MIC Message 2024.8.17
“Who do you say | am?”
How confessing Christ changes everything.
Matthew 16:13-25
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MBI: Because Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God, we must each confess him as
Christ (Messiah) to be saved and continue to confess him daily to live out his kingdom

purposes in our lives.
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Introduction
e lLast Sunday marked the end of the of the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris. Our family

enjoyed watching all kinds of different events, but the best race we saw was the men’s
100m dash. First and second place were determined by a photo finished that showed only a
five thousanths of a second difference between the two runners. It was one of the greatest
finishes in history.
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e Despite the intense competition, the 100m world record set by Jamaican runner Usain Bolt
at the 2009 World Championships stood unchallenged at 9.58 seconds.
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e Boltis an eight time olympic gold medalist who dominated the world of men’s racing for

nearly ten years. Even in retirement, he is still one of the most famous athletes in the world.
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e At the height of his prime in 2012, he attended the annual Jamaican high school track and
field meet known as “Champs” to cheer on Jamaica’s next generation of sprinters. His
appearance was the highlight and climax of the event, but when he tried to enter the track,
the security guard running the gate didn’t recognize him. The greatest runner of all time and
one of the most famous Jamaican’s ever was standing right in front of him, but the guard
tried to close the gate and turn him away before one of his coworkers pointed out who he
was talking to. The security guard, deeply embarassed, apologized profusely as he let Bolt

into the event.
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e It's hard to believe how the guard couldn’t have recognized someone as famous and
acccomplished as Bolt, especially in his home country. Yet, that is exactly how we see many

people in the Bible responding to Jesus.
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e Despiting hearing him teach and seeing the miracles he performed, people failed to
understand who he really was. Many of them had no idea who was standing right before

their eyes or the significance of what was unfolding in front of them.
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e Itis still true today. There are many who read of Jesus, and learn about him, but fail to

acknowledge who he really is and confess him as Savior and Lord.
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e The poor Jamaican security guard only had an embarrassing moment to deal with, but when
we fail to acknowledge who Jesus is, we are faced with eternal consequences. In today’s
passage, Jesus asks the twelve disciples the most important question we each have to

answer in this life: “Who do you say | am?”
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e How we answer this question changes everything about our lives. It changes our eternal

destiny. It changes our life’s purpose. And it changes how we live each day.
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e But what does it mean to confess Jesus as Christ? How do we live out this confession each
day? Let’s look together at these three changes from Matthew 16:13-25, beginning with

verses 13-17.
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13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” * And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ** He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” ¥” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. (ESV)
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I) It changes our eternal destiny (16:13-17)
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A) Jesus’ ministry up to this time
e Up to this point, Jesus has been ministering publicly in the region of Galilee, far away
from Jerusalem. He has been teaching and healing; confronting the religious
establishment; driving out demons and perfoming various miracles like feeding a

crowd of 5,000.
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B) Various responses to what Jesus was doing and teaching
e|n the preceding chapters we see a wide range of responses to him. In Jesus’
hometown of Nazareth, the people he grew up around couldn’t see Jesus as any more
than a carpenter’s son. Herod Antipas, the Galilean ruler, thought Jesus was somehow
John the Baptist, whom he had killed, brought back to life. The crowds saw Jesus as a
great teacher, healer and miracle worker and some of them praised God for what he
was doing among them. The religious leaders outright resented, despised and opposed

Jesus.
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C) Jesus’ two questions to his disciples



e As Jesus begins to prepare his disciples for his death and resurrection, he knows it is

critical for them to clarify their convictions about who he is. He did it by asking two

questions.
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e The first “Who do people say | am?” asked them to summarize what they were hearing
others say about him; all the opinions and theories floating around about him. The
disciples replied that some thought he was John the Baptist; others thought that he was
one of the great Old Testament prophets like Elijah or Jeremiah, or simply another of

the prophets. People knew Jesus had a unique authority and greatness about him, but

that was the extent of what they grasped.
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e But then Jesus rephrases the question and turns it directly at the disciples asking,
“But who do you say that | am?” It was no longer a mental exercise of reporting the
opinions of others, but a direct, personal probing of their hearts about who they
believed him to be. After all they had seen, heard and experienced how would they

respond? What conclusion had they come to? Jesus knew this was the question they

needed to settle firmly within themselves.
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D) Peter’s confession



