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The Bible - God’s Word - is an extraordinary book. It has themes
and prophetic words which echo across the generations for
thousands of years. Prophecies and oracles, themes and concepts,
which on their own might appear to be meaningless or even silly
threads, in the context of history are woven into a rich tapestry of
divine revelation.
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This morning, I'd like to look at the Exodus as a primary example of
this. The Exodus itself is miraculous, but we might wonder how it
could be meaningful for the generations that followed, and certainly
what relevance it has for us today. Spoiler alert: the Exodus 3,500
years ago is extremely relevant for us today. So let's look at how
that is.
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The Exodus story from Joseph to Moses leading the Israelites
across the sea:
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(“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night
the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it
into dry land.” Exodus 14:21)
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- God saved them by the blood of a lamb. [image]
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- They passed through the waters from slavery to freedom. [image]
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- God sustained them by giving them miraculous bread (manna)
and water from a rock. [image]
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But that generation never completed their exodus. Why not?
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They grumbled (ungrateful) and
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They were disobedient (they made an idol).
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They wanted to go back to Egypt. They actually wanted to go back
to slavery!
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So that generation were never allowed into the Promised Land.
They died in the desert. Their exodus remained incomplete.

We see in this - and we’ll see again going forward - that there are
two things that God requires of us:
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Obedience - loving God - believing in His Son
- loving others - caring not only for family but for
strangers - for the weak and vulnerable
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Gratefulness - Giving thanks in all circumstances
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Key verse (read together): The life that pleases me is a life lived in
the gratitude of grace. Psalm 50:23
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A pattern of disobedience and grumbling became cyclic throughout
the Old Testament.
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In the book of Joshua, the Israelites were led out of the wilderness
(out of slavery), passed through the waters of the Jordan river and



into the Promised Land (freedom). [image] This was no easy
passage. Once in the promised land they still had to win at least 13
battles.
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So again they grumbled (ungrateful) and were disobedient. Joshua
had to ask them clearly, “Choose this day whom you will serve” -
the ‘gods’ on the other side of the river, or the Lord. They chose the
Lord, but not for long... So their exodus remained incomplete.
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Key verse (read together): The life that pleases me is a life lived in
the gratitude of grace. Psalm 50:23
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At the time of the judges (Samson, Deborah and Gideon etc) we
see the cycle rolling on, again and again. The Israelites were
delivered out of slavery and oppression and into freedom. Then
they grumble (ungrateful) and disobey, then they go back into
oppression, then they are delivered into freedom again. Then they
grumble and disobey, then they go back into oppression, then they
are delivered into freedom again...

TEI7= B0 (LAY, THRT, T 4VE) Zhbdé, 2D
WA 7DD RIS INET, A AT /O RITBGHE & HE
SRS, BHEICARD 4, L LEOHK, 61T~ ErE



W R S) L TE. BOMIERICREY, SRR
DTT, FLTHEHITIREEZS V., &, BOMEIZEY, LT
BOH B S ...

They never really learned obedience and they never had a lasting
gratefulness for the Lord’s love, provision and promises for them.
They never really completed their exodus.
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What hope was there for the Israelites - and for us - with this
ongoing cycle of slavery and oppression then deliverance then
disobedience and ungratefulness then slavery and oppression then
deliverance...?

Bk & IMESIR - ARENE & B D 70 & - B0k & IME-fRILL.. & W
IV A TN P T, A AT T)VDRIZ, £ LTRIZHIZ, ED
K IORFTENRHSTZDOTL X 9D

Remember that first Exodus? The one 3,500 years ago that couldn’t
possibly have any relevance for us today? That Exodus when
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- God saved them by the blood of a lamb.
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- They passed through the waters from slavery to freedom.
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- God sustained them by giving them miraculous bread and water
from a rock. [image]
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That Exodus has been followed by a greater Exodus. A final
Exodus.
Enter Jesus
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- Jesus is the great Passover Lamb of God whose blood saves us
from our slavery to sin.
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- We pass through the waters of baptism into Jesus, taking us from
slavery into freedom
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- We are sustained in our new life in Christ by Jesus Himself, the

Bread of Life and the Living Water which flows from Jesus the
Rock.
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The parallels between the first exodus and the exodus we
experience in Jesus are so striking, we can’t but marvel at the glory
of God and His sovereignty over history.

BKOOHTZT T R, BN A T RIZBWTRERT A2HZ U7 |k
(fREH LHEVY) & OIS H AEUMEIIIER ICBRZE T, A= B3 o
KL FERIZ R T DO TS I 25 F 5 A,

In the Old Testament, God'’s people were saved from slavery to
people and given freedom to live for God.

In the New Testament, Jesus delivers us from a greater slavery -
slavery to sin - and gives the ultimate freedom to live for God.
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Questions and challenges remain:

Will we be obedient to God in the freedom we have received (or will
we go our own way)?

