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Introduction

Dear Brethren, today we gather to explore Acts 4:1~21, a passage that vividly displays the resurrection
power of Jesus at work in the lives of His followers. As we journey through this text, we'll witness how the
resurrection empowers us to live lives of bold faith, unyielding in the face of opposition.
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I Contextual Background
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Before we delve into the heart of the passage, let's ground ourselves in its context. Peter and John, filled
with the resurrection power of Jesus, had just performed a miraculous healing of a lame beggar (Acts
3:1~10) at the temple gate. This act drew attention, not only to the physical healing but also to the spiritual
transformation that Jesus brings.
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l. The Power of Bold Witness - Acts 4:1~12
II. KIEARFEDS - FEREOBZ4EI-12H

1The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they
were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people,
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was
evening, they put them in jail until the next day. # But many who heard the message believed; so the
number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.

5The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. ¢ Annas the high priest
was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter
and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do
th_iS?”

8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! ° If we are being
called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he
was healed, 19then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you
healed. 1* Jesus is “the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ *? Salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be
saved.”
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Peter, emboldened by the resurrection power within him, fearlessly proclaims the Gospel, even in the face
of opposition.
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The same power that raised Jesus from the dead now resides in us, enabling us to boldly witness to His
transformative love and grace.
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Romans 8:11 - And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.

0—< A~DOFHE 8 & 11 i

A T REIEE D6 S 2P 2 &V TE T DMIED, DRIEDTED D HICHEA TELASERE, F
YR PNEIEEDHE LRPZ HETETIL, BRED/ED D BICIHEA TELAS T H I DHIZEIZ
LT, BRFEDBEDIELDRENPE DL TS ESNET,

Just as the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead, He also gives life to our mortal bodies.
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APPLICATION: Are we tapping into the resurrection power of Jesus to boldly share His message of
redemption and hope, regardless of the consequences?
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1l The Unshakable Foundation of Faith in Christ - Acts 4:13~17
III. FURM~DEMOEBEELRVLE - FEREOBX 4FE 13-17 &

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they
could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. > So
they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 1¢ “What are we going to
do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable

sign, and we cannot deny it. 1 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must
warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”
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Despite their lack of formal training, Peter and John astound the religious leaders with their boldness and
wisdom, evidence of the resurrection power at work within them.
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Just as the resurrection transformed the lives of Peter and John, it also empowers us to live as faithful
witnesses, rooted in the unshakable foundation of faith in Christ.
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Ephesians 1:19~20 — % and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the
mighty strength ?° he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms
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The same power that raised Christ from the dead is at work within believers.
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APPLICATION: Are we allowing the resurrection power of Jesus to infuse every aspect of our lives, enabling
us to stand firm in our faith and convictions?
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V. The Unyielding Resolve to Obey God Rather Than Man - Acts 4:18~21
IV. ATIHR<MIZHED) LVWORBORE - FEEOEE 4 5 18-21 i

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of

Jesus. ¥° But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the
judges! ?° As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” ?* After further
threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising
God for what had happened. #? For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.

18CZ T, HHITZNFFA T, 4 ZXDHICLE > CHESZEbHZS=ED, VNoX L TiE
RORWNEMUE, 190000, N7kl anFidgoliZEzz, [PICBEES LD b, HRE
DTN EGE S IF 505, PEDBIFTIZIE LV E S0, FFrL TS ZX0, 2087E561%, BH27ZE5H
PREZ ERCBEZ EEFIRVPITIZITNEZETA, | 21 THELHIZ, “ANESI5IZHFL
EIORXR TR L TE, ThL, EDF P DHIKFEDDZIZH 257360 TH7eD T, A4 DFH],
TAEET S U0 T E TS,

Faced with opposition and threats from the religious authorities, Peter and John boldly declare their
allegiance to God above all else, fueled by the resurrection power within them.
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Just as the resurrection emboldened Peter and John to defy the authorities, it empowers us to prioritize
obedience to God over the demands of this world.
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Paul's desire to know Christ and the power of His resurrection echoes the same sentiment.
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Philippians 3:10 — / want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death,
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APPLICATION: Are we living with the same unwavering resolve, knowing that the resurrection power of
Jesus enables us to overcome any obstacle or persecution we may face?
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Conclusion/Application

In his book, Sit, Walk, Stand, Watchman Nee recounts a mission trip to a South China island with a small
group, including a new convert named Brother Wu. Despite initial challenges finding lodging due to their
mission of preaching the Gospel, they were eventually hosted by a Chinese herbalist who became their
first convert.
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The islanders were devoted to an idol named Ta-wang, convinced of its power because of coincidentally
good weather during its annual festival. When Brother Wu confidently predicted rain on the festival day,
the crowd demanded proof. In response, Nee and his group prayed earnestly.
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On the appointed day, despite clear skies, rain began during breakfast, intensifying as the idol was paraded
outdoors. Attempts to appease the idol failed, leading to its damage. Subsequent divination by village
elders pointed to a different procession date. Again, Nee and his companions prayed for rain, and it poured
on the new date.
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This demonstration of God's power shattered the hold of the idol over the islanders, leading to numerous
conversions and strengthening the faith of the witnessing missionaries. Through fervent prayer, they
witnessed the defeat of the enemy and experienced the enriching impact of God's intervention on their
ministry.
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Dear friends, the resurrection power of Jesus is not merely a historical event but a present reality that
empowers us to live lives of bold faith and unwavering obedience. Let us tap into this power, allowing it to
transform us from the inside out, so that we may boldly proclaim the Gospel, stand firm in our faith, and
prioritize obedience to God above all else. May the resurrection power of Jesus continue to fuel our
journey of faith, today and always. Amen.
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