MIC Worship Service — 2024.10.06 Missions Month
Title: "God's Heart for the Nations"
Text: Psalm 67:1~7 (NIV)
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I May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—? so that your ways
may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.

3 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.

4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the
nations of the earth.

° May the peoples praise you, God: may all the peoples praise you.

¢ The land yields its harvest: God, our God, blesses us.

"May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.
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Introduction

As we dive into this psalm, we get a glimpse of God’s heart for the nations. Psalm 67 is often
referred to as a “missionary psalm”because it reveals God’s desire that all people, from
every tribe and nation, come to know and worship Him. Today, we will unpack what it means

to have a heart for the nations and how this aligns with God’s ultimate plan for the world.
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I God’s Blessings Are Meant to Spread His Glory — verses 1~2
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I May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—? so that your ways

may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.
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This psalm opens with a prayer for blessing, echoing the priestly blessing in Numbers
6:24~26.
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2 “The Lord bless you and keep you, % the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to

you; % the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”
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But the reason for the blessing in Psalm 67:1~2, is clear: /it’s not just for personal gain or

comfort but for God’s ways to be known on earth and His salvation to spread among all

nations.
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In Genesis 12:1~3, God’s promise to Abraham was that through him “a/l peoples on earth
will be blessed.”
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Similarly, in Matthew 5:14~16, Jesus calls His followers the “/ight of the world,” not to hide

under a bowl but to shine for all to see.
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ILLUSTRATION: In the story of Israel, they were often blessed by God with victories,

provision, and guidance. But these blessings weren’t just for Israel. God’s purpose was always

global. For example, when Israel crossed the Jordan River and conquered Jericho, Rahab, a

foreigner, became a recipient of God’s salvation.
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Joshua 6:25 - But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to
her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the

/sraelites to this day.
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John Stott, a British Anglican priest and theologian who was noted as a leader of the
worldwide evangelical movement, said, “We must be global Christians with a global vision

because our God is a global God.”
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This reflects the truth of this psalm: God'’s blessings are not limited to one nation but are

intended to lead the entire world to Him.
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APPLICATION: When you pray for God’s blessings in your life, ask yourself: How can these

blessings be used to further God’s kingdom? Consider how your time, talents, and resources
can be directed toward making His salvation known. Support missions financially, volunteer in

community outreach, or share the gospel with someone who may have never heard it before.
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Il. God’s Desire is for All Nations to Worship Him - verses 3~5
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*May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. * May the nations be glad
and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth. ° May
the peoples praise you, God, may all the peoples praise you.
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In these three (3) verses, the word, “peoples” was used five (5) times and the word,
“nations” was used two (2) times. The emphasis is unmistakable: God'’s ultimate desire is
that every nation, tribe, and tongue would come to worship Him. His rule is just, and His
guidance is righteous. Therefore, the nations have every reason to rejoice and sing for joy.
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In Revelation 7:9, we read about John’s vision of a great multitude from “every nation, tribe,

people, and language” standing before the throne and worshiping the Lamb (Jesus Christ).
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In Isaiah 56:7, God declares that His house (temple) will be a “house of prayer for all
nations.”
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ILLUSTRATION: In Acts 10, we see Peter’'s encounter with Cornelius, a Roman centurion.

Though Cornelius was a Gentile, God made it clear to Peter that the gospel was not just for
the Jews but for all people. This led to Cornelius and his household being saved and

baptized, showing God’s desire to bring salvation to the nations.
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Charles Spurgeon, so-called the "Prince of Preachers”once said, “/t is the whole world to

which we must look, and we must have pity upon it. Never rest satistfied with the limited

sphere of your own individual exertions. Extend your work to the utmost bounds of the earth.”
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APPLICATION: How can you contribute to the spread of the gospel to other nations? Perhaps

you can participate in a short-term mission trip, support an international missionary, or even
begin by praying for a specific unreached people group. Websites like Joshua Project
(https.//www.joshuaproject.net/) list many such groups you can start praying for. // Actually,

when preparing to come to Japan as missionaries, this is one of the websites we'd looked into

to get a better understanding of what the spiritual condition of Japan is.
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lll. God’s Justice and Righteousness Are for All People - verse 4
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4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the

nations of the earth.


https://www.joshuaproject.net/
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God is not a God of partiality. He rules all people with justice and righteousness. While human
governments may fail in equity and justice, God'’s reign is perfect, and His will is that every
person, regardless of nationality, experiences His just and righteous rule.
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Paul preached that God made all nations from one man and placed them on earth so they

would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him.
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Acts 17:26~27 — %6 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole

earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their

lands. ¥’ God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him,

though he is not far from any one of us.
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Psalm 96:10 — Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” The world is firmly established, it
cannot be moved, he will judge the peoples with equity.
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ILLUSTRATION: In the book of Jonah, God sent Jonah to preach repentance to the people of

Nineveh, a Gentile city. Despite Jonah’s reluctance, God’s mercy extended to the people of

Nineveh when they repented, showing that God’s justice and salvation are available to all

people, not just Israel.
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Missionary Hudson Taylor declared with such conviction that many who heard him became

missionaries too, “The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command

to be obeyed.”
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This reflects the psalm’s call for the nations to come under God’s righteous rule and

experience His justice.
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APPLICATION: As believers, we should advocate for justice in our own communities while

also praying for and supporting global efforts that bring the message of God’s righteousness
to the world. This could mean volunteering for social justice initiatives, supporting
humanitarian work, or being vocal about the need for spiritual as well as physical care for

oppressed peoples.
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Conclusion

God’s has a global plan. This global plan is meant to be fulfilled through us.
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Psalm 67:6~7 - ¢ The land yields its harvest: God, our God, blesses us. ” May God bless us still,
so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.
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The psalm closes with the vision of a harvest—both a physical and spiritual one. God blesses
us so that His name will be feared, loved, and worshiped in every corner of the earth. We are
called to be participants in this global mission.
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APPLICATION:

1. Take some time this week to pray for a nation or people group you know little about.
Operation World (https.//operationworld.org/) has an app that provides information

on the spiritual state of the nations.

2. You could even adopt a nation or a missionary to regularly pray for and support.

3. Reflect on how your personal resources (financial, time, skills) can contribute to
spreading God’s kingdom. Whether it’s through local outreach or global missions, God is

calling each of us to be involved in His global plan.


https://operationworld.org/
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Let us commit ourselves to being vessels of God’s blessings, so that His ways may be known

on earth and His salvation experienced among all nations.
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PRAYER: "Father, thank You for Your heart for the nations. You have blessed us in so many
ways, and we ask that these blessings would be used to make Your salvation known
throughout the earth. Help us to have a global vision, to be willing to step out of our comfort
zones, and to take part in Your mission. May all the nations praise You, and may we be faithful

to our role in bringing the gospel to all people. In Jesus' name, Amen.”
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