MIC Worship Service — 2024.08.11

Series: The Questions Jesus Asked

Title: “/f Your Son Asks for Bread, Will Give Him a Stone?”
Text: Matthew 7:7~12, NIV
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7 “Ask and it will be given to you,; seek and you will find: knock and the door will be opened to
you. ® For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks,

the door will be opened.

Y “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?*° Or if he asks for a fish, will
give him a snake?* If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! ¥ So
in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and
the Prophets.

TKDLE 0, TIOTHIIEGZONET, BLLE D, TOTNIEEZO0YET, Zldnd
Lo TO2FNEEINET, 8/7ENTHA, KDBEFIXZIS, #IEEZZDITH L, 72/ &I
IEEDIE TS

9BLI=NT=b, ADDFHIN>EZTFTEINWEEIEEIL, FAVAREEZB3TL £ D, 10 F 7=,

FHUBEETFTEINWEEIDIC, FAPEZS5ZEZTL L D, 11 L TEARSE, BHEDLTIL, BOE
Tldb>ThH, ARDFEBDICIIRVYEERZ S EFH>TWLWEDTY, ETHIL. LBEDS
E KICEONBBLIDT=DH. EDL T, KpBF/LBICROWEDETE L0 EDH
WEL & D, 12FAT. WETH, BNMNLTHEL0AE0TEI, (FDDAICEZFDLE IICL %
Sl CADELTHYEEE T,

Introduction

In this passage, Jesus uses a simple yet profound illustration to reveal the heart of our
Heavenly Father. As we delve into this teaching, we will explore the nature of God’s goodness,
His willingness to provide for our needs, and the assurance we have in His love. Jesus

challenges us to trust in God’s goodness and to align our requests with His will.
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l. God is a good Father who desires to give us good gifts — verses 9~10
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Y “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?*° Or if he asks for a fish, will

give him a snake?
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In Matthew 7:9~10, Jesus uses the example of a father giving good gifts to his children to
illustrate God’s willingness to provide for us. If imperfect human parents know how to give

good gifts, how much more will our perfect Heavenly Father provide for His children?
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James 1:17 - "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of

the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
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This verse affirms that God is the Source of all that is good in our lives.
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Old Testament parallel: Psalm 84:11 - “For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows

favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless."
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This reinforces the truth that God delights in blessing His children.
INE, BIITEDDOFEDLT-BZEATHEL TLCIEES, CLWHEEZBAL TN TWE
ERR

Il. Our understanding of God's character shapes our relationship with Him — verse 11

xiz, THOITHERBRETLIZ LN, b emlnBREE DS WS &lzo20WTh
ELLET,
. MO HBEZBEETEI LN, Wb DBEREROL 3-11 5

L If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much

more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
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Jesus contrasts a loving earthly father with our Heavenly Father to demonstrate that God’s

love surpasses human love. Recognizing God's character is crucial for trusting Him.
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Romans 8:32 - "He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he

not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?"
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This highlights the extent of God’s love and His willingness to provide for our needs.
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Old Testament parallel: God reveals His character to Moses.
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Exodus 34:6~7 - "The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,

rebellion, and sin.”
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Understanding God's character builds trust in His goodness. Someone said, “When you have

nothing left but God, then you become aware that God is enough.”
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lll. Trusting in God's provision leads to a deeper relationship with Him - verse 11
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Jesus encourages us to approach God with confidence, knowing that He delights in meeting
our needs. Trusting in God's provision allows us to draw closer to Him and experience His

faithfulness.
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Philippians 4:19 - "And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in

Christ Jesus."”
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This assures us that God’s provision is abundant and sufficient.
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ILLUSTRATION: The feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1~14) demonstrates God's ability to provide
abundantly. Through trusting in Jesus' provision, the disciples witnessed His power and

compassion.
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1. Approach God with confidence. Trust in God’s goodness and approach Him with
confidence, knowing that He desires to give us good gifts. Bring your requests to

Him in prayer, believing in His willingness to provide according to His will.
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2. Align your desires with God'’s will. Seek to align your desires with God’s will by
immersing yourself in His Word and seeking His guidance. Trust that His plans for you

are good and that He knows what is best for your life.
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3. Cultivate gratitude. Recognize the good gifts God has already provided and cultivate
a heart of gratitude. Reflect on His faithfulness in your life and give thanks for His

provision.
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4. Embrace God'’s love. Embrace the truth that you are deeply loved by your Heavenly
Father. Let this understanding shape your identity and fill you with peace, knowing that

God’s love is constant and unwavering.
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Conclusion

ILLUSTRATION: A construction crew was building a new road through a rural area, knocking

down trees as it progressed. A superintendent noticed that one tree had a nest of birds who
couldn't yet fly and he marked the tree so that it would not be cut down. Several weeks later
the superintendent came back to the tree. He got into a bucket truck and was lifted up so that
he could peer into the nest. The fledglings were gone. They had obviously learned to fly. The
superintendent ordered the tree cut down. As the tree crashed to the ground, the nest fell
clear and some of the material that the birds had gathered to make the nest was scattered
about. Part of it was a scrap torn from a Sunday school pamphlet. On the scrap of paper were
these words: “He cares for you.” It's a quotation from 1 Peter 5:7, which reads in full: “Cast

all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”
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Jesus' teaching in Matthew 7:9~10 reveals the heart of our Heavenly Father, who desires to

give us good gifts and meet our needs. By understanding God’s character and trusting in His
provision, we can deepen our relationship with Him and experience His faithfulness. Let us
approach God with confidence, align our desires with His will, and live in gratitude for His
abundant blessings. As we do so, we will discover the joy and peace that comes from knowing

and trusting in our good Father.
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