MIC Worship Service — 2024.07.14
Series: The Questions Jesus Asked
Title: "Do You See Anything?"
Text: Mark 8:22~25, NIV
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22They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. 22 He
took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and
put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”
24He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.” 2> Once more Jesus put his
hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything
clearly.
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Introduction

Imagine you're on a hike in the mountains. You start your journey on a clear, sunny morning, but as you
ascend, a dense fog rolls in. Suddenly, what was once a straightforward path becomes a series of indistinct
shapes and shadows. You can barely see a few feet ahead, and every step feels uncertain. You hear the
distant sound of a river, the rustling of leaves, and the calls of birds, but you can't see any of it clearly. You
wish for just a moment of clarity, a break in the fog, to help you find your way.
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In many ways, life can feel like that foggy hike. We navigate through daily challenges, decisions, and
uncertainties, often without a clear view of what lies ahead. For some of us, this fog isn't just a temporary
condition; it feels like a constant state of being, where we struggle to find direction and purpose. Today,
we'll explore how this experience of seeking clarity parallels a profound story from the Bible and what it
means for both believers and non-believers alike.
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I. Recognize and Address Spiritual Blindness — verse 22
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"They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him."
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It’s important to acknowledge areas where we might be spiritually blind and seek God’s help to gain clarity.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine being in a room with dim lighting, trying to navigate through obstacles. You can
make out shapes but lack clarity. Similarly, spiritual blindness can cause us to see life and faith unclearly.
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1 Corinthians 13:12 - For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now |
know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known.
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APPLICATION: Set aside time each day for personal reflection and prayer. Ask God to reveal areas of your
life where you need greater clarity and understanding.
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In his book, An Anthropologist on Mars, neurologist Oliver Sacks tells about Virgil, a man who had been
blind from early childhood. When he was 50, Virgil underwent surgery and was given the gift of sight. But
as he and Dr. Sacks found out, having the physical capacity for sight is not the same as seeing.
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Virgil's first experiences with sight were confusing. He was able to make out colors and movements, but
arranging them into a coherent picture was more difficult. Over time he learned to identify various objects,
but his habits--his behaviors--were still those of a blind man. Dr. Sacks asserts, "One must die as a blind
person to be born again as a seeing person. It is the interim, the limbo . . . that is so terrible."
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To truly see Jesus and his truth means more than observing what he did or said, it means a change of
identity.
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Il. Embrace Jesus’ Patience in Your Growth — verse 23
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"He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes
and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, 'Do you see anything?'"
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We have to trust in Jesus’ patient nurturing and be patient with our own and others' spiritual growth.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider the process of developing a photograph in a darkroom. After capturing the image,
the photographer carefully immerses the film in various chemical solutions, watching and waiting as the
image gradually comes to life. Each step in the process is crucial, requiring patience and precision. If the
film is exposed too early, the image is ruined; if it's left too long, it can be overdeveloped.
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In a similar way, Jesus, as our spiritual developer, patiently works with us through various stages of our
faith journey. He knows the perfect timing to bring our spiritual vision into clarity, ensuring that we
develop into the image He has planned for us. Just as the photographer waits and watches, so too does
Jesus nurture and refine us, bringing out the best in us through His perfect process.
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Philippians 1:6 - "being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus."
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APPLICATION: Write down three (3) areas where you need to be more patient, whether in your personal
growth or with others. Pray for the grace to embrace the process.
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lll. Seek Clarity of Vision in Your Spiritual Journey — verses 24~25
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24 He looked up and said, 'l see people; they look like trees walking around.' 2> Once more Jesus put his
hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.
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Strive to see Jesus and His purpose for your life with clear and accurate vision.
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ILLUSTRATION: A photographer adjusts their lens to capture a clear and focused image. Similarly, our
spiritual journey involves constantly adjusting our perspective to gain a clearer vision of Jesus.
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Ephesians 1:18 - I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.
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APPLICATION: Commit to a Bible reading plan or join a Bible study group to deepen your understanding of
Jesus’ teachings.
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| encourage you to start journaling about moments of spiritual insight and how they change your
perspective. When you have the opportunity, share these insights in your small groups or church
gatherings.
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For those of you who may not identify as Christians or are new to exploring faith, this message is especially
for you. Life's journey can often feel like that foggy hike, filled with uncertainties and unclear paths. The
story of Jesus healing the blind man in Mark 8:22~25 isn't just a tale from ancient times; it's a powerful
metaphor for our own quest for clarity and purpose. Whether you're seeking direction, understanding, or
simply a deeper sense of peace, know that the process of finding clarity is a journey we all share. Jesus'
patient and loving approach to the blind man is the same compassion and guidance He offers to each of us,
regardless of where we are on our spiritual path. We invite you to explore this journey with us, and to
open your heart to the possibility of seeing life through a new, clearer lens.
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Conclusion



| would like to reiterate the importance of recognizing and addressing spiritual blindness, embracing
patience in the growth process, and seeking clarity of vision in our spiritual journey. | encourage everyone,
especially those new to the faith, to take actionable steps in your spiritual journey, knowing that Jesus is
patiently guiding and refining your vision.
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Prayer: Heavenly Father, We come before You with hearts open and eager for Your presence. We thank You
for the gift of Your Word and the story of Jesus healing the blind man, reminding us of Your power to bring
clarity and vision into our lives.

TV RORZR LMk, A HIXL 2RV THRI-DEEZFHLES, HRTZORNIHET, FA
HLONEIZ, PlffE ey ay (oW & LEAERH) Zbeb L, R0 % -n
HESE T NDHRIZOWMELEL VWO BME . A = ANE NZHl LIZWEE g L Ed,

Lord, we acknowledge that there are areas in our lives where we are spiritually blind. We ask for Your
divine touch to open our eyes, to remove the fog of confusion and doubt, and to help us see Your truth
clearly. llluminate our minds and hearts so that we may understand Your will and purpose for us.
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Holy Spirit, we invite You to fill us with Your wisdom and discernment. Guide us as we seek to understand
the depths of Your love and the riches of Your grace. Let Your light shine in our hearts, revealing the hope
and inheritance we have in Christ.
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For those among us who are new to this journey of faith or are seeking answers, we pray for a special
outpouring of Your grace. May they experience the clarity and peace that comes from knowing You. Draw
them close, and reveal Yourself to them in profound and personal ways.
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As we move forward, Lord, help us to see clearly and to follow Your path with confidence. Strengthen our
faith, deepen our understanding, and lead us into a closer relationship with You. We surrender our lives to



Your loving hands, trusting that You will complete the good work You have begun in us. In Jesus' name, we
pray. Amen.
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