Good Morning Everyone and welcome to Church. It’s the rare Sunday in the year where we
get to have loads of fun and toss the playbook out of the window as Pastor Joseph is away
and so is half the church. Now, in case you are wondering why that is.....Let me introduce
you to the person who predicted this very reason, almost 40 years ago! If you don’t believe
me ....Just listen. (0:29 secs) Yes, Jodie got married and that’s why I’'m up here instead of

Pastor Joseph.
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How has your Summer been so far? Did you get to spend some quality time traveling? |
know some of you went back home and some members of our Church have been on a non-
stop globe trotting mission. Some still are! It’s been a hot summer, hasn’ it? Today, | want to
talk about Summer. But not just any Summer! | want to talk to you about my Summer and

share with you just how God has been present and guided me through this summer.
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However, first allow me to let you in on a little secret of mine ..... | am Lightning McQueen!
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Lightning McQueen - | am speed! I’'m always in a hurry to get things done and | don’t like
wasting time. It’s the golden rule | follow. Don’t waste time and don’t waste my time. For

those of you who have watched the ‘Cars’ movie, you know what happens when McQueen



refuses a pit stop to change his tyres. He keeps going and just before the finish line, his tyres
burst leaving him to use every inch of his body to reach the finish line where he finishes in a
photo-finish for joint 1st literally by the tip of his tongue. | don’t drive but | ride a battery
operated bicycle that | bought two years ago.
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The lifespan on the battery is about 1,000 charges. Generally, you need to charge the battery
after every 50~80 kms depending on the power level and the speed you ride at. | always
rode my bicycle on maximum power and top gear mode, 3 - 3 nothing less, no matter the
slope, always full steam ahead. | am speed after all! Lo and behold at the start of this
summer, my battery started choking and reached its breaking point. | took it for repairs and
was told ‘You’ve overworked the battery and so what should have lasted for 10 years, was

donein 2'.
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Without a bicycle, commuting is a real hassle for me and would not just cost a lot of money

but would also take a lot of extra time.
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| reached out to Pastor Joseph inquiring about the church’s spare bicycle and was able to
borrow the one JL was using. Problem solved. Well, that is what | thought. 2 days into using
the bicycle, the back tire punctured at 10:10pm on my way home, breaking two spokes on
the back wheel as well. 4 kms from home! | had no choice but to start pushing the bike. It’s
summer time and this was when the humidity was high too. As | pushed the bicycle, | started

guestioning God.
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Why is this happening to me?
What do | do now? I’ve got to repair this bicycle or else | can’t return it to JL. How much will

it cost?

My bicycle has an exhausted battery and | can’t ride it. Do | buy a new battery?
Do | buy a new bicycle?

How much will it cost?
Do | have the money to spend for it?
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Anyway, the next day | gave in the Church bicycle for repairs and went back to riding my
cycle. Have you ever tried riding a battery-operated bicycle without the battery on? It

doesn’t move. You can pedal with all the force in the world but it moves at a snail’s pace.



What used to take me 17 minutes was now closer to 35. | was forced to slow down.
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And then it hit me, God was making me slow down! | am always so focused on what needs
to be done, so focused on ticking off the items on my to-do list that | was mentally and
physically not in a good place. This was having a big impact on my wife and my son. | was
always in this ‘annoyed’ or what we like to call ‘grudgy’ mood. | was noticing small things
that were making me upset because | just wanted everything to be done right and at the

right time.
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By the way, | don’t think there is anything wrong with that but sometimes we need to slow
down. We need to see the bigger picture and instead of noticing what’s wrong focus on
what’s right. | started enjoying my slow rides and then | figured it out. If | kept my battery
power mode on low and shifted my gears while coming to a halt and starting, the cycle
moved well. The battery worked. | can no longer go at full speed but I’'m ok with that

because I've understood what the best speed for me is.
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Let me be very honest with you. I've read the Bible many times - from start to finish. It was

what | did as a student instead of listening to the Reverend preach. As a result, | know a



Bible verse when it is quoted and I’'m familiar with most of the stories. However, this makes
it difficult for me to pick up a Bible every day and listen to what God has to say to me
because | have this feeling of been there, done that. However, over the last few years | have
found God speaking to me more and more through music. | feel more connected to the

message in the lyrics of Gospel songs and this summer was no different.
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This summer, through some really trying times | found comfort in the songs of Matthew
West. Do any of you know him? This morning, I'd like to share a few lyrics from three of his
songs that have carried me through my Summer. Songs that reminded me that God was

always there with me and still continues to be with me.
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Matthew West - Don’t Stop Praying

