Righteousness of God
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“Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does what
is right and never sins”. Ecclesiastes 7:20.
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Read Romans 3:9 - 3:20.

9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have

already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10

As it is written:

“There is no one righteous, not even one, 11 there is no one who understands;

there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become
worthless,; there is no one who does good, not even one.13 Their throats are open
graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips.14 Their
mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.15 Their feet are swift to shed blood;16 ruin
and misery mark their ways,17 and the way of peace they do not know.18 There is no

fear of God before their eyes”.

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God'’s sight by the works of the law;

rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
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Story of Solomon at the end of his time: despite all his wealth and wisdom, Solomon
came to the realization that everything he had was meaningless, and everyone is
contaminated by sin.

This theme was largely carried through the OT and picked up by Paul, and dramatically

exemplified in Romans.
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Today’s passage in Chpt 3 is a summary and culmination of the first 2.5 Chapters in

Romans. Hence, to clarify the context, we recap key passages from the first two Chpts.
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In Chpt 2, we read:
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Romans 2: 1-3. You [God’s people], therefore, have no excuse, you who pass

judgment on someone else [Gentiles], for at whatever point you judge another, you are
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condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 2Now we

know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. *So
when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things,

do you think you will escape God’s judgment?

O—<A~NOFHK 2F1 - 36

1 TEhn. IRNTHAZIIECANE, HETICABEORMIZIH Y FHA, HEIE B
ANESECZEITE->T, BOEBEZRICEHTVWET, JFCHAaID. TnEELI
EETHOTWABADDTT, 2 7/-BlE. ZOLSRIEATHo>TVWARALICTREOIE
EHAELVWIEEZF>TVWET, 3ZTDLOIBRIEHZLTVWEIALZ I ERDY L, BD
TRILZEZLTWA AL, Haid, BOEHROIEZTZRZNED/IZETHER TS
DTI DY

Here, we see Paul saying to God’s people that they are guilty to committing the same
atrocities as those that they are judging. So let's go back a chapter to see what ‘they’

were doing---.. but instead of using “they”, | am going to use the term “we”.
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Romans 1: 28-32. Furthermore, just as WE did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave US over to a depraved mind, so that WE do what ought
not to be done. 2 WE have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and
depravity. WE are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. WE are

gossips,¥ slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; WE invent ways of
doing evil; WE disobey our parents; 3 WE have no understanding, no fidelity, no

love, no mercy. ¥ Although WE know God’s righteous decree that those who do such

things deserve death, WE not only continue to do these very things but also approve of

those who practice them.
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IN spite of having the Law, the Jews [God’s people] did everything against the law.
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That was the Jews. You may be sitting here this morning thinking ‘I'm not really that
bad’.
Yet, even the prophet of God, Isaiah, inclusively conceded:
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“all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind

our sins sweep us away’ (Isaiah 64:6).
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John Calvin once stated: “Nearly all the wisdom we possess consists of two parts: the
knowledge of God and of ourselves.”

The knowledge of God is difficult to comprehend and to embrace—that’s
obvious!

The knowledge of ourselves is just as difficult to comprehend — this, we often
overlook. For example, Peter swore he would not deny Jesus, but then did so 3 times

within a matter of hours!!
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By Romans Chpt 3, it becomes clear that Jew or Gentile, we are all the same:
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Romans 3:11-12 (which is quoted from Eccl 7:20 and Psalm 14:3)
There is no one righteous, not even one;
I there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God.
2 Al have turned away, they have together become worthless,

there is no one who does good, not even one
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Ultimately, we reach the climax in Romans 3:20---

2 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the

law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
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NOTE: Definition of Righteous = behaviour that is morally right or good.

But according to who's morals? = according to God’s absolute unchangeable morals.
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When we say no one is righteous, it is relative to God’s righteous ways
— so compared to God, even the righteous acts of Billy Graham, Mother Teressa,
St Paul, and other Saints of the Bible, and even YOU ------ . are like filthy rags!!!!
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Story of Marin Luther

There was a young monk named Martin Luther who was wracked with anxiety, worry

and fear, about this very truth. He often laid awake at night absolutely worked with
anxiety over a problem he couldn’t solve in his head.

Based on simple deduction from passages in Scripture (especially the Old Testament),
he realized:

“wait a second, | see my own heart and my own life and how unrighteousness | am and
how much | sin, and | know that someday I'm going to stand before God and that God

upholds His law and justice, and so how in the world am | going to be accepted?
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So Luther would work and hold on to passages similar to:
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Romans 2:13. “For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight,

but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous”
And would think, well, I'd better get to work hard on making up for my lack of
righteousness.
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Sadly, Luther did a lot to make up for his lack of righteousness, making life very hard

on himself:

e intentionally sleeping without a blanket in the cold monastery in winter
e go up the steps of the monastery on his knees one by one, praying each step
along the way

e go to confession for hours a day,

LWz s, ZoEBrSLEZ—E, BODERXRBROXMEIBOLEHOE 50125 DIE
LWZE%EITW, BDBEBICHERICELVWAFEZBNDZ LICR 72D TLT,
=3,

e XDEWEBER THhIEERZMNITTICESLLDICLE LT,

o BEIOMEEZEZ OWT—ER—EBHMVENALLEDLEIICLEL

o —HICMKELEEZLE L,

Luther thought maybe somehow, some way, he could make up for it all by just trying

harder.
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Echoing Eccl 7:20, there is no one that is righteous in God’s eyes.

