MIC Worship Service — 2024.03.31
Title: "Easter's Transformative Message"
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Text: John 20:1~10, NIV

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that
the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know
where they have put him!”

3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. ® He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not
go in. ¢ Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen
lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its
place, separate from the linen. & Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside.
He saw and believed. ° (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the

dead.) 1% Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
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Introduction

As we examine this passage, I'd like to dedicate the next few minutes to emphasize a single point. Should
you depart this morning with nothing else retained from my words, | urge you to understand this: Easter
has the power to transform the lives of improbable and peculiar people who fail to comprehend its
significance. Let me elaborate further.
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I. For unconventional and peculiar individuals
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In the passage we’ve read, we encounter three (3) primary characters: Mary, Peter and John. What
captivates me about these characters is their remarkable unlikelihood and distinct characteristics. They do
not fit the mold of traditional heroic figures; rather, they exude authenticity.
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A. Mary Magdalene, holds the distinction of being the first to witness the empty tomb, thus becoming the
inaugural witness to the events of that Easter morning. She stands out as the most improbable candidate
for several reasons.
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1. Firstly, she is a woman, a demographic whose testimony was typically disregarded during that era. In the
societal context of Israel, a woman's testimony held no legal weight in a court of law; it was deemed
inadmissible and inconsequential. Yet, in John 20, it is precisely a woman who is entrusted with the pivotal
testimony of what transpired.
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2. Furthermore, another aspect renders Mary Magdalene even more improbable as a witness. In passages
like Luke 8 and Mark 16, we glean additional insights into her background. Luke 8:2 identifies her as "Mary,
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had come out." Though details about her past remain
scarce, this revelation suggests a troubled history. Philip Yancey reflects on the stark disparity between
Jesus' treatment of moral failings and that of His followers:
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“Jesus appointed the Samaritan woman as his first missionary. He defended the woman who
anointed him with expensive perfume: “Wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world,
what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” And Mary Magdalene, she of the seven
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demons, he honored as the very first witness of the Resurrection—a testimony at first discounted by
his more prestigious followers. Where we shame, he elevates.”
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So, Mary emerges as the unexpected figure, but then we encounter two (2) more peculiar characters.
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B. Peter. In verses 4~10, there's a somewhat amusing portrayal of two disciples who hear about the empty
tomb and set out to investigate. One of them is Peter, whose impulsive nature is evident throughout the
gospels. He's always the first to speak, even when it might not be wise. In this passage, we find him
hurrying to the tomb, not as swift as the other disciple, but once he catches up, he doesn't hesitate to
enter and examine.
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C. John. Then there's the other disciple, likely John, the author of this book, who arrives first but hesitates
to enter, as any person might before an open grave.
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APPLICATION: This paints a picture of individuals who are completely unexpected and somewhat eccentric.
The message of Easter is that it's meant for regular people in all our normalcy and peculiarities. It's not
reserved for flawless and heroic individuals. It's for people like Mary Magdalene, John, Peter, and people
like you and me. Easter celebrates the unlikely and odd. As 1 Corinthians 1:27 states, "But God chose the
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong." But there's more to them than just being unlikely and peculiar.
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Il. For those who fail to understand
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They're more than just peculiar; they also fail to comprehend. This is reassuring for those of us who
likewise struggle to grasp it. Throughout His ministry, Jesus had foretold His death and what would follow.
He prophesied His resurrection from the dead, as we find in John 2: “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it
again in three days.” Yet, if the disciples had truly understood, they would have anticipated His
resurrection. However, they didn't grasp it. They failed to understand.
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John subtly underscores this point in his introduction to this chapter: "Now on the first day of the week..."
Not “on the third day..." which would imply anticipation of His resurrection. No, it's the first day of the
week. They arrived not expecting anything beyond finding a lifeless body. They simply failed to
comprehend.
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This is evident in their confusion, initially suspecting grave robbery. Such an assumption wouldn't have
been entirely unexpected, considering the prevalence of grave robbery, which even led Emperor Claudius
to impose capital punishment for such offenses. Yet, verse 9 makes it clear: "They still did not understand
from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead."
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This is comforting for me. Have you ever watched a movie so perplexing that you couldn't make sense of
it? You end up asking others numerous questions or searching online afterward to understand what
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transpired. I've watched plenty of films that seemed brilliant yet left me utterly perplexed. It was the same
during my school days. Some subjects clicked effortlessly, while others remained elusive, no matter how
hard | tried.
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Turns out, Easter is for those of us who just can't grasp it. In Luke 24, Jesus addressed a couple of
individuals who should have comprehended Easter but failed to do so: “How foolish you are, and how
slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25). Easter isn't reserved for the spiritually
enlightened. The Gospel of John suggests it's for those who fail to understand -- people like you and me.
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| want you to remember just one thing this morning. Let's recap what we've covered so far and then
proceed to the next foundational element.
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lll. They experience Easter and undergo lasting change
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We've already addressed the initial aspects: that this narrative involves improbable and eccentric
individuals who fail to comprehend. Now, let's explore the subsequent aspect: they encounter Easter and
undergo profound transformation.
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Here’s a crucial observation when examining the biblical accounts of Easter. A biblical scholar highlights a
recurring pattern in all the resurrection narratives:
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1. The recipients of the appearance are enveloped in a human emotion (Mary, grief; the disciples,
fear; and Thomas, doubt).

