Sermon
27 October 2024

Then I am Strong
(BBFINE ZICZZ) FAITFRND DL TY

Greetings.
Share DMI’s developments since last visit.
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* Published blog book, started new Chats blog, Producing NLs
* Produced PR videos

Visits/successes to US churches

* IGAs start in Uganda

Water fountains in Congo

Housing loan for field leaders

* School loan fund

* African Bible School

New Borehole and pump for Uganda

Bambanze’s mill

Raised $25,000 for Myanmar food emergency

Food distribution in Myanmar, Congo etc

Myanmar 25 year silver anniv.

Patrick and Arsene graduate

Ivory Coast first FH school

Didier and Notuan training in Philippines

New Sunday schools start in Egypt

Training in China, SUN training with Wycliffe
Philippines mission trip, New Davao church

* Dozens of baptisms - DAU, DAT, DAMR, DAC, Phil ++
180 churches and fellowships continue to minister to 6,000 every week
Fatherheart schools
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I want to share all these developments with you because the support MIC as a
church and many of you as individuals have given has enabled us to achieve this,
so thank you.

I also want to share this because it’s just awesome to see all these fields advancing!
We have been doing a great job!
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But I want to share something personal with just you, my home church here in
Japan.
I want to be vulnerable with you:
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I don’t know why I'm in this job.
I have no history with the Deaf.
I have no Deaf family or friends.
I can’t sign.



I don’t like to travel.

I'm illness and accident prone when I do travel.
I’'m not terribly well organised.

I have a bad memory.

I’'m hopeless with numbers (and budgets!)
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Yes for some reason, I travel around the world speaking sometimes to many
hundreds of people at a time for DMI as a supposed expert on the Deaf in
developing countries and being welcomed into our fields like a king.

But that’s like a joke.
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I'm not remotely an expert on Deaf matters and 'm more like a pauper than a
king. The truth is I feel very weak and inadequate, and carry a concern about my
lack of wisdom and inability to do the job. It's something that constantly plagues

me and that I pray about almost daily.
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(It’s not only this ministry work, by the way. Back when I was pastoring here,
most of the time I felt inadequate to the task, I was nervous every Sunday before
speaking, and I wondered why God had put me in such a position.)

(BRI, ZOZEIIDMIDOI=A R —IlZOWTIEITTIEHY T8 A, A Z Z MIC
THEEZ L CWEES, FEALEDOEE. BOOIARREZERL, MHEAEHIZIA vE—Y
HEEARNCEEL, REMEEIIE D2 Z DL ) NGB NT-DEA I mER S8 0
<9, )



Now I'm in this senior position with DMI and again I find myself feeling utterly
inadequate for the task.

This is not some kind of false humility. This is genuine humility - It makes no
sense that God would use me in this way!
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But there’s some good news. I'm not alone in feeling this way.
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I can’t tell you how much I relate to what Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:
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| have been constantly on the move. | have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits...; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in
danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. | have laboured and

toiled and have often gone without sleep [for me, usually in airport lounges]; |
have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have been
cold and naked. Besides everything else, | face daily the pressure of my
concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and | do not feel weak?

2 Corinthians 11:26-29a
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I get this! And maybe you do, too - each of us in our own way, feels weak and
incapable of doing God’s work (how could we do God’s work?!) certainly to the
standards that we read about in best-selling Christian books. I know I feel weak
and tired and in need of prayer a lot of the time!

Paul goes on in the following chapter. On top of these struggles, he says:
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| was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three
times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’'s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when
| am weak, then | am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:7b-10
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Paul’s experience has become a Biblical truth for us all: that the power of
Christ is manifest when we are weak.
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The Bible is loaded with examples of this.

Think of the disciples in Matthew 14.

There are 5,000 hungry people. It’s late in the day.

The disciples have a very good, sensible solution: get rid of them. Send them
home.

Jesus’ solution: “You give them something to eat.”

Now, there were 5 small loaves and 2 fish for 5,000 people..
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In Australia we would have a two word response to this: "Yeah, right!’

But Jesus then says five amazing words: “Bring them here to me” and in those
words we see the disciples’ weakness and doubt become God’s strength and glory.
“For when | am weak, then | am strong.”
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Think of the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4. She was at the well in
the middle of the day because she was a social outcast. She was an immoral
Samaritan woman. The last sort of person that a Jewish man (or anyone
really) would talk to. This woman was on the bottom rung of society. And
almost any lifestyle advice she might have to give would surely be of no value
whatsoever. Except for one thing: she had an encounter with Jesus.

