MIC Worship Service — 2024.08.04

Series: The Questions Jesus Asked

Title: "Are You Betraying the Son of Man with a Kiss?"
Text: Luke 22:48, NIV
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47 While he [Jesus] was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one
of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus asked
him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

49When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with
our swords?” % And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had
come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? >3 Every day |
was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when
darkness reigns.”
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Introduction

Betrayal is one of the most painful experiences one can endure, and in the Gospels, the betrayal
of Jesus by Judas is particularly heartbreaking. Judas' act of betrayal, signified by a kiss, serves

as a powerful reminder of the gravity of disloyalty and the deep wounds it can inflict. This sermon
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will explore the significance of Judas' betrayal, its implications for our relationship with Christ, and
how we can apply its lessons in our lives.

AN I NIEESEWEMEEBOOEDICEYIYAH Y £, BFE0PR TR, Fic, 24
NATREZEY ST Z PR bDLEREOET, DI ELTHRBINTLWEIXDEY]
DITHRIE. TRETHEIEDERSE, BEYY EWHTARIFRREZBICREVMEEZEX S WS Z
EEBCBWREIIEET, SHOHRHBTIE. 2XDEYY DR, TOETYAFU X &R
7-bDBERICEDERICEBH>TL 200, ZLTALELOANEICZOHINEZEDL S ITENT Z
EDNTERDD ZHFE->TWWEL-WERBWET,

l. Betrayal is a manifestation of a divided heart.
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A. Judas' divided heart. Judas Iscariot was one of the twelve (12) disciples, yet his heart was
not wholly devoted to Jesus. He was swayed by greed and disillusionment.
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John 12:4~6 — 4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray

him, objected, ° “Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a
year’s wages.” ® He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief;
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
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Judas' betrayal illustrates the danger of a divided heart and the instability it brings.
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Matthew 26:14~16 — ** Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief
priests 1°and asked, “What are you willing to give me if | deliver him over to you?” So they
counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to
hand him over.
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Matthew 6:24 - No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
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B. Old Testament parallel. Ahithophel's betrayal of David (2 Samuel 15~17). Like Judas,
Ahithophel was a trusted advisor who turned against his master, leading to his own tragic
end.
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ILLUSTRATION: William Tyndale, first translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into English,
making a Bible for the common people. In 1535 he was betrayed by a friend, taken prisoner to
the castle of Vilford, and continued to work on his translation. He was unable to finish his work
because he was sentenced to die a heretic's death: Strangulation and burning at the stake. On
October 6, 1536 he cried out his last words.
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APPLICATION: Examine your heart for divided loyalties. Reflect on areas where your heart
may be divided. Are there aspects of your life where you are not fully committed to Christ?
Confess these to God and seek to align your heart wholly with His will.
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James 1:8 - A double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
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Psalm 139:23~24 - 22 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
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Il. Even in betrayal, Jesus offers a path to redemption.
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A. Jesus' response to Judas. Despite knowing Judas would betray Him, Jesus still called
him "friend" (Matthew 26:50) and washed his feet (John 13:1-5). Jesus' actions
demonstrate His unwavering love and the possibility of forgiveness.
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B. Peter's denial of Jesus. Peter, like Judas, betrayed Jesus, but unlike Judas, he repented
and was restored. This highlights the redemptive power of repentance.
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Luke 22:61~62 — 1 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the
word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three
times.” 82 And he went outside and wept bitterly.
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C. Old Testament parallel. Joseph forgiving his brothers (Genesis 50:15~21). Despite their
betrayal, Joseph chose forgiveness and reconciliation, reflecting God's heart for restoration.
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APPLICATION: Embrace Jesus' offer of redemption. If you have strayed or betrayed Jesus in