e Simon Peter, the leader of the twelve, speaks up proclaiming, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” Christ is the Greek word for Messiah, the anointed one; the one
prophesied throughout the Old Testament by various prophets; the one who would come
to rescue and restore God’s people. The one all Israel anxiously waited and hoped for. A
savior. In Matthew’s gospel this is the first open confession of Jesus as the Christ; a
climax to the gospel story thus far.
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E) Jesus’' reply
e Peter nails the answer and Jesus praises him. Jesus blesses him for making this
confession, saying that his correct understanding of who he is was not something he
figured out on his own, but something that God the Father, in his mercy, revealed to him
and helped him to see. Jesus makes a link here between Peter’s confession of him

being the Christ with blessing, ultimate blessing.
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F) The confession of Jesus as the Christ is the key to salvation
e This theme is the overarching message of the gospels and the New Testment:
confessing Jesus at the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior leads to salvation. It changes
our eternal destiny. By acknowleding Jesus as the one sent from God to rescue us from
sin, we are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. We are remade from
objects of God’s wrath into his dearly loved children who will spend eternity with him.

Confessing Jesus as Christ changes our ETERNITY!!!
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e Our salvation is wrapped up in this simple question: “Who do you say | am?”
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G) How will you answer?
e This is the same question Jesus probes our hearts with, “Who do you say | am?” How
we answer determines our eternal destiny.
G) BRIZFESIZZET D
- INEEA T AL DLERIEMEBMLTYT, EIHIBFRDNICL-T, ATz bDKEDE
WmAREDDTT,

e Romans 10: 9-10 says, “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For with the heart one
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” (ESV)
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e Many of you have already confessed Jesus as your Savior and Lord. Praise God! This

is the starting point of our new life as Christians.
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e Others of you may still be considering how to respond to Jesus. You have heard many

things about him, read the Bible, talked with friends or family or come to church. You



may have questions or doubts that you are working through. We welcome you in our
church as you consider who Jesus is for yourself. If you want to be forgiven; if you want
to have a relationship with God and spend eternity with Him in heaven, you must
respond to Jesus in faith, confessing him as the Christ, as your personal Savior.
Knowing about him intellectually or acknowledging him mentally is not enough. Reading
the Bible or coming to church is not enough. We must personally confess him and put

our trust in him.
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e In Japanese, the word “confess” (45 8) is often used in the context of confessing your
love for some, usually in a romantic relationship. | still remember the first time | shared
with my wife Yukiko (all those years ago!) that | had special feelings for her and wanted
to date her and pray about what God might have for our future. We had known each
other for a couple of years and were good friends, but | didn't know how she would
respond. Did she have similar feelings for me? Did she want to have a closer
relationship with me or would she say, “no thanks” and reject me? | couldn’t be sure

until | asked her and | still remember how nervous | was leading up to that conversation.
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e But that’s not how it works with Jesus. We might be nervous about believing in him
and confessing his name. We might be worried about the consequences and changes it
might bring in our lives, but there is no doubt about how Jesus feels about us. He has
already confessed his love for us by dying on the cross and has made it crystal clear
that he wants to have a relationship with us. He wants to forgive us and give us eternal

life; he is waiting for us to confess and trust him.
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When we confess Jesus as Christ, it changes our eternal destiny. It also changes our life's

purpose. Let’s read verses 18-20.
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18 And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. 191 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 22 Then he strictly charged
the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. (ESV)
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I) It changes our life’s purpose (16:18-20)
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A) Jesus’ prophetic word/promise to Peter
e Simon was originally a fisherman, but he left his boat and former life behind to follow

Jesus. Jesus promised to make him a fisher of men and gave him a new name, Peter,



which means “rock”. After blessing Peter, Jesus gives a prophetic word referencing
Peter's name and showing the special mission God entrusted to him as leader of the

apostles to be a foundational builidng block in Jesus’ church.
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e After the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost we see Peter fulfilling this role as
leader of the early church in the book of Acts. Meeting Jesus, following him and
confessing him as the Christ changed Peter’s life forever. His whole reason for being

