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Mother’s Day Message
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Good Morning Everyone and a very Happy Mother’s Day to all the Mother’s and the
to be mother’s present here, those following online and all over the world. We
wouldn’t be here without you and for that we give you THANKS. Also, as a
representative of all the sons and husbands of the world, we’re Sorry, as most
Mum’s would agree we, BOYS, probably have a million things to apologize for.
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So, what actually is Mother’s Day and when did it all start?
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According to brittanica.com, Mother’s Day, is a holiday in honour of mothers that is
celebrated in countries throughout the world. In its modern form the holiday
originated in the United States, where it is observed on the second Sunday in May.
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Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia, whose mother had organized women’s groups to
promote friendship and health, originated Mother’s Day. On May 12, 1907, she held
a memorial service at her late mother’s church in Grafton, West Virginia. Within five
years virtually every state was observing the day, and in 1914 U.S.

President Woodrow Wilson made it a national holiday.

TAYARFEEWNSI ZEIZOWTRHALET E, ZNIE. 74 7T 74 T7I2ED

TrvF ¥y —EROBRICEREHR LET, 7 - Py —EXORHIX. WEE
CREDBEDI-OICKED T IV—THEIIBb TR EICENETNTLE LT,



1907F5812H, 7> F + Vv —EREFET A=V ZTFMIT T 7 b IlH D
2TEEHOEBIERZTVWE L, ZOBBEABSELR/-HAVIBIC, BERETAN
TOMAZOBRZREOEEZHELTHRI £HICARY, 1914F(CIEVy FA— - T 4
LY VKKFEEAZOREZEROGBICESD O, BOHODBEELZ S TT,

Although Jarvis had promoted the wearing of a white carnation as a tribute fo one’s
mother, the custom developed of wearing a red or pink carnation to represent a living
mother or a white carnation for a mother who was deceased. Over time the day was
expanded to include others, such as grandmothers and aunts, who played mothering
roles.
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What had originally been primarily a day of honour became associated with the
sending of cards and the giving of gifts, however, and, in protest against its
commercialization, Jarvis spent the last years of her life trying to abolish the holiday
she had brought into being.
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So, in a nutshell, Mother’s Day as we celebrate it today, at least commercially, is
very much against the wishes of the person who started it in the first place. Mother’s
Day should therefore be cancelled and we can all go back to saving money. Now,
what a pity that would be! Not because the gifts would stop BUT because we would
stop celebrating the reason we are all here. God’s open secret in the creation
story, MUM.
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The Bible is a good starting point to understand the role a MUM has to play in each
of our lives and in the world.
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Psalm 139:13-14 "For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother's womb. | praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; my soul knows it very well.”
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God starts his work in our lives while we are still in Mum’s womb. The starting point!
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John 16:21 “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come;
but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is
born into the world.”
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Mum has this amazing ability to take pain and turn it to joy. Mum’s do this on a daily
basis.
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| have met children from different countries all over the world, boys, girls, some really
sweet kids, and some really terrible ones. Just kidding. But there is one thing that |
have noticed and | wonder if you have noticed the same thing. Every time a child
finds him or herself in trouble, when they are in pain or scared, the first person they
yell for is MUM! Isn’t that amazing?
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And then.....Mum’s have to deal with this type of kid as well.
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(I will be sending Lloyd a short 1-2 minute video to add here)
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Let me be very honest with you and DADs if you agree when I’'m done please raise
your hand. As men, or in this case husbands, we play it cool. We have everything
under control, ‘Leave it to me’, ‘I got it’, ‘You have a problem, just give me a call’,
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‘You can leave it, I'll fix it . We are ‘confident’, ‘macho’, ‘smart’, ‘cool’, you know how
it goes right?
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BUT when the moment comes for our babies to be born and we have to get in that
car and rush to the hospital and stand by that bedside, we are the most ‘useless’ and
‘helpless’ of all God’s creatures. We just stand there with hand in support, saying ‘it's
ok’, ‘you can do it when we haven't the slightest clue of just how much Mum is going
through in that moment. So to all the Mums, maybe we can just start by saying
‘Thank you’ and ‘Gomen ne’. Dads, are you with me?

In the Bible, God uses the symbolism of a mother to show how much He cares for
us.
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Isaiah 66:13 "As a mother comforts her child, so | will comfort you."
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So, let us never forget that Mums are special and they should always be treated with
that love and respect.
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Proverbs 31:31 "Honor her for all that her hands have done, and let her works bring
her praise at the city gate."
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Proverbs 31:28-29 "Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also,
and he praises her: 'Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.™
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Story Time - The Story of Ephigenie
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Have any of you heard the story of Ephigenie?
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Ephigenie got married when she was very young and had her first child at the age of
20. Ephigenie was a really hardworking girl and took care of the needs of her
household before she got married. She had older siblings who were out working by



then and so she was left to do all the house chores. This left her with very little time
to study or play or meet her friends or do any of the things that a girl her age would
normally be doing.
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Ephigenie got married in the hope that marriage would bring her some freedom and
joy. She expected marriage to give her life more meaning. Little did she realize that
within the first 5 years of marriage she would be a mother to three young kids,
babies literally. With her husband away on work for most of the year, Ephigenie was
almost always by herself raising the kids. Now, Ephigenie raised her children in a
generation long before the Internet and online money transfers, so while her

