MIC Resurrection Sunday Worship Service — 2025.04.20
Title: “Jesus Is Risen” [ A4 = A3 1EIE S 7~ ]
Text: Mark ~ % A O £ 16:1~7; 1 Corinthians = U > h A~D Tk 55— 15:1~58, NIV HTGER 2017

Mark 16:1~7 -  When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2Very early on the first day of the week, just
after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone
away from the entrance of the tomb?”

4But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. ® As they
entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were
alarmed.

5 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He
is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you
into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.””
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Introduction

Good morning, brothers and sisters!
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And what a glorious morning it is — because we are not here to remember a martyr, a moral teacher, or a
tragic ending.
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We are here to celebrate an empty tomb. Jesus Christ is risen — He is risen indeed!
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ is not a footnote in the Christian faith. It is the headline.
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If Jesus’ death on the cross is the payment for our sins, then the resurrection is the receipt that proves the
transaction went through.
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Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:17, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your
sins.” But praise be to God — He has been raised!
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. The Resurrection Is the Foundation of the Gospel - 1 Corinthians 15:1~4
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Paul begins by reminding the Corinthian church of the gospel he preached:

3 For what I received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, * that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. (vv.
3~4)
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This is not a new message. It is the same "old rugged cross"” and the same risen Savior.
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The gospel is not a self-help program. It is not religious advice. It is good news — and that news is rooted in
the historical, bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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APPLICATION: If you're here today and wondering what Christianity is all about, let me tell you plainly — it
is about Christ crucified and risen. He died in your place and rose again to give you life. Will you believe?
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1. The Resurrection Is a Verified Historical Fact - 1 Corinthians 15:5~8
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>and that he appeared to Cephas [Peter], and then to the Twelve. ¢ After that, he appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some
have fallen asleep. ” Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, & and last of all he appeared to
me also, as to one abnormally born.
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Paul doesn’t appeal to warm feelings or mystical experiences. He lists eyewitnesses:
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This is not hearsay; this is history. If Jesus had not truly risen, His enemies could have easily produced the
body. But all of Jerusalem knew — the tomb was empty.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a courtroom where over 500 credible witnesses all testify to the same event.
Would you believe it?
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The resurrection stands on firmer historical ground than many events we never question.
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1. The Resurrection Is the Source of Our Hope - 1 Corinthians 15:12~20
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“If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (verse 19)
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But Christ has been raised — the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep [died]. That means, just as
Jesus rose from the grave, we who are in Him will rise too.
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Death does not get the last word. The grave is not our final home.
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Because He lives, we too shall live. This is our hope when we face illness, loss, or even our own mortality.
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Last year, we said goodbye to two of our relatives on my wife’s side of the family. We also lost a sister in
Christ who used to attend here. Then, in February of this year, my wife and | traveled to Tokyo to attend
the funeral of a former church member’s son. Each death brings grief, and grieving people respond to it in
different ways.
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For the grieving: The resurrection means your believing loved ones are not gone forever. They will live
again in God’s presence.
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V. The Resurrection Demands a Response - 1 Corinthians 15:21~28
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21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. %2 For as
in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.
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Paul teaches that through Adam (the very first human being God created) came sin and death, but through
Christ comes resurrection and life.
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Adam represents our natural birth into a fallen humanity—marked by sin, separation from God, and
inevitable death.
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Christ, the "last Adam," represents a new humanity—redeemed, restored, and given eternal life through
faith in Him.
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To be "in Adam" means to remain under the curse of sin; to be "in Christ" means to be united with the
risen Savior, forgiven, and granted the sure hope of resurrection.
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There's no middle ground—every person is either under the dominion of death or under the reign of grace.
The risen Christ invites us to move from Adam’s legacy to His own, from death to life.
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Friend, you are either in Adam or in Christ. One leads to death. The other leads to life. Which are you in
today?
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If you've never turned from your sin and trusted in Jesus, today is the day. Not tomorrow. Not someday.
Today!
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The tomb is empty. The King is alive. And He’s calling your name.
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V. The Resurrection Fuels Our Mission and Endurance - 1 Corinthians 15:58
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Paul ends with this charge:
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“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully
to the work of the Lord...” (verse 58)
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Because Jesus rose from the dead:
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« Our preaching is not in vain (verse 14) — FA7=HOBEHUTEEKCIXH 0 A (14 Hi)
e Our faithis not invain (verse 17) — FA7= L OEIMNIEELTIEH W A (17 i)
e Our labor is not in vain (verse 58) — FL7=H D57 & XL TIIH D T A (58 Hi)

APPLICATION: Keep going, church. Serve, pray, give, forgive, witness, love — because the resurrection
guarantees your labor counts. It echoes into eternity.
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Conclusion
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (verse 55)
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This is the Easter anthem. Death is defeated. Sin is paid. Jesus is alive — and the gates of hell cannot
prevail.
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So today, we don't just celebrate a resurrection. We celebrate our future resurrection, our reigning King,
and our risen Lord.
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INVITATION: If you are not yet in Christ, | plead with you — do not let this Easter pass without responding.
Bow your heart before the risen Christ. Repent and believe in the gospel. He died for you and rose again so
you might have eternal life.
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And if you already believe — then live like it. Worship like it. Love like it. Serve like it.
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