was radically transformed.
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e The wording in verse 19 of Peter possessing the keys to the kingdom of heaven has
led to Peter being depicted as heaven’t gatekeeper and a false belief by some that
Peter somehow plays a role in determining who is allowed to enter heaven and who is
not. But as scholar R.T. France points out, the image of keys does not suggest a porter
who controls who enters, but a steward who has been given authority by God to help
administrate the will of God in his church. This authority in binding and loosing, which
were technical terms used by Jewish rabbis to pronounce what was forbidden (bound)
and permitted (loosed), is also applied to all of the disciples in Matthew 18:18, not just
Peter alone. Peter was given a unique authority and role as head of the disciples, but it
is Jesus himself who is consistently called the cornerstone and foundation upon which

our faith and the church are built. He is heaven’s only gatekeeper.
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B) Jesus’ warning to Peter and all the disciples
e Jesus then gives a strict charge to all the disciples not to tell anyone that he is the
Christ. This seems like an odd command to our modern ears. Doesn’t Jesus want
everyone to know who he is? Aren’t we supposed to proclaim Christ and the salvation in
his name to those around us? Yes, but His central mission as Messiah was not yet
complete. He still had to suffer, die and be raised from the dead to accomplish our
salvation. Until his mission was complete and the Holy Spirit had been poured out on

the believers, the public proclamation of Jesus as the Christ could not properly begin.
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C) Interpretation & Application
e \What does any of this have to do with us? After all, these words were spoken directly
to Peter and the other disciples. Our lives and role in Christ’s church may be very
different, but we see here some important truths about how confessing Jesus as Christ

changes our life’s purpose and what we live for.
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e The Bible speaks of all believers as being built up as a holy temple to the Lord. Paul

says in Ephesians 2:19-22, “1*So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, ?°built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, ?'in
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. #In
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”
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e None other Peter himself tells the believers in 1 Peter 2:5, that not only are they being
built up into a spiritual house, but that each believer has a role to play in that process.
“you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (ESV)
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PaBLTHEITA, BAh2RAeAhVET, |

e As those who confess Jesus as Christ, as our Savior and Lord, we have been given the
awesome privilege of being part of God’s family, investing our lives in his eternal

kingdom and being used to help build up his church.

A IRHEFYRPELT, BWFELT, FTELTEARATEEL LT, b IFHBOREKED—
Bl HOFNEDEHEDIZOICALEAEZEZEL, HOBESEETCLEIT27-HICALLNS & W
SEBS LWFENASZ N TWEDTY,

e Do you know why you’re here on this earth? Do you live each day with a sense of
purpose? Do you know why any of what you do each day or week has any meaning?

God is the one that made us and has a plan for each of our lives. But if we don’t know
12



God we will never undertand what we are here for and Jesus is the only way to know
God. We may not get a new name like Peter, but when we believe in Jesus, he gives us

a new mission in life: to proclaim him as the Christ and build up his church.

-BONBEIOHICEEL TVWDION, M-oTWnETH, BRE#REFE > EHEZBILTL
2TL&OD, BH, HDWVIE—BR. @AET2ICLTH, TIICE®RLHD I EM>TWE
ITh, BIFFAI-bEEONT-BATHY ., Az b—AQEYDAEICTHHEZF > TEoNE

T, LHL, B LALEA\BZHoRITNIEL, FZBEARDIZHICTZICWIDONZHB 2 &I
TEEHA, AEBIEFIRTADLISICFHLLWARIZHBL I EIETELLAD LNEEADL 41T
2EELDEE, AZREFEBICAEDHLWMEDEESEZXTLIEEIDDTT,

e The disciples had to wait to tell others that Jesus was the Christ, but the time for
waiting has long since passed. At the end of Matthew, Jesus charges his disciples to,

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2°teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.
And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” (ESV)

BTl AZTRDF VR INTHBZEZMDALITIEADDZFHITNIERY FHEAT
L7ze NEZADRBEEDRET, A ZRAWEFBRFEBIZZIIE-LroTW0ET, [TIHro. A
D713 7> T HOWBIEDALEZRTE LRSIV, R, F. BEORICEVLWTESICNTTFATEF
[T, BTz LABHEI=AICH L THEW -, IRTDOIEETFLILDICHZA LIV, RL, b7z LIiFHDK
HYET, WObLBARLEAEEDICVWET, |

e\When we confess Jesus as the Christ he shows us our true life’s purpose to go and

make disciples of all nations.