Will we live in the gratitude of grace (or will we grumble)?
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So our study of Exodus becomes not only a celebration of God’s
faithfulness but a test of our own faithfulness.
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Today we face the same challenges the Israelites faced and these
challenges | put to you:
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1. Choose this day who you will serve
2. Choose this day how you will serve
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Let’s start with the ‘Who?’ Question. Who will you serve:
the Lord, yourself, or another?
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Do you enjoy your sins and being the master of your own life? If you
are in Christ, are you tempted to go back to old pet sins, to old
comforts and ways? Or are you committed to following the Lord?
(Can’t serve two masters...)
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And the ‘How?’ question. Will you serve tepidly, occasionally,
ungratefully? Or will you serve the Lord joyfully, fully, and with
gratitude?
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Key verse (read together): The life that pleases me is a life lived in
the gratitude of grace. Psalm 50:23
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Today | want to encourage you to be obedient to the Lord.
(Who we serve)
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That is, | want to encourage you to believe in Jesus, to receive Him
in your life, to follow Him as His disciple and to be an instrument of
His freedom in an oppressed world.
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Today | want to encourage you to be grateful to the Lord.
(How we serve)

S BRI, BTN EICKH U TEET S X OE LW TT,
(DX HIHEZ DD

That is, | want to encourage you to “rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus”. (1 Thess. 5:16-18)
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We serve the Lord by rejoicing and being thankful. Our joy and
gratefulness is a testimony to God’s goodness.
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Key verse (read together): The life that pleases me is a life lived in
the gratitude of grace. Psalm 50:23
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Let me briefly but importantly connect this obedience and
gratefulness to the work of DMI. The Bible routinely talks about
God’s care for the lost, the vulnerable, the outcast. The Deaf in
developing countries are all of these. Without DMI and other
supporting agencies, the Deaf are typically ostracised, abused,
outcast, lonely and without hope. They certainly don’t know the love
of God. We lead them in an exodus out of these things and into the



freedom that Christ and Christian community give. And it's a joy for
us to do this and their gratitude is encouraging.
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Let me briefly but importantly connect this obedience and
gratefulness to the work of Pastor Joseph. | was so encouraged to
read in the Church mail this week that this week marks 40 years
since Ps Joseph received Jesus into his life. He notes that “Like the
Israelites who wandered, I've had my own desert seasons. And yet,
time and again, the Lord ... has patiently shaped me through trials,
gently restored me in failure, and graciously allowed me to witness
His power in ministry and family ... He has never let go of my
hand.” What a wonderful testimony of obedience and gratitude.
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Indeed, our gratitude pleases God and is a testimony to God’s
goodness.
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Luke’s gospel gives an account of 10 lepers being healed. All were
healed yet only one came back to thank Jesus. It seems that 9 of
those people wanted to be healed but they didn’t want Jesus. They
just wanted to go back to their old life. They wanted to go ‘back to
Egypt’. The one who came back and gave thanks wanted to be
healed and he wanted a new life with a relationship with Jesus. He
didn’t just want the exodus from oppression, he wanted entry into
the Promised Land.
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This brings us to the motivation we have in choosing who we will
serve and how.
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What is it you want?
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Do you just want the healing or do you want the Healer? Do you

just want the freedom or do you want the freedom-giver? Which is
more desirable to you?
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Santa Claus. He is very popular on Christmas Day because he
gives gifts. The other 364 days of the year, no-one cares about
Santa Claus. No-one wants Santa Claus. We just want the gifts.
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Is God like Santa Claus to you? ‘God, give me what | need/want
and then go away for while until | need or want something else’?
Do you want the blessings but not the Blesser?
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This was the downfall of the ancient Israelites. They wanted the
freedom but they didn’t really want to freedom-giver. So when they
could no longer see the blessings, they no longer wanted the
Blesser.
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What kind of exodus is that? What kind of freedom is that? What
kind of faith is that?
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Remember, our study of Exodus becomes a celebration of God’s
faithfulness and a test of our own faithfulness.
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If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.
Isaiah 7:9
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A word for those in this church today.
If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.
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There are some here today who have doubts about God, about the
silence of God, about the hardships you face, and they are leading
you to - not reject God - but to take a step back, a step to the side,
to focus on other important things for a while - family matters,
business ambitions, study goals, personal development.
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If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.
Your exodus will remain incomplete.
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The work of Jesus on the cross is complete. Our salvation from sin
has been given. There is nothing more for us to do to be saved. But
if we do not continue in obedience with gratitude, if we do not
persevere in our faith, our exodus will remain incomplete.
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On the contrary, if we do persevere in our faith, obediently and
joyfully, the peace of Christ and His blessing will be manifest in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
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Prayer for non-believers, then struggling believers.
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* Note for Tech team: This last sentence may not need to be
translated.



