MIC Worship Service — 2024.11.03

Title: “Courageous Faith”

Text: Deuteronomy 31:6, NIV

"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your

God goes with you, he will never leave you nor forsake you."”
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Introduction

As we come together for the /nternational Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP), we
join millions of believers across the globe to stand in solidarity with our persecuted Christian

family.
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[NOTE: This message draws heavily from the IDOP website for information.]
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The theme for this year’s IDOP, “Courageous Faith,” is rooted in God’s command to His
people in Deuteronomy 31:6—a call to strength and courage in the face of uncertainty, danger,

and fear. This message is especially touching in today’s world, where persecution is a daily

reality for many Christians. Despite intense adversity, these believers remain resolute, holding

tightly to their faith in Jesus Christ. They are living examples of courageous faith.
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I. The Reality of Persecution
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The statistics of global persecution are sobering:
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o Over 5,000 Christians have been martyred for their faith this past year alone.
e More than 14,000 properties belonging to Christians have been attacked.

o 316 million Christians live under severe persecution.
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These numbers represent more than data; they represent men, women, and children—our
spiritual family. From the Middle East to Africa, from Asia to parts of the West, followers of
Jesus are facing oppression simply because they love Christ. This reminds us of Hebrews
13:3: “Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison,
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.”
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Also in Romans 12:15b: “Mourn with those who mourn.”
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In other words, we are called to empathize deeply with the persecuted, feeling their pain as if

it were our own.
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Il. A Call to Stand Strong and Courageous
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In Deuteronomy 31:6, God gives the Israelites this command just as they prepare to enter the

Promised Land. "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them,
for the LORD your God goes with you,; he will never leave you nor forsake you
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They were facing powerful enemies, but God assured them of His unwavering presence. This

same God who was with the Israelites is with our brothers and sisters facing persecution

today. The same God is with us as we stand in solidarity with them.
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Jesus warned His followers that persecution would come: “/f the world hates you, keep in
mind that it hated me first”(John 15:18). He goes on to say, “/n this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Despite the suffering they
endure, persecuted Christians cling to this promise. The power of God is evident in their
unwavering commitment, echoing the courage of Paul who, despite suffering countless
hardships, declared, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).
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lll. Lessons from the Courageous Faith of the Persecuted
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Our persecuted family models three (3) essential principles of faith for us:
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A. Endurance in Suffering
James 1:2~4 reminds us, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
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produces perseverance.” Our persecuted Christian family teaches us that trials are not
just something to endure but can be transformative, producing endurance and maturity.

Just as a diamond is formed under pressure, so faith grows through suffering.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of the story of Richard Wurmbrand, a Romanian pastor who spent 14

years in prison for his faith. His suffering was immense, yet he emerged with an even stronger
commitment to Christ. In the darkness of his cell, he saw the light of God’s love and grew
closer to Jesus. Wurmbrand'’s story (See, Tortured for Christ) reminds us that faith can thrive

even in the most hostile environments.
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B. Trust in God’s Sovereignty
Romans 8:28 assures us, “And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” Our
persecuted Christian family trusts in God’s purposes even when they don'’t
understand why they suffer. Their lives remind us that God is at work even in the

most painful situations.
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ILLUSTRATION: A church in Egypt was bombed, yet the Christians who survived continued to
gather to worship. When asked why they did not flee, they replied, “Our hope is in Jesus, not in
our circumstances.” This kind of faith reveals a deep trust that God is in control, even in the

midst of chaos.
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C. Unwavering Hope in Eternal Life
Persecuted Christians demonstrate a profound hope that transcends this world.
Jesus said in Matthew 5:10~12, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven--- Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven.” The hope of heaven sustains them,

knowing that their suffering is temporary, but the joy of eternity is everlasting.
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ILLUSTRATION: Many persecuted believers report dreams or visions of Jesus comforting

them. They speak of sensing God’s peace in the midst of violence, a peace that surpasses all
understanding (Philippians 4:7). These accounts remind us that God is near to the
brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18) and that He does not abandon His children.
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IV. Our Response to Their Courageous Faith
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As we observe the IDOP, we are invited to do more than pray for our persecuted brothers and

sisters; we are called to fearn from them and stand with them. Hebrews 12:1~2 calls us

to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith.” As they run their race, we can support them by:
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A. Praying for their Strength and Protection
Ephesians 6:18 urges us to “pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of

prayers and requests.” Pray that God will fortify their hearts and shield them from

harm.
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B. Advocating for their Rights
Proverbs 31:8~9 calls us to “Speak up for those who cannot speak for

themselves.” Raise awareness about Christian persecution. Advocate for policies that

protect religious freedom.
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C. Providing Practical Support
The early church in Acts 4:32~35 demonstrated sacrificial love by sharing everything they had

to meet one another’s needs. Let’s support organizations that provide aid to persecuted

Christians, meeting their physical needs as they hold fast to their faith.
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D. Living Courageously in Our Own Faith
Our persecuted Christian family reminds us to live boldly for Christ where we are, to not take

our freedoms for granted, and to seize every opportunity to share the gospel.
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Conclusion

ILLUSTRATION: When the emperor Valens threatened Eusebius with confiscation of all his

goods, torture, banishment, or even death, the courageous Christian replied, "He needs not

fear confiscation, who has nothing to lose; nor banishment, to whom heaven is his country;
nor torments, when his body can be destroyed at one blow; nor death, which is the only way to

set him at liberty from sin and sorrow.”
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In a world increasingly hostile to the gospel, let us be inspired by our persecuted brothers and
sisters who live out courageous faith. May we pray fervently for them, support them, and be
encouraged by their example. Like them, let us “be strong and courageous”because the

LORD our God goes with us, and He will never leave us nor forsake us.
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