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20Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The
coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, %! nor will people say, ‘Here it is,” or
‘There it is,” because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

22Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of
Man, but you will not see it. 22 People will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!” Do not go running off after
them. 24 For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one
end to the other. ?° But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.

26 “Jyst as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 People were eating,
drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came
and destroyed them all.

28 “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and
building. ?° But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.

30 “1t will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 3* On that day no one who is on the
housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back
for anything. 3 Remember Lot’s wife! 3 Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their
life will preserve it. 3| tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other
left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.” 136

37 “Where, Lord?” they asked. He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”
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Introduction

As we dive into Luke 17:20-~37, we are confronted with one of the most profound questions people asked
Jesus: “When will the Kingdom of God come?” Jesus' response shifts their focus away from merely looking
for signs, to understanding the nature of God's Kingdom and our readiness for its coming. This passage
speaks not only to the people of Jesus’ day but also to us as we await His return.
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Let us explore three (3) key truths from this text:
1. The Nature of the Kingdom of God

2. The Urgency of Preparation

3. The Warning of Judgment
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I. The Nature of the Kingdom of God — verses 20~21
I. #OEDARE-20-21 i
When the Pharisees asked Jesus when the Kingdom of God would come, His response surprised them:
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Luke 17:20~21 - “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor will
people say, ‘Here it is,” or ‘There it is,” because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”
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Jesus redirects their focus from outward, visible signs to something deeper and more personal—the
Kingdom is already present in their midst because Jesus, the King, is there.
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John 18:36 - Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”
Jesus’ Kingdom isn’t established by worldly power or signs but through His presence and reign in the hearts
of believers.
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Romans 14:17 — “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
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The Kingdom manifests through the life-changing work of God’s Spirit in our lives.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of a radio station broadcasting. Even though you can't see the radio waves, they
surround you, waiting for you to tune in. The Kingdom of God is present and active in the same way, even
if it is invisible to the naked eye. We tune into God's Kingdom by surrendering to His rule in our hearts.
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APPLICATION: The Kingdom is already here in a spiritual sense. Every time we live out Christ’s teachings—
showing love, forgiveness, humility, and mercy—we manifest the Kingdom. This means we don’t have to
wait for an apocalyptic event to experience God’s rule. The question is, are we allowing the Kingdom to
shape how we live today?
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Il. The Urgency of Preparation — verses 22~30)
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Jesus turns to His disciples and warns them that the days are coming when they will long to see His return,
but they should not be deceived by false claims (“There he is!” or “Here he is!”). He emphasizes that His
return will be unmistakable and sudden: “For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which
flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other” (v. 24). He then compares the days of His return
to the days of Noah and Lot, when people were going about their daily lives without concern for God's
judgment until it suddenly came upon them.
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Matthew 24:36~39 — 3¢ “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. & For
in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the
day Noah entered the ark; 3° and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and
took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.
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This passage parallels Luke’s account, emphasizing that no one knows the day or hour of Jesus' return, but
it will be like the days of Noah—unexpected.
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1 Thessalonians 5:2~3 - “For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly.”
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Jesus' return will catch many by surprise.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider a fire alarm drill. If you’re warned about a possible fire, but you don't take it
seriously because everything seems calm, you’ll be unprepared when the real fire happens. Likewise, many

live their lives as if Jesus' return is distant or irrelevant, not realizing it could come at any moment.
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APPLICATION: The urgency of this passage calls us to be spiritually vigilant. How are we preparing for Jesus’
return? Are we living with eternity in mind, or are we distracted by the pursuits of this world —our careers,
pleasures, or worries? Preparation isn't about setting dates or deciphering prophecies, but about faithful,
day-by-day discipleship.
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Ill. The Warning of Judgment - verses 31~37

III. FHxDELE -31-37 i

In verses 31~37, Jesus offers a sober warning: “On that day no one who is on the housetop, with
possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for
anything. Remember Lot’s wife!” (vv. 31~32). Lot's wife looked back at the city of Sodom with longing, and
as a result, she was judged. Jesus warns that when the Son of Man comes, our attachment to worldly
things can hinder our readiness.
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Luke 9:62 - Jesus said, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom
of God.”
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We are called to focus forward, not looking back at worldly entanglements.
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Colossians 3:2 — “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”
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Our hope should be anchored in eternity, not in temporal possessions or status.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a runner in a race who keeps looking behind him, constantly distracted by what's
left behind. Such a runner is bound to stumble or slow down. In the race of faith, looking back at our old
lives—the comforts, sins, or even distractions—can prevent us from finishing well.
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APPLICATION: What are we holding onto that would keep us from responding to Jesus’ call at His return? It
might not be literal possessions but things like past hurts, sinful habits, or unhealthy attachments. Now is
the time to let go of those things and live with eternity in view.
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Conclusion

Be ready for the Kingdom!
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Luke 17:20~37 challenges us with the reality of God’s Kingdom. Jesus warns that His return will be sudden
and unexpected. The Kingdom is both already present in our midst and still coming in full. We are called to
live with urgency, preparing for that day by living faithfully NOW!
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Practical Takeaways:
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1. Live with the Kingdom in mind. Every decision we make should be influenced by the reality of Christ’s
reign.
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2. Let go of worldly attachments. Anything that pulls us away from full devotion to God needs to be
surrendered.
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3. Be vigilant. Like the people in Noah's and Lot’s time, many will be unprepared. Let us not be counted
among them.
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Closing Prayer: "Lord, help us to live each day in the light of Your Kingdom. Teach us to prepare our hearts

for Your return, to surrender anything that would hinder us, and to live faithfully, knowing that Your coming
is nearer than we think. Amen."
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