And so, to some extent, Luther’s concern and worries were kind of justified------ .
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Lets close in prayer---..
wrELED,

Luther’s anxiety continued to get worse until one day he was reading the Bible and he
came across these most beautiful and liberating verses in Romans 3:21-26, which

starts off:

Romans 3:21-26

21w

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being

witnessed by the law and the Prophets-«+------ for all those who believe.”
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Here Paul makes a major turn in his letter. Since Romans 1:18 he has been showing
how we don’t have righteousness, and therefore we are under sin and judgment,
destined for final wrath and fury.

BUT there is a divine righteousness — a God-sent, God-given righteousness, that is

not through our own deeds or the works of the law, but through faith in Jesus Christ,

for all who believe.
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WAIT a second!
What!
Can | REALLY be made righteous---.. freely? for nothing?!?1?1?
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Luther stumbled across this passage what we now call the “doctrine of justification”.

Luther famously claimed “ 7This passage is the center of the whole Bible".
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Consider this---.. vs 21 is in essence telling us that we sinners, with no good morals,

are being made ‘right’ on par with God’s unattainably high moral standard!!!!

Luther realized that these verses are the key to understanding our eternal fate.
A person’s eternal fate is determined by whether they can stand before God someday

and be regarded as righteous. Even though they’re not.

And Luther realized in this passage that we have this amazing truth here, that God can
declare unrighteous people to be righteous,
That is the doctrine of justification and its amazingly GOOD NEWS.
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The obvious questions is: How is it that we, the unrighteous, can be declared
righteous?
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The answer is in v22-26:
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22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is

no difference between Jew and Gentile,
2 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
2 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ

Jesus.

% God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his
blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because
in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—

% he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and

the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
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See Vs 22 and Vs 24
Paul illuminates the instrument of our justification. i.e. The channel by which we get

this amazing righteousness.
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That js+---- faith/believing in Jesus Christ
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i.e. This righteousness comes not from within ourselves, it comes from another place,

and you get it by faith.
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Now it is important to realise that there is a very distinct difference between being

made righteous--- ‘by faith’ vs ‘because of faith’!
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In a contemporary world of inclusivity, it has become trendy to have a ‘faith’ or be a
person of faith---. But it is not the faith that is central, rather it is what you have faith

in that is important.
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Faith in itself is not the thing that saves you. Rather, faith brings you into the presence
of the One that does save you:

= Jesus — all who were to come after Jesus

= the One true God — all who believed before Jesus (cf vs 25; e.g. Chpt 4:22 Abraham -

This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”).
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i.e. Faith is merely a channel, merely an instrument.
In this simple truth, take heart, because even when your faith ‘feels’ shaky (which can
happen, we all have questions), the One who makes you righteous and saves stands

firm, unshakable!
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God is a God of Justice! So how is it that God can declare unrighteous people to
be righteous people when they’re not righteous people?

Righteousness is allotted based on deeds that align with God’s moral compass. And
although we don’t have these morals, someone else does----* Jesus!!

So, through faith in Jesus, we are made righteous. Hooray!!

---we are still left with a small dilemma; according to God’s justice, our unrighteous
acts cannot be simply overlooked:--. No matter how small the iniquity e.g. disobeying

parents (cf Deuteronomy).
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Example: A car was damage when a young boy slipped off his skateboard and the
board went smashing into the car. Now, even if the owner forgives the boy, there is still
damage to the car that remains and needs to be paid for so that it can be restored to
being right.
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So although God can make us righteous by faith in Jesus, God’s Justice demands our
iniquities must be punished; which according to God’s law, the wages of sin is death.
How can God make us righteous AND still punish our sin?

ANSWER: = JESUS------ oo JRRERRERER JESUS!!

% God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his

blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because
in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—
% he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and

the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
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In essence God poured out His righteousness and lavished it on us, and at the same
time,

He took our unrighteousness and allowed His Son Jesus to be the scapegoat for our
punishment as an act of atonement (action of making amends).

Amazingly, God did this because of His own righteousness!!! (Vs 25 “He did this to
demonstrate His righteousness”).

i.e. the very epitome of God’s righteousness is His amazing grace and love for us!!
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In Summary
In no uncertain terms, Romans 1-3 tells us that we all, without exception, are
unrighteous!!

“Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does what is right
and never sins’. Ecclesiastes 7:20
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With this, there are two concluding points:
1) First, let me reiterate the GOOD NEWS:; that is, in spite of our filthy unrighteous
acts:

e God lavishes His own perfect righteousness on us---.

e ---on us who have faith in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ

e thatis, it was Jesus who took the punishment [death] for our sins, in

accordance with God’s justice
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Take heart, you receive God’s full undiluted righteousness the moment your faith in
Christ is solidified. i.e. which means, if you have not yet come to faith in Jesus, you can
have God’s full and amazing righteousness right now, today.

Please, if you are here this morning and do not know the loving grace of Christ this
morning, please | encourage you to talk to one of the church members or leaders this

morning! There is nothing in your life that is more important!
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2) For those that are already followers of Christ, don’t forget where your righteousness
comes from; it is not of your own doing. Therefore, | implore you not to follow the
example of the Jews in Chpt 2 that hypocritically judge those around you. Remember,
we are no better than anyone else (think of Chpt 1).

It is fitting that this morning we are about to take communion together, as communion
essentially captures the very heart of Romans 1 to 3; that is, we come before God and
confess that we are sinners and “a/l our [self]righteous acts are like filthy rags’,
BUT:---..

our heavenly Father lavished His own righteousness on us by allowing His son, Jesus
Christ, to be broken (breaking of the bread), His blood spilled for us (the wine);

“He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our

justification” (Romans 4:25)
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This is truly amazing grace!!
CHNIEARYICEIRNEZEATY ! |

Let’s pray.
wUELE D,

NOTE: Response song = This is amazing grace (Phil Wickam)
J6&F This is amazing grace (7 4L - 74 v 1 Ls)

16



