
them are some Greeks who come seeking Jesus. Their presence symbolizes the widening scope of Jesus’
ministry, reaching beyond the boundaries of Israel to encompass the Gentiles.
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l. Jesus knew that His hour has come — verses 20~23, 27
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20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 22 They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” % Philip
went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. %2 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son
of Man to be glorified.

27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall | say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this
very reason | came to this hour.
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In verse 20, these Greeks approach Philip, expressing their desire to see Jesus. Philip, in turn, consults with
Andrew, and together they bring the request to Jesus. This seemingly simple request serves as a precursor
to the profound truth Jesus is about to reveal.
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Jesus responds by speaking about the hour that has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. He uses the
metaphor of a grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying to bear much fruit (verse 24). This image
carries deep spiritual significance, pointing to Jesus' impending death and resurrection, which will bring
about abundant life for all who believe.
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1. Every Jesus follower’s life is entwined with His — verses 24~26
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24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.
But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 2° Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their
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life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 2° Whoever serves me must follow me; and where | am, my
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
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This imagery of our life entwined with Jesus’ and His death leading to life echoes throughout Scripture.
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Romans 6:5 (The Living Bible/TLB) - For you have become a part of him, and so you died with him, so to
speak, when he died; and now you share his new life and shall rise as he did.
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Galatians 2:20 (TLB) - / have been crucified with Christ: and | myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
And the real life | now have within this body is a result of my trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider the life cycle of a seed. It must be buried in the ground, seemingly dead and
dormant, before it can sprout forth new life. In the same way, Jesus had to undergo the agony of the Cross
before the glory of His resurrection could be revealed. Just as the seed's death is necessary for its
transformation into a fruitful plant, so too is Christ's sacrificial death necessary for our salvation and
abundant life.
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lll. Surrender everything to Jesus
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What does this mean for us as disciples of Christ? It means embracing the paradox of dying to self in order
to truly live. Jesus calls us to surrender our own desires, ambitions, and plans at the foot of the Cross. Only
then can we experience the fullness of life that He offers. Sadly, many people consider their selfish
aspirations more precious than the abundant life that Christ offers.
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Here are some signs that may indicate our affection for ease and comfort exceeds our devotion to Jesus:
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A. Referees on the sidelines. When comfort becomes our priority, we may find ourselves transitioning
from active participants in God's work to mere critics, scrutinizing every action of others. But remember, as
Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 12:27, we are all parts of the body of Christ, each with a vital role to play.
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1 Corinthians 12:27 (TLB) — “Now here is what | am trying to say: All of you together are the one body of
Christ, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it.”
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B. Silent witnesses. When comfort reigns supreme, our conversations may lack the presence of God. Yet,
as commanded in Colossians 4:6, let our speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that we may
know how to answer each person.
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Colossians 4:6 (New Life Version) - Speak with them in such a way they will want to listen to you. Do not let
your talk sound foolish. Know how to give the right answer to anyone.
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C. Limiting God. Do we confine God to our comfort zones, hesitant to acknowledge His omnipotence?
Remember the words of Isaiah 55:8~9, for His ways are higher than our ways, and His thoughts than our
thoughts.
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Isaiah 55:8~9 (TLB) - This plan of mine is not what you would work out, neither are my thoughts the same
as yours! ? For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than yours, and my
thoughts than yours.
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D. Compromised morality. Just as the Israelites faltered in their devotion when comfort overtook them, so
too may we find ourselves compromising our morals. Let us hold fast to the standard of holiness set before
us, as stated in 1 Peter 1:16.

BRI L TR BT D, A ATTILORMEESICAT T 220672k 912, Fi=2b b
IR L TCEHLTCLEY Db LNER A, “TuDFR E-1ZI6HICHD Lo, A
LORNORENTFE IO ELRIFVEL L 9,

1 Peter 1:16 (TLB) — He [God] himself has said, “You must be holy, for | am holy.”
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E. Legalistic Christianity. Are we reducing Christian living to a mere list of prohibitions, neglecting the call
to love and serve others? Recall the words of James 2:17, that faith without works is dead.
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James 2:17 (TLB) - So you see, it isn’t enough just to have faith. You must also do good to prove that you
have it. Faith that doesn’t show itself by good works is no faith at all—it is dead and useless.
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Brothers and sisters, the call to die to self is not easy. It requires us to let go of our pride, selfishness, and
fear of losing control. Yet, as Jesus assures us in John 12:25, "Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” True fulfillment and joy are found not in pursuing
our own desires and comfort, but in surrendering to God's will and following Jesus wholeheartedly.
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But how does that look like? It means ...
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1. Embracing sacrifice. Just as Jesus willingly laid down His life for us, we are called to sacrifice our desires,
ambitions, and comforts for the sake of others. This might mean sacrificing our time, resources, or even
our pride to serve those in need.

1. BEE2ZTANDS, f AN EOEDIHEATIHSOWOLZETLNZ L HIT, FA7
HHME DT DIZH S OREL, B, Rl S ZBEICT 2 oS TnES, 2k, B0
REFECETR, HOWET T4 REZBEBIICL T, o TV A AL It 52 L2 EWT 52000
LvERA,

2. Living for eternity. Jesus challenges us to shift our focus from temporary pleasures to eternal values.
The world offers fleeting pleasures, but true fulfillment is found in aligning our lives with God’s purposes.
When we prioritize His kingdom, we find lasting significance and joy.
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3. Facing trials with hope. Just as Jesus faced the Cross with courage, we too can endure trials knowing
that God works all things together for our good (Romans 8:28). Even in the darkest moments, we can cling
to the hope of resurrection and the promise of new life.
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4. Sharing the Gospel. Like the Greeks who sought Jesus, we are called to share the good news of salvation
with all people, regardless of their background or ethnicity. Our mission is to spread the message of
Christ’s love and redemption to the ends of the earth.
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Conclusion/Application

As we continue to reflect on Jesus' words in John 12:20~27, may we be challenged to examine our own
hearts and lives. Are we clinging to our own ambitions, desires and comfort, or are we willing to surrender
all to follow Christ? Let us take up our cross daily, knowing that in losing our lives for His sake, we will find
true life and eternal glory.
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Brethren, let us not succumb to the temptations of comfortable Christianity. Instead, let us take up our
cross daily, following Jesus with unwavering devotion, even when it leads us out of our comfort zones. May
we be known not for our comfort but for our radical love and commitment to our Lord and Savior. Don’t
forget that God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him.
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May the Holy Spirit empower us so that we may experience the fullness of life that Christ offers. Amen.
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