- A IRAEFYURMNELTERATREE, A ZRFFATZBDODANEDEDCDERNTH S 1T
>TC, HOWAEDODANAZHRZTFETHIE] ZRLTLEZEEWVWET,

Transition: Confessing Jesus as the Christ changes our eternal destiny; it changes our life’s

purpose; and it changes how we live each day. Let’s read 16:21-25.

AIRXREFYRPELTERT R L, DO XKEDEGEZZ,. NEOBMNZZ R, ZL
TEHOEEZHEZZZ T, 16821-2681%5AE L &£ Do

21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But
he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 2 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come
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after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” (ESV)

Q12D EED LA TRIF, TEDNTILYLALILIT-T, RELD, RARLH, BEFELOLNOELC
DELAEZI, I, ZHEICEADPZAORITNIERLHRWI L%, BFbITRLBO b, 22
THE RTARAIRZHEICEENL T, WEHHBEDHT, [FL CATHHRWIETT, TAKRZ
ENBBRIZIRIBIETIEDHY £ A, | 23LH1 L. A TRIFIRYEWTRTRICEbNTZ, [ThHN,
Yar, HRTE. DLz 2ETHhE2HD7RE, HRIFHOILEEZBHREVWT, ADZEZB-o>TW
%, | 28 oA TRIEBEFI-BICEDNT, [FFNTHEhILICOWTERIEVWERS KBS, Bo%E
T. BOD+TFEAEST, b LI-THEES WL, 26B0DOVDLERE S LB 5 FEITZNE KU,
HiZLDEBIZVWDbLERIEBFZENERHTDTT,

) It changes how we live each day (16:21-25)

I #7=bDAL4DEEHHEDL D (16521-258)

A) Jesus shares with the disciples the true nature of his mission as Messiah (Christ) and
what it means for those who confess him.

A A TRIFHBFHIC, MOWE (FURE) ELTOTEHSOEROREE, ZTNATED

ZERTAHADANLICESTEDEIIBEREZF ONZEZE >THELNET,

e After this important conversation with the disciples, Jesus begins to share with them

about his suffering, death and resurrection.

-BRFIEHLEDIDEELREFDEH, A TAITEEBOE LA, . FLTEFIZOVWTHEF
HLIZEBYBDHET,

e Peter had just confessed Jesus as the Christ and believed in him, but he didn’t yet
understand why Jesus had to suffer. It didn't make sense to him or fit with his
understanding of who Messiah would be. He tried to rebuke Jesus. But Jesus knew that
any encouragement to avoid the cross was not from the Father, but from Satan, who
wanted to thwart God’s plan of salvation. It was a stinging and humbling correction for

Peter after such high praise.

-RTFAFAIRAZFYRMEEAL, A ZTREZELTCWELEDY, BEA XN EFLE AT
N omunon, FEBRELTCWETATLZ, MWELBX S THAEDL S HRBATHZH
EWHRDIEBREE—HLEHI>T-ODTT, RTAIFATRHEELLY>ELEFLA, LALAT
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RlE, +FEEZEITES ETIMELIIFRADODOEDOTIEAL, BMOKVOEBEZTITLD &
TEHEZUDLDLDTHDLEZHFLTLI, RTAICE->TR, HDNIFEFLFHAENER
T, WzRENDBHLETIET LT,

e Jesus then makes clear that the choice to confess his name would also result in a cross
and a measure of suffering for all who choose to follow him. We learn here a hard truth:
to confess Jesus as Christ, to follow his as our Savior and Lord is to deny ourselves and

join in his sacrifice and suffering in some small way.

- ZLTAZREE, AT RDELEERATHIHEIRIE. A ZTRITRKD ZEHFEIRTHIRTDOAICE
ST, TFREBELAEHIGDTHHIEERALMILE L, 1TRXEFURNEEAL,
BNETHYETHEIATRIRELI LI, BEPEEZEEL. A ZTXDEHEEELAICHLT
HMH 2B Z EHRDTT,

e The gospel of Luke records these same words with one important clarifier. In Luke 9:23
Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily

and follow me.” (ESV)

-ILVHOBEETIZ, INERUEED., HHABEELRHRBEEHICHEHFINTWET, LHDE
FEIE23H T AZRIFRDESICEODNFT LTzs [FENTHEHELICOVWTEREZVWEES BS,
BN%#ET, BABEDD+TFERE2ES>T, b LI ->THEEI L,

B) The need for daily “confession”
e\We are saved from sin and eternal death when we confess Jesus as our Savior. We only
have to believe in him once and we are secure in him for all eternity. He promises to

never leave us or forsake us. But in another sense, we need to continue to confess

Christ daily to live out his purpose for us.