husband would sometimes send money home, she couldn’t rely on that money to
survive and so she had to work.
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Talk about a working Mum. Imagine this, you wake up at 4:30am, prepare for work,
commute for almost an hour, work your shift for the day, then work extra to earn that

little more, come home late, prepare the dinner, take care of the kids needs and then
go to sleep, too exhausted to even eat a proper meal. Day in and Day out.
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Ephigenie hated her life but she loved her children. Every day, no matter how tired
she might have been, she would always pray and thank God for her kids. Ask God
to bless them. Ask God to take care of them.
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Ephigenie would get angry at them but never hit them, she would yell at them and
then cry herself. Ephigenie would borrow money so that she could give her kids that
little extra for Christmas and Easter. And she worked hard. She made sure that she
set the right example for her children. No matter how tough life got, Ephigenie never
gave up. She stuck at her tasks, her God-given responsibilities until her children
were old enough to take care of themselves.
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Ephigenie never got to study but she made sure her children did. She never got to
enjoy her life, but she made sure her children enjoyed theirs. She hardly ever got to
eat a proper meal, but she served them the best food they could hope for. She was

too exhausted to go to church on a Sunday but she never shirked from her morning
and evening prayers every single day.
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Ephigenie, led by example and she led with sacrifice. Ephigenie is truly a God-
fearing woman, and an absolutely God-given Mum.
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Story Time - The Story of Sana
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Sana, is a typical Japanese name and I’'m sure many of you have heard of Sana.
Sana grew up a very quiet and gentle child. In fact, she was so quiet and gentle that
people thought she couldn’t speak. Sana’s parents were good people and she had
what most of us would call a ‘pretty good’ childhood. As a young girl, Sana had these
dreams of someday meeting her Prince Charming and falling in love and having
children.
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As it turned out, Sana grew up and moved out of her parent’s home. She didn’t really
want to study but such were the times in which she was raised that there was this
expectation to study and be ‘someone’. You need to become a doctor or a lawyer or
an engineer and so on. That expectation that you need to study so that you can get a
good job and earn a lot of money and then you will find a place in society and we can
all be proud of you.
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Poor Sana, she had to spend so many years of her life, fulfilling the dreams that
others had for her. What was her dream? Nobody bothered asking her that? Did she
share that with someone? Could she talk to someone? Could she talk to God? But
which God? There were so many gods that she had known that even when it came
to prayer, Sana was often lost.
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But God had always had a plan for her life. God took his time with Sana. Even
though she was passed the ‘societal’ age to get married, God had a plan for her. He
waited and waited and then he acted. God gave Sana the husband she loved and
who loved her back. God blessed Sana with a child. And from the moment Sana met
her husband, she knew who God really was.
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She knew that despite all the expectations that were put on her, her only true
purpose was to love her family and to raise her child in the knowledge and love of
God. Sana loves her husband and she loves her child. She knows that she has been
blessed by God. So, from a very young age, Sana has taught her child about God.
She would sing songs about God, take her child to Church on Sundays, teach her
child to pray every night. She would never miss an opportunity to teach her child
about God. Sana has become a blessing to everyone she meets. Sana brings
joy to the people around her. No matter how tough life gets, Sana now knows
how to pray and who to pray to.
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Sana is a loving and caring Mother. She cares not just for her own child, but for
every child she sees. Her heart breaks every time she sees a child with a disability or



a problem. Her heart aches for other Mum’s who are having a hard time. Sana has
the gift of listening and she listens to other Mum’s problems and worries. Sana prays
for those in need.

SRIFBFBRLBVCYOH B TY, BLIFEDOFELZITTHEL, BIZT
ZIRTCOFEHLZARUICB->TVET, BECHEHEZRATFEDLZRS70
12, BEDDIEREAF T, HEZDLIF. 20WVWEEZBI L TWAMBORE-HLD-
BIZBODTY, SAICIE TH<CAH) Y. OB ROMECIHHICEZMEIT S
TENTEET, BLIFER->TWBALBLDHICH-TWET,

Sana, is God’s love in action. Sana too, is a God-given Mum.
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Friends, the stories of Ephigenie and Sana are just two of the millions of stories that
could be shared about Mum’s around the world. Every Mum in this church, will have
a wonderful story of her own. But | can assure you that every single one of those
stories will include pain, sacrifice, love, care and endless devotion to her children
and to God.
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Someobody once said, Behind every successful Man, there is a Woman. | think
that’s slightly off the mark.
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We are better off saying, ‘Behind every successful Man, Woman, or child , there is a
MUM’.
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Let me end with a Poem for Mother’s by Helen Steiner Rice.
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A Mother's love is something that no one can explain,

It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifice and pain,

It is endless and unselfish and enduring come what may For nothing can destroy it
or take that love away . . .

It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking,
And it never fails or falters even though the heart is breaking . . .

It believes beyond believing when the world around condemns,
And it glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest gems . . .

It is far beyond defining, it defies all explanation,
And it still remains a secret like the mysteries of creation . . .

A many splendoured miracle man cannot understand
And another wondrous evidence of God's tender guiding hand.
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