2. The risen Christ appears to them amidst their emotional state.

3. Consequently, their emotional state is changed.

LHBEZII AL IFABNLRRBICTEIND (XUT 1 ELAR BFLb BN, bY
R LR

2.1ELIF YR ME, HOoDRBIEOHRICEHEND,

3. ZDIER. o DRIFEOKRENZEIT 5,

Though we won't delve into the entirety of chapter 20 at this moment, this pattern manifests precisely
here. These witnesses stumble upon an empty tomb. They're perplexed, unable to rationalize what they
find. Notably, they observe something inexplicable. Consider verses 6~7:
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John 20:6~7 - "6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the
strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was
still lying in its place, separate from the linen."
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Explaining an empty tomb is straightforward: grave robbers. If that were the extent of the events, Easter
wouldn't be cause for celebration. However, Mary Magdalene, Peter, and John didn't simply stumble upon
an empty tomb; they discovered the linen cloths used to shroud Jesus' body in burial. In John 11, during
the resurrection of Lazarus, we read, "The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.”"
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However, this wasn't the case with Jesus. No one needed to remove His burial garments. It appears He
passed through them with His resurrected body, as He later appeared in a locked room in verse 19.



Furthermore, the face cloth, previously on Jesus' head, was neatly folded. It seems Jesus had taken it off
and folded it, implying, "I won't be needing this anymore."
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While an empty tomb can be explained, it's much harder to rationalize discarded graveclothes. Even more
perplexing is Jesus' appearance to the other disciples in the subsequent events of this chapter. Yet, even in
verse 8, we perceive the onset of a transformative shift: “Then the other disciple, who had reached the
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed." What they encountered on Easter morning changed
them, irrevocably and forever.
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Three undeniable facts concerning the resurrection find consensus even among critical scholars:
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1. The discovery of Jesus' empty tomb by a group of women on the Sunday following His crucifixion.

2. The disciples' authentic encounters with someone they believed to be the resurrected Christ.

3. The establishment and growth of the Christian church as a result of the disciples' preaching, centered on
the resurrection.
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In essence, learned people acknowledge that the disciples experienced something at Easter that
profoundly transformed them. These three (3) elements—the empty tomb, encounters with the risen
Christ, and the disciples' newfound courage—compose an irrefutable evidence. Matt Perman elaborates:
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"Virtually all scholars who deal with the resurrection, whatever their school of thought, assent to
these three truths. We will see that the resurrection of Christ is the best explanation for each of
them individually. But then we will see, even more significantly, that when these facts are taken
together we have an even more powerful case for the resurrection—because the skeptic will not have
to explain away just one historical fact, but three. These three truths create a strongly woven, three
chord rope that cannot be broken."