B) B4 o [EH] owEM%

-AIRERHNFELTERT D EE, ABIEFEXERDOEDOBONET, Tco7c—EA T
REE LA T, AT BIIKRICATADSI BICRLT DI ENTEDLNDTY, 41 TXIFHT
HeRLTRETHRVWERNRLTLKILE>TWVWET, LAaL, AIOEKRTIE, FA7cbidF U X b
ICHDEMNERTTHIC. BAF VXM E2EBLHBITI2LED’H D L2TNHENVTT I,

1) Confession of sin

1) EFEoEH
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e The first sense in which we need to confess him daily is in the confession of sin.
As we see with Peter here, even after confessing Jesus as Christ, we can quickly

fall into sin and error. But God assures us in 1 John 1:9 that, “°If we confess our

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

-HTeBRBEAA TR EZEB LR TNIE G OB WE—DREBRIE, 3E®ﬂ:EI’C3' RTAICEoN
5010 AZRXEFIRPEEBLTH, ATcbIFTCICFERVICHREIZEAHY £T, L
AL, FIEINTDOFHEE—LIEIE T, KDL IZFD :ﬁﬂbfﬁbﬂiToF%wMtE
NENDFEEEAT2H 0, MIEFEETELLWATTAL, ZOFEML. /b T XTORENDLE
FHTLIZTVWET, |

Sin short circuits our fellowship with God and hinders us from enjoying the
blessings of God in Christ and living out his purposes for us. Confessing Jesus as
Christ involves continuing to turn our hearts away from sin and toward our loving

Savior.

FlIMEoTbY 2L, FURMIHIMOMBEEZL, HOBNZRIT I e2HITE
T, ATRZFIVRPELTEATSIEE, AcHbDOLEFIOEST, BITHLIKRWES
mIFfcly 22 & Z2B%®RL 7,

2) Confession of our dependence on Christ
2) FURM~DEEZERT S
e Confessing Christ each day also leads us to confess our dependence on him.
John 15:5 says, “®I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in
him, he itis that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” (ESV)
-A4FURMEERT I LIF BB AFURMIBELTIVWSAZLZERTHILICHD

BHYET, ANFOBEEISENIICISOHY X9, [Diz-LEEHENTIE. Ha-HL/-EMADH
TEHZENTERLWDTY, |

Apart from Christ we can do nothing, but when we remain in him, he works out

his purposes in and through us, bearing much fruit for his glory.

FURIDOEENITRET, FA-BIEAETELTEA, LA L, Ao HBAF Uxb@i%"
FRLEE FURMNIFATZBDOIBIZ, A2 BLTIEESD A LZIT, LQEJOD
RIEDI=DICEH L DEHFILETLEIVET,
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3) Confession of Christ before others
) ABITHFURMEERT S
e QOur confession of Christ is not just a private matter between us and God. He has
called us to confess his name before others. Jesus said in Matthew 10:32-33,

“3230 everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge before my

Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, | also will deny before my
Father who is in heaven.”

-FURMZEAT B LI, b i OBIOBANARETIES Y FHA, MIE. FA7zH
MEDALDEITHF YR FDEZEEHT AL O)BLTEONET, A TXIEVEXADREELIE
32-33FiCZOELNE LT, [32TTN B, ENTHALDEITHIZLEROD AL, blzLb. X
ICEONDEIDHIZLORDEITEDAERDET, 3B3LAL. AXDREITHIZLAEMORWVWEESIEIE. b
7LHb, RICEONDE DI LDRDEIT, TDOANZHMOBWEETWET, |

The word translated “acknowledge” can also be translated “confess.” There can
be a tremendous amount of fear and pressure put on us by the culture, others,
Satan and even ourselves about confessing our faith in Jesus before others. But
our clear call as those who confess Jesus as Christ is to confess him before
others. It is a daily choice to trust him and confess him before others or to stay

silent and hope no one notices.

