MIC Worship Service — 2024.09.29 [Christine May Balbuena’s Baptism]
Title: "A Call to Repentance and Baptism” — TBWRSH EINTT AN (GEfL) ANDIEUHTF ]

Text: Luke 3:1~18, NIV

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,

Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of
Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.

5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth. ¢ And all people will see God'’s salvation.”

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? & Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father.” For | tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for
Abraham. ° The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be
cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. ' John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share
with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 13 “Don’t collect
any more than you are required to,” he told them.

14Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t
accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the
Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “/ baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than | will
come, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn,
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 8 And with many other words John exhorted the
people and proclaimed the good news to them.
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Introduction

In Luke 3, we encounter John the Baptist, a man with a singular mission: to prepare the way for the Lord
by calling people to repentance and baptism. In a world not too different from ours—rife with political
unrest, moral decay, and spiritual complacency—John's message rings true today. His call was simple but
profound: "Repent and be baptized."
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Let’s explore this passage together by focusing on three key actions: Turn, Commit, and Produce.
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I. Turn to God with Repentance — verses 376
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3He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of

sins.? As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. ® Every valley shall be filled in, every



mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. ¢ And all
people will see God’s salvation.””

John'’s first and primary message was repentance. He proclaimed "a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins" (v. 3). To repent means to turn, to change direction. We are not merely sorry for our
sins; we decide to leave them behind.
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Repentance is a total life transformation. John quotes Isaiah, declaring, “Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for Him” (v. 4). Repentance prepares our hearts for Christ. Imagine a crooked path
that needs to be straightened. Repentance is the spiritual act of removing obstacles—pride, greed, lust—
so that God can have full access to our lives.
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ILLUSTRATION: Picture a clogged pipe. Water can't flow freely until the obstruction is removed. Likewise,
the flow of God's Spirit in our lives is hindered by unrepented sin. When we repent, we “clear the path" for
God's work of changing us.
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In his book I Surrender, Patrick Morley writes that the church's integrity problem is in the misconception
“that we can add Christ to our lives, but not subtract sin. It is a change in belief without a change in
behavior." He goes on to say, "It is revival without reformation, without repentance." (Quoted by C.
Swindoll, John The Baptizer, Bible Study Guide, p. 16.)
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In Acts 2:38, after Peter preached at Pentecost, he called the people to “repent and be baptized” so that
they might receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Repentance is always the first step toward spiritual renewal.

APPLICATION: Ask yourself today: What areas of my life need to be straightened? What sins do | need to
confess and forsake? This is not a one-time act but an ongoing process. Regularly examine your heart and
turn back to God. If we put off repentance another day, we have a day more to repent of, and a day less to
repentin.
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Il. Commit to Baptism as a Public Declaration - verses 7~8
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7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? & Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father.” For | tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for
Abraham.
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John's baptism was not just symbolic; it was a public declaration of an inward change. When we commit to
baptism, we are showing the world that we have died to sin and are raised to new life in Christ.
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A. Baptism signifies cleansing and identification with Christ. In Romans 6:4, Paul reminds us, “We were
therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Through baptism, we identify with the
death and resurrection of Christ.
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B. Warning to the insincere. John’s rebuke to the crowd in verses 7~8 is sharp: “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Baptism without
true repentance is meaningless. It’s not an outward ritual that saves us but the inward transformation it
represents.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine someone wearing a wedding ring but living as if they were single. The ring signifies
a covenant, but without commitment, it’s just an accessory. Baptism is like that ring—it’s the outward sign
of an inward reality.
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The Bohemian reformer John Hus firmly believed that the Scriptures were the ultimate and infallible
authority in all matters. For this conviction, he was martyred by burning at the stake [pyre; burning post] in
Constance, Germany, on his forty-second (42" birthday. When offered one last chance to renounce his
faith, Hus refused, declaring, "What I have taught with my lips, | will seal with my blood." Commitment!
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APPLICATION: Baptism is not just for tradition’s sake. It’s a bold commitment to walk in the newness of life.
If you’ve never been baptized, what’s holding you back? If you have been baptized, are you living in a way
that reflects the new life you’ve publicly declared?
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lll. Produce Fruit That Reflects True Repentance — verses 8~14
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John does not merely call for repentance; he demands that repentance be proven by the way we live.
"Produce fruit in keeping with repentance" (v. 8). True repentance always bears fruit in a changed life.
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Repentance affects every area of life. When the crowds asked John, “What should we do then?” (v. 10),
he gave practical examples. To the tax collectors, he said, “Don’t collect more than you are required to.”
To the soldiers, “Don’t extort money and be content with your pay” (v. 13~14). Repentance isn't just a
feeling; it translates into tangible actions.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of a tree. You recognize its health by its fruit. If the tree is rooted in good soil,
watered, and taken care of, it will bear fruit. In the same way, when we are rooted in Christ, our lives will
naturally show good fruit—generosity, integrity, love, peace.

72, REBWEHNRTATLIEEI W, ZORIMEELE DI IE, BICL>ThhrdH0Td, HLZED
AABWEHEICIRE L, ABEZ N, FANIAENNIE, EE2H/EITLLE Y, TNERL LS IS, A2 BA
FURMIBITLTONIE, FA-BDOAEIFBRIC. BRE, HES, B, FHEWLWL7T-RLWEZHERZ LT
L&D,

In Galatians 5:22~23, Paul lists the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These are not just suggestions; they are the evidence of a life
transformed by God.
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APPLICATION: What kind of fruit is your life producing? Is it consistent with the repentance you profess?
True repentance will affect how you treat others—your generosity, honesty, and humility will reflect
Christ's work in you.
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Conclusion
John the Baptist’s message of repentance and baptism is as relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago. Turn

to God with repentance, commit to baptism, and produce fruit that reflects true repentance. These are not
mere religious activities—they are marks of a life truly transformed by God.
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Life Application HBE-DANEDT=HIC

1. If you haven’t repented, today is the day to turn to God. Ask Him to show you areas where you need to
change.

2. If you’ve never been baptized, consider making that public commitment.

3. If you’ve already been baptized, examine the fruit of your life. Are you living out the repentance you
once professed?
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Let us respond to John's call as we prepare the way for Christ in our hearts, homes, and communities.
Repent, be baptized, and live a life that bears fruit.
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PRAYER: “Lord, we come before You with hearts that need transformation. Help us to turn from our sins,
commit fully to You, and live lives that bear good fruit. May Your Spirit guide us in our repentance and
strengthen us to walk in newness of life. In Jesus’ precious Name, Amen.”
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