INFOEEEAEICH TS DHFTICKERAICKEY ) T NEHEOZ 252 ThHE
Lt9, WiFEnbiZtesHEanTtni=o T, BEMICHFICWE L., i3 E
WY~ T ANLET L, 24 Y ANFBMEcE->T (borWEEbZLificE->TH) —
BB LT D ENVWEHSRATLE, ZOLHFItESEDICW DT, £ LT,
WD EITIRTA TAZANDT RNA A% Lzt LTH, MiEW A TOME S 720>
72TCLX Y, HlE—2DZ L EFRWTIE : ki3 = AR EHE 72D T,

This weak, inconsequential woman ran off to tell the whole village about this

Jesus fellow and two remarkable things happened as a result:

1. “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony” (v39)

2. After the ‘come and see’ testimony of the woman, they said “We no longer
believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”
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We don’t need to be strong or adequate or impressive. We need God to be
strong and adequate and impressive. And He is!
“For when | am weak, (the power of Christ is present and) then | am strong.”
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Two things we need to note regarding this strength that God gives us in our

weakness:

1. “When I am weak, then I am strong” is not an invitation to reckless and ill-
prepared ministry. It doesn't excuse laziness, tepid prayer or an aversion to
ministry training. But it does mean it’s okay to be weak and to feel inadequate
when there is an opportunity for ministry. Weakness is not an excuse to avoid
ministry.

2. In His provision, God doesn’t only give us personal strength for the task, He
gives us other people for the task. He puts good, wonderful, imperfect and
sometimes weird people around us so that we’re not alone in this work. This is
an important understanding! We’re not only looking for strength within but
for the strength around us, too.
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These two points not withstanding, I suspect most of you have the same feelings
of inadequacy that I experience when it comes to any kind of ministry.
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I know Alan shares my feelings. Alan is one of our Deaf pastors in the Philippines.
He said, “I remember my first time to stand and preach - I felt so weak I could
barely stand up! I was trembling so much. But by God’s grace I preached and it
seemed to go well. I thank God for that but it wasn’t an easy feeling for me. Now,
looking back, I can see how God used my weakness and made something good
from it and I'm so thankful for that.”

Alan's church has grown from 10 to 30 and he now has 4 assistants helping him
with outreach.

When | am weak, then | am strong.
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Dennis also shares my feelings. Dennis was a healthy young boy who was
trained as a child soldier in Uganda. At the age of 10, he caught cerebral
malaria, died but at his funeral 3 days later came back to life. However, he
was now deaf, mute, crippled and had cerebral palsy. But despite these
disabilities - despite these weaknesses - God called him to ministry.

(Do you who can hear, speak, walk and get around without too much trouble
still feel inadequate for ministry?)

After a series of miracles and dreams, Dennis, was able to walk again and he
graduated from school and then seminary. The whole time, he felt weak and
scared. Today he is the principal of our vocational school of 300 students.
When | am weak, then | am strong.
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| could give more examples from our fields but we would be here all day.
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I have a heart for missions. I have a heart to see the gospel of Jesus shared with
everyone. I would love everyone to know the good news that Jesus Christ was
God in the flesh, that He lived a perfect life, that he died a criminal’s death on a
cross to pay for our sin, that He rose again from the dead to defeat death, that He
lives today! and that he offers the forgiveness of sins, the gift of His Holy Spirit
and eternal life for all who call on His name and follow Him. That's the good

news I would love everyone to know and experience.
Altar call.
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And I want to encourage you who know Jesus and walk with Him to have a heart
for missions, too, and to seek (or continue seeking) God to understand what that
might look like for you. I want to urge you to consider how you can serve in
missions right here in Minoh (local outreach is so important!), as well as in other
areas of Japan and even overseas, maybe with me. I would love a team from MIC
to join me on a missions trip to our school in the Philippines for a week. Would
you pray on that?
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And I'll tell you now, there are lots of reasons why you should not get involved in
missions.
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You might simply and honestly feel, I don’t have much to offer (like the disciples,
like the woman at the well, like Alan, like Dennis, like me.)...
Jesus says, “Bring it (your offering) here to me.”
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I don’t really have any gifting in this area.
Jesus says, “(Whatever gifting you have) bring it here to me.”
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I don’t have any experience. (Of course, you never will if you don’t start!)
Jesus says, “Bring it here to me.”
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I don’t have much time. (Truer words than you know!)
Jesus says, “Bring it here to me.”
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I don’t have much money.
Jesus says, “Bring it here to me.”
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I struggle with anxiety.
Jesus says, “Bring it here to me.”
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I'm shy.
Jesus says, “Bring it here to me.”
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Why when we have so many reasons not to go on missions, should we consider
going on missions?

Firstly, because the love of Christ compels us.

But also because we know the truth that when we are in Christ, His power is
manifest when we are weak.

“When I am weak, then I am strong.”
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God is strong in our weakness. The power of Christ is manifest in our weakness.
It’s His work. And if we remain faithful to Him, He multiplies what we bring.
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Pray.
FVEL X I,



(Outtakes - not for translation)

I said before that I don’t know why I'm in this job. That’s not actually true. I
know why I'm in this job (just like I know why God called me to pastor at MIC all
those years ago).

I'm in this job with DMI because God called me to it.

It was God’s leading and confirmation of it that I joined DMI.

Testimony of calling.

“Thank you so much for your letter and offer of help and your suggestions of
working together with DMI. I am so excited I can hardly breathe! So much of
what you have mentioned is just what we have been needing and have discussed
in our office meetings over the past weeks. ...Your ideas and proposals are so
encouraging to us and I can hardly believe this is happening.”

Even so, I was so nervous about contacting Neville, and then sitting at that first
board meeting, and then going on that first trip to Myanmar. There was a sense of
‘What are you doing?!

God gave me strength where I was lacking.