any way, know that He offers forgiveness and restoration. Like Peter, turn back to Him with a
repentant heart and experience His grace.
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1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.
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D. If you have been betrayed by someone, the Bible offers wisdom and comfort to help you
navigate through the pain and find a path to healing. Here are some principles:
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i:’rinciples for Dealing with Betrayal:
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1. Acknowledge your pain. Itis important to acknowledge the hurt and pain caused by the
betrayal. Bottling up emotions can lead to bitterness and resentment. Psalm 55:12~14
captures the deep pain of being betrayed by a close friend.
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Psalm 55:12~14 - If an enemy were insulting me, | could endure it; if a foe were rising against me,
| could hide. But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, with whom |
once enjoyed sweet fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the

worshipers.
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2. Seek God’s comfort. Turn to God in prayer and seek His comfort and guidance.
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Psalm 34:18 - The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
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3. Choose to forgive. Forgiveness is a key step in healing. While it doesn’t excuse the betrayal,
it releases you from the burden of bitterness. Ephesians 4:31~32 encourages us to forgive as
Christ forgave us.

BT, BUIYICHNT B20I1C1Z. BED [T EWIEREZ L D] Z&AUTT,
3. MTEVLIFEIREZ LS
[fg] cwsz&id. TRLI ~OEZEARTYy 7 TH, E5EMITDIENLEY-T
HLWEWIDITTIEHY FHAD, BT ZETHEBIE, BRAEWLWIERHILBHRIN
F9, INVANDFHAEIL-2HTIE, FUR MDA BEZML TS o789
I, AT LD IO TWET,

Ephesians 4:31~32 - Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as
in Christ God forgave you.

6



INRYAANDFRAEZES 1-3 28H—31EZEE, BY, &Y, WX ZLYAEEE, LoD
EBEELLEDHIC, ABBTEYAEI WL, 2 BFWZHTICL, DOELWAERY . #HAFYUR P
ICEWTHEEDTE2BMLTLEISRE5I1IC, BWITHLEVLWE I WL,

4. Trust God’s justice. Leave room for God’s justice and refrain from seeking revenge. Romans
12:19 reminds us that vengeance belongs to the Lord.
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Romans 12:19 - Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
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5. Seek support. Lean on trusted friends, family, or a faith community for support. Sharing
your burden can provide comfort and perspective.
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6. Reflect on Jesus’ example. Jesus experienced betrayal by Judas, one of His closest

disciples. Yet, He responded with love and forgiveness. Reflecting on Jesus’ example can
inspire us to respond with grace and compassion.
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[ll. Our actions should align with our professed loyalty to Christ.
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A. Judas' kiss. The kiss, a sign of affection, was used as a tool of betrayal. This act of hypocrisy
underscores the importance of integrity in our relationship with Christ.
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Matthew 7:21~23 — 2! “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 2?2 Many will say to
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons
and in your name perform many miracles?’ %2 Then | will tell them plainly, ‘| never knew you. Away
from me, you evildoers!’
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Our loyalty to Christ must be demonstrated through our actions, not just our words.
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B. Old Testament parallel. Saul's disobedience (1 Samuel 15). Saul professed loyalty to God but
acted in disobedience, leading to his downfall. This serves as a cautionary tale about the
consequences of actions that contradict professed faith.
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1 Samuel 15:22~23 - 2?2 But [the prophet] Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is
better than the fat of rams. 22 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”
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APPLICATION: Live out your loyalty to Christ in actions. Ensure that your actions reflect your
professed faith in Jesus. Live with integrity, demonstrating your commitment to Him in every
aspect of your life.
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Proverbs 20:6 - Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person who can find?
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Psalm 31:23, NLT - Love the Lord, all you godly ones! For the Lord protects those who are
loyal to him, but he harshly punishes the arrogant.
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James 2:17 - In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Va7oFH 281 T7TEH-17 2nERLELS IS, BEMLH. dLITVWA AL 7D, Z2N/lT
TIIFEATZL DT,

Conclusion

Judas' betrayal, marked by a kiss, is a sobering reminder of the pain of disloyalty and the
importance of wholehearted devotion to Christ. As we reflect on this event, let us examine our
own hearts, embrace Jesus' offer of redemption, and ensure that our actions align with our
professed loyalty to Him. In doing so, we honor the One who, despite being betrayed, remains
steadfast in His love for us.
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Deuteronomy 7:9 - Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping

his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his
commandments.
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