MIC Worship Service — 2024.09.08

Title: “Love as Jesus Loved”

Text: John 13:34~35, NIV

3“4 new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one

another. * By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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Introduction

Love is a word we hear often, but it's also a word that can be misunderstood or watered down
in meaning. In today's world, love is often defined by emotion or convenience. But Jesus
challenges us to a different standard of love—a radical, selfless, sacrificial love that mirrors
His own. Understanding and embodying the love of Jesus is not just desirable—it is essential
for our spiritual growth and witness to the world.

This morning, we will explore what it means to love as Jesus loved, why it matters, and how

we can live it out.
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. The Command to Love Like Jesus
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John 13:34~35 gives us a clear directive from Jesus: “Love one another as | have loved you."

This is more than just a suggestion; it's a command. And the way Jesus loved wasn’t easy or

comfortable—it was sacrificial, enduring, and all-encompassing.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider the scene from John 13, where Jesus, the Lord of all, humbles

Himself to wash His disciples’ feet. This act of humility foreshadowed the ultimate act of

love—His sacrifice on the cross. Washing feet was the job of a servant, but Jesus did it to

demonstrate that love isn’t about status or entitlement; it's about service and sacrifice.
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In this moment, Jesus embodies the words of Philippians 2:5~7, where Paul writes, "Have this

mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of

God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the

form of a servant.”"Loving like Jesus means taking on the heart of a servant, putting others

before ourselves, and humbling our pride for the sake of others.
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St. Augustine once said, "What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the
feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to
hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.” To love like Jesus is to be His

hands and feet in the world.
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Il. The Measure of Love: Sacrifice
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Jesus loved us to the point of death. Romans 5:8 reminds us, "But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." Jesus didn’t wait for

us to be worthy of His love. He gave it freely, fully, and sacrificially.
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ILLUSTRATION: In Matthew 26:39, Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane, knowing the

suffering that awaits Him on the cross. Despite the overwhelming pain He faces, He prays,

"Not as | will, but as you will." This is sacrificial love—love that is willing to endure suffering

for the sake of others.
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When we think about loving like Jesus, we must understand that it's a love that costs

something. It’s not about convenience, but about /aying down our lives for others.
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1 John 3:16 - This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we

ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”
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APPLICATION: In our daily lives, loving like Jesus can mean making sacrifices for our families,

friends, and even those who hurt us. It might be giving up our time to listen to someone who's
hurting. It might be extending forgiveness to someone who wronged us, just as Christ forgave

us. We don’t love others because they deserve it but because Christ loved us first.
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I1l. The Power of Love in Action
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Jesus tells us in John 13:35 that the world will know we are His disciples by our love for one

another. Love is not just a feeling; it's an action. And /t’s by this love that we stand out as

followers of Christ.
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ILLUSTRATION: In the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25~37), Jesus paints a vivid

picture of love in action. The Samaritan, despite cultural and racial differences, goes out of his

way to care for a man who had been beaten and left for dead. While others passed by, the

Samaritan showed compassion, treated the man's wounds, and ensured his recovery.
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Jesus’ message here is clear: Love isn’t selective. |t crosses boundaries of race, status, and
convenience. To love like Jesus means to love those who are different from us, those who

can’t repay us, and even those who have hurt us.
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APPLICATION: Who are the “neighbors”in our lives that we need to love? Is it the difficult

coworker, the family member who's hurt us, or the friend who has drifted away? Loving like

Jesus means going beyond what’s comfortable, stepping out in faith, and serving others even

when it’s hard.
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Imagine the impact we could have if we truly loved others as Jesus loved us. Think about the

healing that could take place in our relationships, the reconciliation that could happen in our

families, and the testimony we could bear to a world that is starving for real love. Jesus didn't
call us to a safe love; He called us to a radical love, a love that can transform hearts, heal

wounds, and bring people to the cross.
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IV. The Source of Love: Jesus Himself
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Here's a sobering thought: We cannot love like Jesus on our own strength.
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1 John 4:19 — “We love because he first loved us.”
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Our ability to love comes from experiencing God’s love for ourselves. It's only when we are

filled with His love that we can pour it out to others.
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C.S. Lewis wrote, "Do not waste time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbor, act as if you
did. As soon as we do this, we find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you

loved someone, you will presently come to love him.”
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Love is a choice, not a feeling, and the power to choose love comes from the Spirit of God

working in us.
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APPLICATION: /f we find it difficult to love others, we need to ask ourselves if we've truly

encountered God'’s love for us. Do we understand the depth of His sacrifice, His forgiveness,
and His grace? As we grow in our relationship with Jesus, we become more like Him—and our

ability to love others grows as well.
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Conclusion

Love as Jesus Loved.
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Loving as Jesus loved is not easy, but it's what we are called to do as His followers. It's a love
that serves, a love that sacrifices, and a love that acts. When we love like this, we show the

world who Jesus is.
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Imagine the world seeing the love of Christ through us—through our actions, our forgiveness,
and our compassion. Imagine the testimony we could give to a world that is broken and
divided. Will we accept the challenge to love as Jesus loved, to be His hands and feet, and to

show the world what true love looks like?
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Let us ask God to fill our hearts with His love so that we can love others with the same

passion, sacrifice, and grace that He has shown us.
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Prayer: “Lord, we thank You for the love You have shown us through Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Help us to love others as You have loved us—sacrificially, selflessly, and unconditionally. Give
us the strength to love even when it’s difficult, and may our love point others to You. In Jesus'

name, Amen.”

) 2L BLEIEHIPEFAIR - FUXMZBLTALBICRL T LI > EFICRH L X
To HBRIDITBLZEL TSI 57T, ATcbIWIEZRT LI ENTE S LD ICEIT
TLEEE W, Z LT, b DENMMBDAALZHB/IZICEL ZENTELETLDIC, 41 TXDHH
ZICE->T, T—Av, ]



