MIC Worship Service — 2024.10.13
Title: "Partners in the Gospel"
Text: Philippians 1:3~11, NIV
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31 thank my God every time | remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with
joy ° because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, ¢ being confident of this,
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
"It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since | have you in my heart and, whether | am
in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God'’s grace with me.® God
can testify how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, 1% so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ, ! filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory
and praise of God.
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Introduction

Partnerships are powerful. Whether in business, marriage, or friendship, when people come
together with a common purpose, they can accomplish extraordinary things. Today, we’ll explore
the idea of partnership in a very specific context: advancing the gospel. In his letter to the
Philippians, Paul writes about the joy and gratitude he feels because of their partnership in the
gospel. What can we learn from this about our role in supporting and advancing God’s mission in
the world?
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l. Gratitude for Gospel Partnerships —verses 3~5
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31 thank my God every time | remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with
joy ®because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now
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Paul’s joy and gratitude are unmistakable here. The Philippian church wasn'’t just a group of
distant acquaintances; they were deeply involved in Paul’s ministry. They partnered with him
by praying for him, supporting him financially, and even sending aid when he was in need
(Philippians 4:16). This partnership went beyond words—it was action!!!
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Philippians 4:16 - for even when | was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when |
was in need.
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The Macedonian churches, including Philippi, gave generously even in their poverty to support
other believers. This was a tangible expression of their partnership in the gospel.
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2 Corinthians 8:1~5 — And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that
God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy
and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For | testify that they gave as much as
they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, #they urgently pleaded with
us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. ®> And they exceeded our
expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also
to us.
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ILLUSTRATION: The early church in Acts provides another powerful example of partnership. In
Acts 4:32~35, we see how believers shared everything they had so that no one was in need.

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was
their own, but they shared everything they had. 32 With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in
them all 3#that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who
owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales® and put it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.
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This mutual support fueled the spread of the gospel, as people were drawn to the love and unity of
the believers.
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APPLICATION: We are called to be partners in the gospel today, just as the Philippians were in
Paul’s time. How can we express this partnership?

e Supporting missionaries (e.g., a Japanese family that now serves in Indonesia; | won’t
mention their names for security reason, but we can give more information in private; also,
Nina’s older brother, Joboy and his wife, in the Philippines);

e Supporting local ministries (Word of Life Press; Japan CCC; our sister church, a Filipino
group in Kyoto City, etc.); and,

e Supporting church planting efforts (The book, Operation Japan published in 2019, states
that Japan has 814 cities. Out of those, 102 cities have only one (1) church each and 18
cities have no church at all! Also, there are 1,616 identified foreign missionaries. The
missionary/population ratio is 1:79,150 (= one missionary must reach out to 79,150 people).
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Supporting financially is one way. But it doesn’t end there. We are also called to partner through
prayer, encouragement, and even personal involvement. Ask yourself, “How can | be an active
partner in advancing the gospel?”
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Il. Confidence in God's Work Through Our Partnerships —verse 6
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6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
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Paul was confident that God was at work in the Philippians, and that this work would continue until
Christ’s return. Their partnership wasn’t just a one-time act; it was part of a lifelong journey of
gospel advancement. Paul believed that the work of the gospel—both in the Philippians and
through them—would be brought to completion by God Himself.
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1 Corinthians 3:6~7 — 61 planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it
grow. ’ So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who
makes things grow.
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Paul reminds the Corinthian church that while one plants and another waters, it is God who makes
things grow. In other words, our partnerships are essential, but it’s ultimately God who brings the
fruit.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider the story of Nehemiah. When he was rebuilding the walls of
Jerusalem, the people worked together tirelessly, each person taking responsibility for a section of
the wall (Nehemiah 3). They were confident that God was with them, and despite opposition, they
completed the work. Similarly, we trust that God will bring to fruition the gospel work that we are
involved in, both locally and globally.
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APPLICATION: When you support a missionary (individuals/families), ministry (DMI, Bible
Schools, etc.), or church (MIC), you are sowing seeds of the gospel. Sometimes, we may not see
immediate results, but we can trust that God is faithfully working.
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Be encouraged—God will bring to completion the work He begins through our partnerships. Stay
committed, whether through giving, prayer, or serving, and trust God to bring the increase.
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lll. The Depth of Love in Gospel Partnerships —verses 7~8
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"It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since | have you in my heart and, whether | am
in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.2 God
can testify how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
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Paul’s partnership with the Philippians was marked by deep love and affection. They didn’t
simply give resources—they shared in his sufferings, supported him in times of trial, and defended
the gospel alongside him. Their partnership was built on the foundation of Christ’s love, which
bound them together in a powerful way.
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The Philippian believers were deeply invested in Paul and his ministry. They were committed in
supporting him. It's a practical demonstration of what Jesus said in the Gospel record.
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Matthew 6:20~21 - 2° But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do
not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2! For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.
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In Romans 12:10 Paul encourages believers to “be devoted to one another in love” and to
“honor one another above yourselves.” This is the kind of love that fuels gospel partnerships.
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ILLUSTRATION: In John 13:34~35, Jesus tells His disciples, “A new command | give you:
Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another.” This love is the
foundation of Christian community and partnership. The world will know we are Christ’s disciples
by our love for one another.
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APPLICATION: Gospel partnerships should be more than transactional—they should be
relational. Do you know the missionaries or ministries you support? Do you pray for them
personally and regularly? Perhaps God is calling you to deepen your connection with those you
partner with, to share in their joys and struggles, and to support them with Christlike love.
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IV. Growing Together in Love, Knowledge, and Discernment — verses 9~11
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9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, 1% so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ, *filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory
and praise of God.
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Paul’s prayer for the Philippians wasn'’t just for their partnership to continue, but for them to grow
in love, knowledge, and discernment. He wanted their love for Christ and for one another to
deepen and mature, so that they would be equipped to live out their calling in a way that honored
God.
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ILLUSTRATION: In Luke 10:38~42, we see Jesus’ interaction with Mary and Martha. While
Martha was busy with tasks, Mary chose to sit at Jesus’ feet and learn from Him. Jesus
commended Mary for choosing what was better. In our gospel partnerships, we must prioritize
growing in knowledge and love for Christ, which will naturally flow into fruitful ministry.
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APPLICATION: As partners in the gospel, we are called to constantly grow in our faith, love, and
discernment. This means investing time in studying God’s Word, praying for wisdom, and seeking
to live out our faith with integrity. A growing partnership is a healthy partnership. Encourage

those you support to keep maturing in their faith, and commit to your own spiritual growth as well.
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Conclusion

Let us become active Partners in the Gospel!
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Paul’s gratitude for the Philippians shows us the deep value of gospel partnerships. The work of
advancing the kingdom of God is not a solo mission—it’s a communal effort. Whether
through financial support, prayer, or personal involvement, each of us has a role to play in this
great mission.
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As we reflect on this passage, let’s commit to being faithful partners in the gospel. How is
God calling you to be more active in supporting His mission? Perhaps it's through prayer, financial
support, or even taking a more direct role in mission work. Whatever it may be, remember that our
partnerships are ultimately to the glory and praise of God.
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Closing Prayer: "Lord, thank You for the opportunity to be partners in the gospel. Help us to be
faithful in supporting Your mission, whether through giving, prayer, or personal involvement. Teach
us to grow in love, knowledge, and discernment as we serve together for Your glory. Strengthen
the partnerships we have, and may Your gospel continue to advance throughout the world. In
Jesus’ name, Amen."
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