T IFHB] EREINTWREEIR, [HBTS] LHRINFxd, 1 TX~DEMEAF]
TEBRT DRI EICOVTIE, et A, &>, ZLTEDBEN D, L TOHHLENRY S
Ly>yv—zhlfonbdZendblEd, LHrL. I ZTXZ2FUXELTERTEEELLTD
-t OBRERERIE, MOALDFITA TR EZEBTSHIETT, 1 TXZELTARITEH
TEHh, BoTHICHLTODNAB W EZFES A E. BLDRIRBEDTY,

4) Confession of Christ in all circumstances (living by faith)

4) FOL5BWRRICBVWTHEFYUIIMNEEATS (EMICL->TEES)

e Finally, we confess Jesus as Christ by how we respond to various situations and
circumstances in our daily lives. “Actions speak louder than words” is a popular
saying and it is something for us to consider in what it means to be a Christian.
What do our everyday actions and responses to various people and situations
reveal about who we think Jesus is. Who we rea/ly think Jesus is? If we really

believe Jesus is the Christ, why are we so worried about how we will get
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everything done this week? Isn’'t he with us? Doesn’t he promise to hear and help
us? If we really believe Jesus is the Christ, why are we still holding on to grudges
and past hurts? Haven't we been forgiven? Hasn't Jesus called us to forgive? If
really believe Jesus is the Christ, why do we cling to our possessions and
dreams? Don’t we remember that we have been made co-heirs with Christ of all

the treasures of God’s kingdom? Don’t we believe that he has a good plan for our

lives?

- REBIC, e BIEBADEFEOF T, FRABKRACERICED LS ITHET H2MICL>T, A
IRZFVRMELTEBLEY, [EELVITEINKREL] L3I EDONEZETTA, 7
URAF ¥V THDHIEDEREEZDLETHINDIEIEETY, BARBRALPRRISHT 25
=D BEBBITEICKIGIE. TN A IR EEDL I BERFZEEZTVWEDOLZBHLHIC
T252HEDTY, F=BIF UL OA T RZHIZEBR--TWETLLEI D, BLAHIZTAZTIAFY
ZMEEELTVWERL, BERZBIESBEE I CHoTIRTERYRITLE I N ELERT EDT
Lo AZRIFFI=BEHICEONZDTIEFHRWTL LD D, FAT=BOEICEZMEIS. BT T
KIREBERHNERELTTFEoTVWBRDTIEAWVWTL LI D, A ZRAFY R FEERBIZELTL
i, BERHBIEERRACBEDEICLAADVTVEDTL & 5D, AA-blFKRINT
WEWLWDTL & ID, A ZXIFFEBITHT LD ICHEUAITFTVWAELDTL L DD, 1 TN F
DX THBEERHIEFELTWEDLE L, BERLBITMERPEICLAADVTLEDTL &£
ne Ffcbld, MOEDITRTCOEZF Y X MERFEERKT HELINTILERNTIELAL
TL&ID, AR HEDANEICRVETEEZRF > THEoND I EZELTVLETH,

e What situation or circumstance in your life is taking up a lot of space in your head
and heart today? How are you responding to it? What does your response reveal
about who you say Jesus is? Is the response consistent with your confession?
Let's take those situations before the Lord, confessing again that Jesus is our

Christ, our Savior and letting him change our hearts in and through those

situations.

-SH. HBI-DOANEICBVT, EOLSRRACERED, HAT-OBEBRCLOFTRKERRR—
AReEHEHTVWETH, HEEZNICHLTEDELSICRIGLTWATL &£ 9D, ZTDIEIL.
HRIDALRERZEDEDBREAIEEE>TVWBEDNIZDOWT, AZBELMNZLTWLWETH,
ZDORIGIE. BBRI-OFERE—HMLTVWETH, 1 TXHAMLHEDFYXFTHY ., WETH
52LWHTERL. ZOEYBKRADHFT, ¥72Z2DLH>HRAZBEBL T, 41 TRICFT=H
DINVEEZTWETEEEL LD,
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Closing

e |ee Strobel was educated at Yale Law School and was a journalist for fourteen years at The

Chicago Tribune, winning lllinois’ highest honors for his investigative reporting.