[ TIEE] OZELZRHIIFEAETARNTOFEIL, TOFRNMATHN, ZD3DDEIE
ICOWTCREBELTWS, FURMDEFZZHN., TNZTNOEBZERICEHRAL > 2RE
DHETHDIED DD, SHITIEE. B2 bEERILELT, INLDEEEZHBET
e, EEDESITEABHUNAEOSNDIENS eI ZDTHD, b LINICESE
B AR WS, ZDOAFEEHNERICONT, 1 2TIEARL, 32TXRTICHL THE
iR %x LRITniEa s ihdihsd, ZO3DDEXEF. MHbUI2ZEDTEARL, 587
ICIRENTZ3ERDTAVY—0O—=TDLS ICEALKBET DLW TWEDTH B, |

Occasionally, events occur that are so profound they alter the course of everything. Easter epitomizes such
an occurrence. Its impact has enduring effects persisting even now. As Ralph Stockman reflects:
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"Something happened on Easter Day which made Christ more alive on the streets of Jerusalem forty
days after His crucifixion than on the day of His Triumphal Entry. A false report might last forty days
but the church which was founded on a Risen Christ has lasted for many centuries, producing
generations of the race’s finest characters."
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Let me reiterate. Unlikely and peculiar individuals, who fail to grasp its significance, encounter Easter and
undergo profound transformation, are an essential message to take away today. We witness this dynamic
in the passage at hand, but its impact persists into the present day.
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Conclusion/Application

Let's consider these three (3) key points:
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1. If you find yourself among the unlikely or peculiar, there's a reason you're here. Jesus tends to gravitate
towards those who defy expectations. The essence of Easter is that it welcomes individuals like you. You
don't need to exhibit heroism or spiritual prowess. God selects the most unexpected candidates, those
whom society might overlook.
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2. If you find yourself struggling to comprehend, you're still embraced. It's striking that nobody awaited
Jesus' resurrection at the tomb, not even the women who witnessed His crucifixion and were the first to
visit the tomb. // It brings to mind my experiences in studying languages. | never quite learned to speak or
write Japanese. Eventually, | had to accept my limitations. Easter extends its embrace to people in similar
situations. It's not reserved for those naturally inclined toward spirituality; in fact, nobody truly fits that
mold. Easter welcomes those of us who grapple with understanding, who may feel like spiritual
underachievers. It's for individuals like you and me.
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3. Easter has the power to effect profound change. Throughout history, it has transformed countless lives.
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ILLUSTRATION: Allow me to share a poignant anecdote about a young boy named, Philip, who was born
with Down syndrome. Despite facing challenges and often feeling excluded, Philip faithfully attended
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Sunday school. One Sunday after Easter, his teacher devised a special activity using large plastic eggs. Each
child was tasked with finding a symbol of new life outdoors, placing it in their egg, and sharing it with the
class. As the children eagerly returned with their finds, Philip's egg remained empty. When questioned,
Philip declared, "It's empty. The tomb is empty!" His profound insight left the class in stunned silence. Even
after Philip's passing, his classmates remembered the empty egg and its powerful message at his funeral.
Nine eight-year-olds, led by their teacher, solemnly placed an empty egg on the altar, symbolizing the
profound truth of Easter: that even in emptiness, there is hope and new life.

I ETEENTZ 74 ) v TEVWDDFEORENGRFEZBNIETLIZE 0N, E%KEE
L. BARZIEC ZE6EZ D>l hhbod, 74Uy 7IERERICHEERIBEWE L7,
A1 —=XZ—DBOHHAER. TEIKELRTIAF Yy 7 ONEFES TR ENZEZRL F L
Tco FEBLBEEINEN, BEATHLLGOY VRALEIEL, RO FRICAN, 1
) ZATHBETZ2EVIRENREINE LT, FELLBEAZFRITLSTREDITLLDZFR-
TR->TK2DIZ, 74Uy 7OIRIZEDEFETLE, EfINEZT74 ) v 7IxE - Y EFW
L7 [ZolFTk, BEIEZESITHRAL ] o HOFRWRARIC, 77 XIFEARE L TLEL
FLl7ze 74Uy THTELK B0/ TH, 77 AL PMIHDOEFETEDINE ZDAEWNA v L
—VHEBUOHLE L, HEICEIRIN/ZIADSEEN., ZOIEFENICREBICEET X LT,
ZOHRE, ZEOFRICIZAFLEFLL@AHDEWVWI A —XAX—DFRBEEORED L 5
TL 7=,

In summary, Easter welcomes and transforms unlikely and peculiar individuals, like Philip, and individuals
like you and me.
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