What’s your impossible? Your “I need a miracle”
What’s got you barely hanging by a single thread?
What looks so hopeless now? What weighs down your heart with doubt? You beg for a

breakthrough, but no sign of breakthrough yet

When you’ve cried, and you’ve cried ‘til your tears run dry
The answer won’t come, and you don’t know why

And you wonder if you can bow your head even one more time Don’t stop praying

Don’t stop calling on Jesus’ name Keep on pounding on Heaven’s door And let your knees



wear out the floor

Don’t stop believing
‘Cause mountains move with just a little faith

And your Father’s heard every single word you’re saying So, don’t stop praying
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Don’t stop Praying friends. No matter what the situation you are dealing with right now.
Sickness, Family Issues, Work Issues, Relationships, Finances, Future plans.....whatever it is,
don’t stop praying. | know, because I've been brought to my knees many many times and

God has always lifted me up.
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When we are born into a Christian family and grow up in a Christian surrounding, be it at
school or Church, some times it can be easy to take the Christian life for granted. When we

do that though, our faith is often tested. When people do not see Christ through us they

are going to ask for the proof of Christ in us.
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As Christians, we are called to live like Christ, every single day. That’s not easy. In fact, it is
not meant to be easy. It’s a challenge, and a challenge that we are bound to fail at, every
single day. So, what do we do? Give up? No, we get down on our knees and we don’t stop
praying. Praying for God to change us, to change our lives, our words, our deeds, so that one

frame at a time, people will see Jesus through us.
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Matthew West - The God Who stays

If | were you | would’ve given up on me by now
| would’ve labeled me a lost cause Cause | feel just like a lost cause
If I were you | would’ve turned around and walked away

I would’ve labeled me beyond repair Cause | feel like I’'m beyond repair

But somehow you don’t see me like | do Somehow you’re still here

You’re the God who stays You’re the God who stays

you’re the one who runs in my direction When the whole world walks away You’re the God
who stands with wide open arms

and you tell me nothing | have ever done can separate my heart

from the God who stays
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You see | have been given up on, | have given up on myself. | have been a lost cause and |
know how it feels like to be walked away from. | know the feeling when the whole world
walks away. I've been there. But God stayed. Which God some people might ask? The only
God | know. God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. | have felt his love in my darkest
moments. | have known his comfort in my deepest despair. | have seen him do the
impossible for me. | have no doubt that my God is the God who stays. Always carry that in

your heart, no matter what life throws at you.

X, BoBEERKEL, BOZRAR-7=Z2 60360 4, RN ML E-
TV EEDREBELNLNY ET, £2ICWEDTT, Th, ML I L4
IZWTLKTESWE LT, EOMERTL X 970 FADFI> TWAHME—DOMERTY, X
LM, FIR oM, L THERLIMTYT, FATRbEWBREICHEDE 2L £
L7 RAUTEWERE O THEROE D 2D £ Lz, FAOT-OIZARAIEEZ AIREIC L
TL IS o0k, AL, FAOMERIZV O b IINT, L EEVHITTF S S
THDHIEEFEUTRVWERA, HEXNERSRIIMERTNTL &L, &
IMIDZ EENODHLTREYFIT TR,

Finally, the third Matthew West song that has comforted me throught this Summer and I've

taken the liberty to change a few of the words to make it my own.
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Matthew West - The Last Song

I’'ve shared about my roots and spoken about my dreams I’'ve spoken about the people who
mean the most to me I’'ve told you about my son and I’ve told you about my wife It's how |

tell the story, the story of my life

I've shared about my Jesus and shared about my sin
shared about my falling down and getting back up again

I’'ve spoken about forgiveness and spoken about God’s grace It's how | tell the story of a life



forever changed

As long as | am breathing | will tell the world about Jesus
It's just my way of saying, "Thank You, Lord, for loving me"

I could try to sing a thousand songs about how good to me You've been
But for now I’ll keep on sharing until this sermon ends

I've prayed on my bike on my way to work
And I’'ve prayed here in Church in front and at the back But when the lights go out and when

my day is done My heart keeps on praying to an audience of One

Today’s message you might remember, well, most of you will forget But thanks to God, my
greatest message hasn't been heard yet 'Cause if this is my last, it won't be the last one that |

will share There's one more message that will live on for all eternity

I'll join with all the angels singing Heaven's melody
And I'll tell Jesus face to face, "Thank You, Lord, for loving me" I'll praise His name forever,
can't wait for that day when

The last message that | share will be a song that never ends
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