- — - ZPARNLVEFEI-LVKRFOERKFERTER, >HT - P E2—ViTI4ERY v —
FURMEHD, FORABHRETA ) /A NESOREITEZF L7,

e An avowed atheist, Strobel was dismayed when his wife became a Christian through the
influence of a friend. After seeing changes in his wife, he reluctantly agreed to go to church
with her and came home with thoughts about Jesus and the Bible swirling in his head. "If

this stuff is true," he told himself, "it has huge implications for my life."

- EMBRETCHBIEENELTVWAER FORNLIE, RADEETEA VY RF v Il -7T-
ETIC, BEBLEL, Z2EOZMMZEOHYICLIZRKIE, LALSMELZEHSITLZ LIS
AEL. A ZTREEZEIIDVTOERDNEOFZB/ENTRELE L, [HLINDPEREL
O, ADANEICESTETODLRLCKREABRDYDH S| ERIFERICEVEIE X LT,

e He set out to disprove Christianity by applying his experience and expertise as an
investigative reporter to the claims of the Bible. After interviewing numerous scholars and
probing the evidence for Jesus for nearly two years, Strobel decided to become a Christian
in 1981. In speaking of his decision to believe in Jesus he said, “In light of the scientific
evidence that points toward a Creator and the historical evidence for the resurrection of
Jesus, | came to the conclusion that it would have required more faith for me to maintain
my atheism than to become a Christian---| thought it would take only a short time to dismiss
the story as a hoax, a myth, or a misunderstanding. Based on the evidence, | abandoned

atheism and embraced Jesus as my forgiver, leader, and friend.”

-, AEREL L TCORBEFEMIMBZEEDOFRICSAT LT, FYR MERIAT
BTEICEFLEL ZLDFFICAVRAE2—L, A ZTXOFHE2FHELIE-7%. X +bO
NIVIFIBIFICTZ VRF Y /IR DI ETZRBELE LI, AZTRZELDRLZEZLIZZEIZDON
T REIEZDESICRE->TVET, [BIEFZHLRIRFENINE, 1 TXOEFZRTESL
FEEMLICEE S LEbhbtE e, ZURFY IR L) b EMmeEL{ANL Y ZLDEMNEZLE
ETBEVHEBELI-DOTYT, FIIHY., BEEOFRZBIBEROEHEE. HHWIIRMELLT
FF5ICIE, ZAOOTARBELAIILREWVWEAS ERBoTWE L7z, LA LIERICES
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LEDLEE., FAIEMREZE T, AZXAELOMLE, I8EE, KALLTRIFTANIZDT
g_o J

e He went on to become a teaching pastor at three of America’s largest churches and is a
New York Times best-selling author of more than forty books, including 7hAe Case for Christ,
which details his investigation into Christianity and defends the credibility of the Bible and

gives evidence for believing in Jesus as the Son of God.

- ZDF AFARNNLVETAYDRRKDIDOHSTHEZ L 2 ETe Y. FURMRHIZONWT
DFEEHEFRL, BEDERUEHEL, (TXEHOFEEL BEME L7 [The Case for
Christ] (FHE[FHL DA TRIEFIX D)) HE, AOMULDEETCZ2—3—7 - XA
LAEDNR hEF—Eh>TWET,

e Confessing Jesus as his forgiver, leader and friend, confessing Jesus as Christ changed
everything for Lee Strobel. He went from skeptic to believer, from critic to defender. He
went from eternal death to eternal life. He discovered a new God-given purpose for his life
and how God wanted to use his skills and life experience for his glory. He discovered the joy

of confessing Christ daily and pointing others to Jesus.

-AIREMLETHY, BEETHY, KTHhHEEAL, A ZXZ2FUXPELTEHERLE
TET, V= X PARLDODTRTCHNEZONE LTz, BEBEDOEE~. MHEL OHEES
~No FKEDIFEN LKIEDWVDH A, X PANIVEEDDANEICEDOER ONICHI-HBERNZ
BL, BIMRICEZONTHEE ANERBRZEDL S ICTEEOREDI-DIHEE S EEnTW
MY EFL7ze APANLEHAF IR b ZEBL, BOALICA T X ZELRTEVZA]
>7=DTY,

e Jesus wants to do the same thing in our lives. “Who do you say | am?” How we answer

changes everything.

TR BEDANEICEVWTHRILCZIEZLEATEONET T, [HAlEbi-Lazlinis
EON] ZOBMICESIBRADANICEL T, TRTHEDLBEDTT,
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