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Introduction
Dear Brethren, should we endeavor to capture the very heart of the gospel in a single

sentence, it would unmistakably echo the sentiments expressed by the apostle Paul in 1

Corinthians 15:3~5. Paul powerfully declares that the gospel revolves around the profound

truth that "Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
and then to the Twelve." This encapsulates the heart of our faith—the life, death, burial, and

resurrection of Jesus Christ, all in fulfillment of Scripture.
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However, as we delve deeper into the mystery of Christ's resurrection, we encounter a
perplexing dilemma. While it is relatively simple to find passages in the Old Testament (OT)
prophesying about the suffering and death of Christ (for example, Psalm 22, Isaiah 53, and
Zechariah 12:10~14), the resurrection poses a different challenge. Where in the Hebrew

Scriptures do we find a clear prediction of Jesus being raised on the third day?
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I The Mystery Unveiled: Discovering the Pattern of Resurrection
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Even with diligent study, we may find ourselves at a loss. Modern Bible features, often
brimming with cross references and marginal notes, offer little insight into OT passages
directly prophesying Christ's resurrection on the third day. Yet, this absence does not imply
that the concept of resurrection on the third day is absent from Scripture. Quite the contrary—

it permeates throughout the pages of God's Word.
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A. The narrative of life rising from the ground on the third day finds its inception in
the book of Genesis. On that third day of creation, God commands the land to bring
forth vegetation and fruit-bearing trees, each carrying seed according to its kind—a

pattern of life begetting life.
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Genesis 1:11~13 - ¥ Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants

and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it

was so. ¥ The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and
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trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. > And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
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This pattern continues throughout Scripture.
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B. Isaac. Isaac, the son of Abraham was destined for death as a sacrifice on Mount
Moriah, is figuratively raised on the third day (Gen. 22:1~14).
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Genesis 22:2 - Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—I/saac—and go

to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain | will show

”

you.
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Genesis 22:4~5 - * On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the
distance. ®He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over

there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”
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Genesis 22:10~12 - ¥ Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. ' But

the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here | am,” he

replied. 2 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now | know

that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”
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Later in the New Testament (NT), the book of Hebrews explains Abraham’s actions and faith

in this way:
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Hebrews 11:19 - Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner

of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.
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In short, The Lord spared Isaac from being sacrificed on Mount Moriah on the third day!
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C. King Hezekiah received a reprieve from deathly illness.
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2 Kings 20:5 - “Go back and tell Hezekiah, the ruler of my people, ‘This is what the Lord, the
God of your father David, says: | have heard your prayer and seen your tears, | will heal you.

On the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the Lord.”
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D. The Prophet Jonah. In his attempt to avoid God’s command for him to warn the people of
Nineveh of God's impending judgement, he boarded a ship that would take him to Tarshish---.
What happens next is like a scene in a blockbuster movie.
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Jonah 1:4~7 - *Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose
that the ship threatened to break up. ®All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own
god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck,
where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. ® The captain went to him and said, “How can
you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us so that we will not
perish.” Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is

responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.
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Jonah 1:11~12 - 1 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should

we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” ¥ “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,”
he replied, “and it will become calm. | know that it is my fault that this great storm has come

upon you.”
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Jonah 1:17 - Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly

of the fish three days and three nights.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ referenced Jonah in His response to the religious leaders who asked for

a sign concerning His credential as One who is from God, the Messiah Himself.
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Matthew 12:38~41 - 3 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,

“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”

¥ He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. *° For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth. * The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and

condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than

Jonah is here.”
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Jonah emerged from the belly of the great fish after three days. Jesus also emerged from the

grave for He resurrected after three days.
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E. Joseph the Dreamer’s Brothers. Joseph's brothers, facing the threat of death, find

deliverance on the third day.
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Genesis 42:18 - On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for | fear
God”
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F. The Israelites on their way to promised land. The parched Israelites, desperate for water

in the wilderness, discover it on the third day.
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Exodus 15:22~25 - 2Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of
Shur. For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. 2 When they came to

Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called
Marah.) #So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”? Then
Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the

water, and the water became fit to drink. There the Lord issued a ruling and instruction for

them and put them to the test.
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This event culminated in the anticipation of God's descent upon Mount Sinai on the third day.
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Exodus 19:11 - and be readly by the third day, because on that day the Lord will come

down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.
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G. Queen Esther. Queen Esther, together with her people facing a decree of death,
approaches the presence of the Persian king on the third day, receives his favor, and
becomes the instrument of deliverance, leading her nation from the brink of death to renewed
life.
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Esther 5:1 - On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the

palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the

entrance.
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This is the history of Purim, a Jewish holiday that commemorates the saving of the Jewish

people from annihilation at the hands of an official of the Achaemenid Empire named Haman
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Il. The Prophetic Echo: Hosea's Promise of Restoration
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When Hosea prophesies about /srael’s restoration on the third day, he echoes this

established theme. Hosea's words affirm God's promise to revive and restore His people after

two days, bringing them into His presence on the third day.
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Hosea 6:1~2 - “Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us;
he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. ? After two days he will revive us; on the

third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.
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Ill. The Culmination: Christ's Resurrection and its Fulfillment
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On Resurrection (Easter) Sunday, the miraculous unfolded precisely as foretold. Christ did not

merely rise from the dead; He triumphantly emerged on the third day, in perfect alignment

with the Scriptures. He stands as the fruitful tree, bearing the promise of new life in
accordance with His divine nature. He, the beloved and unique Son, ordained for death,
returned to His Father in radiant life, revealing the profound depth of the Father's boundless
love. Like Jonah, He emerged from the depths after three days, heralding forgiveness to all
nations. Similarly, akin to Esther, He intervened in the heavenly court, securing favor from the
King, overturning the fate of His people, vanquishing their adversaries, and granting them

eternal rest.
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Conclusion/Application

Just as Hosea prophesied, God has restored us on the third day, inviting us into His presence.
Therefore, let us embrace this reality, living in the assurance of Christ's resurrection power. As
Christ has risen, so may we rise from the depths of sin and despair, experiencing the fullness

of life in His presence.
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Let us heed the call to return to the Lord, for He has torn us but will heal us; He has injured us
but will bind up our wounds. Let us live as people restored by the resurrection power of our

Lord Jesus Christ, for in Him, we find true life and everlasting hope. Amen.
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